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Measure 3-526, a parks and recreation levy, has been 
referred to the ballot for the voters’ consideration.

Starting in 2018, the City of Happy Valley assumed 
the role of the parks and recreation provider from 
the North Clackamas Parks and Recreation District 
(NCPRD). Previously, residents paid property taxes to 
NCPRD at the rate of $0.54 per $1,000 of assessed 
value (approximately $160/year for the median home 
with a market value of $425,300 and an assessed 
value of $295,584). The City is now responsible for 
the management of parks and recreation. The City 
Council referred this measure to the voters after also 
considering a monthly parks and recreation fee. If 
the levy passes, all funds would be spent on parks in 
Happy Valley.

Why has the levy been referred to 
the ballot for voter consideration?

If the parks levy passes, a rate of $0.54 per $1,000 
would be assessed. This is the same tax rate that was 
assessed when NCPRD maintained the parks and 
recreation programs. If the measure passes, this would 
be in addition to the City’s permanent tax rate of $0.67 
per $1,000 of assessed value.

If the levy does pass, how would it 
impact property taxes?

fields, playgrounds, trails, picnic shelters, and other 
items at city-owned parks would get five years of 
funding for building and maintenance. The revenue 
would also provide funding for recreation programs 
such as community events, summer camps, and 
youth and adult sports and activities.

If the measure PASSES,
there would not be funding available to build and 
maintain fields, playgrounds, trails, picnic shelters, 
and other items or provide recreation programs such 
as community events, summer camps, and youth and 
adult sports and activities. Park maintenance would be 
reduced, and no new programs would be developed.

If the measure DOES NOT PASS,

If the parks levy does not pass, tax payers would not 
pay $0.54 per $1,000 to either parks provider (the City 
of Happy Valley or NCPRD) and parks maintenance and 
recreation programs would be reduced or eliminated.

If the levy does not pass, how 
would it impact property taxes?



The City’s permanent tax rate is 4% of the property 
tax assessed. If the parks and recreation levy passes, 
it would account for 3%. This is the same percentage 
as property owners were paying to NCPRD. The rest 
of the tax bill goes to the schools, Clackamas County, 
and other service districts. If the levy passes, residents 
would pay $0.54 per $1,000, the same rate they paid 
to NCPRD. If the parks levy does not pass, tax payers 
would not pay $0.54 per $1,000 to either parks provider 
(the City of Happy Valley or NCPRD).

Note: Values below show percentages if the levy passes 
and if it doesn’t pass, respectively (X%, X%).

How are property tax revenues 
distributed?

Current Permanent Tax Rates in the Region

Permanent tax rates in the region
Happy Valley’s permanent tax rate is $0.67 per $1,000 
of assessed property value. The passing of Measures 
5 (1990) and 50 (1997) set limits on the amount of tax 
levied on property values for schools and government 
districts and set a permanent tax rate on all tax districts 
in Oregon. Due to these measures, Happy Valley’s 
permanent tax rate of $0.67 cannot be increased. The 
chart below breaks down the permanent tax rate in 
other cities in the region.

Distribution of Happy Valley 
Residents’ Tax Dollars
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