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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
Q1. What are voters asked to consider? 

Measure 3-526, a parks and recreation levy, has been referred to the ballot for the voters’ 
consideration. If the parks levy passes, a property tax rate of $0.54 per $1,000 would be 
assessed. This is the same tax rate that was assessed when North Clackamas Parks and 
Recreation District (NCPRD) maintained the parks and recreation programs, and all funds 
collected would be spent on parks in Happy Valley. If the measure passes, this would be in 
addition to the city’s permanent tax rate of $0.67 per $1,000 of assessed value.  

If the measure passes, the revenue would be earmarked to build and maintain fields, 
playgrounds, trails, picnic shelters, and other items (including water fountains, bathroom 
facilities, etc.) at city-owned parks. The revenue would provide funding for future recreation 
programs such as community events, summer camps, youth and adult sports and activities.   

If the parks levy does not pass, tax payers would not pay $0.54 per $1,000 to either parks 
provider (the City of Happy Valley or NCPRD) and parks maintenance and recreation 
programs would be reduced or eliminated. There would not be funding available to build 
and maintain fields, playgrounds, trails, picnic shelters, and other items (including water 
fountains, bathroom facilities, etc.) at city-owned parks or provide recreation programs such 
as community events, summer camps, youth and adult sports and activities.  

Q2. Why is the levy on the ballot for voters’ consideration and how 
much would the rate be if the levy passes?  
Starting in 2018, the City of Happy Valley assumed the role of the parks and recreation 
provider from the North Clackamas Parks and Recreation District (NCPRD). Previously, 
residents paid property taxes to NCPRD at the rate of $0.54 per $1,000 of assessed value 
(approximately $160/year for the median home with a market value of $425,300 and an 
assessed value of $295,584). The City is now responsible for the management of parks and 
recreation.  

If the parks levy passes, a rate of $0.54 per $1,000 would be assessed. This is the same tax 
rate that was assessed when NCPRD maintained the parks and recreation programs, and all 
funds collected would be spent on parks in Happy Valley. If the parks levy does not pass, tax 
payers would not pay $0.54 per $1,000 to either parks provider (the City of Happy Valley or 
NCPRD) and parks maintenance and recreation programs would be reduced or eliminated. 
(See Q1) 

For more information, visit www.happyvalleyor.gov/ncprd-withdrawal-faqs/.  
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Q3. If the levy passes, how much property tax would be assessed?  
Persons who pay property tax would not see any change in the tax rate compared to 
previous years. Since 2006, NCPRD has taxed Happy Valley property owners at a permanent 
rate of $0.54 per $1,000 of assessed value. That rate is effective through June 30, 2018. If the 
levy passes, property owners would continue to pay a rate of $0.54 per $1,000 of assessed 
value after July 2018, but the revenue would go to the City of Happy Valley to be used for 
local parks and recreation. (See Q1) 

Q4. How have Happy Valley parks been funded in the past?  
Over the past 12 years, Happy Valley property owners have paid taxes to fund parks, 
programs and facilities managed by NCPRD. Residents have been taxed at a rate of $0.54 
per $1,000 of assessed value (approximately $160/year for the median home with a market 
value of $425,300 and an assessed value of $295,584). The City estimates that this tax rate 
has provided the District with over $10 million from Happy Valley property owners since 
2006. The City collected “System Development Charges” on new developments and sent 
them to NCPRD exclusively for the construction of a new community park, community 
center, all weather turf fields at Happy Valley Park, and completion of the Mt. Scott Trail. In 
total, the City transferred more than $17 million in system development charges. Those 
projects were not completed by NCPRD, and the City officially withdrew from NCPRD on 
December 31, 2017. Happy Valley property owners are no longer paying taxes to NCPRD as 
of December 31, 2017. (See Q1) 

