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(Left) Officer Ben Toops walks City and Clackamas Fire employees through the driving ct
getting behind the wheel. (Right) Course instructors helped staff navigate three skill areas
on backing, braking and collision avoidan
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City employees complete new driver safety prog
n April 19, Happy Valley implement-  ees from both the City and CFD#1, completed
18 hole, par-3 ed a new public safety program, an the driver safety program.
all-employee, hands-on driver train- This program not only makes good busi-
ing course. The City partnered with ness sense, but also enhances the lives of our
Clackamas Fire District #1 (CFD #1) in order employees. For many of us, driving is the
. to provide training to all City and CFD #1 most dangerous part of our workday. By help-
FootGolf personnel. During the three-day program, ing our employees gain additional road skills,
. covered and which was located at a CFD #1 training prop- we are helping them gain added security for
lighted driving range erty, staff members had the opportunity to at- them, their families, and the public.
lessons for all . tend a training session to work with instruc- | encourage all drivers to become familiar
tors on sharpening their driving expertise, with their vehicle and any vehicle they regu-
. 18 hole putting course with the objective to be more skilled behind larly drive. Know how to turn on/off lights,
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the wheel and set a positive example within
the community.

This program is important because employ-
ees have a right and a responsibility to know
how their vehicle will handle in moments when
seconds count. Happy Valley’s 52-vehicle fleet,
which is used primarily by Public Works, the
Building and Code Enforcement divisions and
Happy Valley’s Police department, logs over
300,000 miles a year, in all weather conditions.

The training sent participants through a
practical driving course where instructors
addressed bad driving habits while also
teaching new skills. The driving program fo-
cuses on three vital driving skills: proper
braking technique, vehicle backing, and colli-
sion avoidance.

With driving instruction provided by the
Happy Valley Public Safety division and Hap-
py Valley Police Officers, 102 public employ-

wiper blades. If the vehicle is equipped with
a back-up device use it as a tool, but do not
exclusively rely on it. Most newer vehicles
come equipped with anti-lock braking system
(ABS), which allows you to steer your vehicle
while fully administering the brake. To learn
more about the most effective way to brake
your vehicle, refer to your vehicle’s owner
manual or go to an online resource, like the
National Highway and Traffic Safety Admin-
istration, at www.nhtsa.gov/cars/problems/equip-
ment/absbrakes/pagel-doom-04-26-2013.html.
We all have a responsibility to keep our lo-
cal roads safe. This starts with knowing our
vehicle(s), driving defensively, and reducing
distractions by putting away our cellphones
while behind the wheel. Please join City of
Happy Valley employees in their commitment
to safe driving in our community.

Steve Campbell, Director of Public Safety
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