Q5. What would happen if the levy passes?  
If the levy passes, the city would receive revenue earmarked to build and maintain parks, as 
well as offer recreation services, such as community events summer camps, youth sports 
activities, adult learning programs and others. For parks, these funds would provide 
resources for building and maintaining fields, playgrounds, trails, boardwalks, picnic shelters, 
and other items (including water fountains, bathroom facilities, etc.) at city-owned parks and 
natural areas. They would also contribute to a fund reserved for replacing park features, such 
as picnic shelters, to ensure fields and structures are structurally sound. These dollars would 
be used in combination with grants, if obtained, and system development charges for the 
design and purchase of future parks. For recreation, the resources would fund programs 
such as community events, summer camps, youth and adult sports and activities. If the levy 
passes, all funds collected would be used on parks and recreation in Happy Valley. 
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Q6. What would happen if the levy does not pass?  
If the levy does not pass, the City would not have revenue to build and maintain fields, 
playgrounds, trails, picnic shelters, and other items (including water fountains, bathrooms, 
etc.) at city-owned parks or provide recreation programs such as community events, summer 
camps, youth and adult sports and activities. Park maintenance would be reduced, and no 
new programs would be developed. If the parks levy does not pass, property owners would 
not pay $0.54 per $1,000 of assessed value to either parks provider (the City of Happy Valley 
or NCPRD) and parks maintenance and recreation programs would be reduced or eliminated. 

Q7. If the levy passes, how long would the property tax be 
assessed?  
5 years. The levy would be put on the ballot for the voters’ consideration after 5 years. 

Q8. How would potential park projects be determined?  
In the summer of 2017, the City of Happy Valley began the process of developing a parks 
master plan, including collecting public input about the types of parks facilities and programs 
desired by Happy Valley residents. Roughly 600 residents participated in the planning 
process. The Parks Master Plan was adopted on December 19, 2017.  

To view the Parks Master Plan, visit www.happyvalleyor.gov/services/parks/.  

Q9.What are the funding options for capital projects? 
Following the parks master plan process, the City adopted a new Parks System 
Development Charge (SDC). SDCs are one-time payments collected from developers at the 
time building permits are issued. By state law, the revenues generated from SDCs can only 
be spent on adding new capacity (i.e. building new parks) and not on maintenance or 
operations. Another potential funding option for capital projects would be a future general 
obligation bond. A bond may be put on the ballot for the voters’ consideration that, if passed, 
would generate revenue to fund a community center. 

Q10. Were other funding options considered? 
The City’s permanent tax rate is $0.67 per $1,000 of assessed property value and cannot be 
increased. The passing of Measures 5 (1990) and 50 (1997) set limits on the amount of tax 
levied on property values for schools and government districts and set a permanent tax rate 
on all tax districts in Oregon. Due to these measures, Happy Valley’s permanent tax rate of 
$0.67 cannot be increased. The City Council referred this measure to the voters after also 
considering a monthly parks and recreation fee.  
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Q11. How are property tax revenues distributed?  
The City’s permanent tax rate makes up 4% of the total property taxes assessed in Happy 
Valley. If the parks and recreation levy passes, it would account for 3%. This is the same 
percentage as property owners were paying to NCPRD. The rest of the tax bill goes to the 
schools, Clackamas County, and other service districts. If the levy passes, property owners 
would pay $0.54 per $1,000 of assessed value, the same rate they paid to NCPRD. If the 
parks levy does not pass, property owners would not pay $0.54 per $1,000 to either parks 
provider (the City of Happy Valley or NCPRD). (See Q1) 

Note: Values below show percentages if the levy passes and if it doesn’t pass, respectively (X%, 
X%).  

 

Distribution of Happy Valley Resident’s Tax Dollars 
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Q12. What are the permanent tax rates in the region? 
Happy Valley’s permanent tax rate is $0.67 per $1,000 of assessed property value. If the 
parks levy passes, residents would pay a total of $1.21 for City and parks services. This 
amount includes the City’s tax rate of $0.67 and the levy amount of $0.54. The chart below 
breaks down the permanent tax rate in other cities in the region. (See Q1) 

 

Permanent Tax Rates in the Region 
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