
A
fter learning of the 
killings of Breonna 
Taylor, Ahmaud Ar-
bery and George 

Floyd, Happy Valley resident 
Monnie Spears decided to do 
something. 

She had been chatting with 
friends and went through a 
range of emotions, including 
anger and hurt, and felt a deep 

need to be heard in a positive 
way.

Spears knew she could post 
on social media all day, but 
thought a march would be more 
visible. She rallied everyone 
she knew and with a bit of help 
from her father, De’Shawn Har-
dy, the City of Happy Valley, 
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Organizer Monnie Spears (second from left) and her father De’Shawn Hardy (third from left) march a group of roughly 2,000 protestors into the grounds of Happy City Hall on June 3.

Monnie 
Spears 
organizes 
peaceful 
protest and 
thousands 
respond

Direct 
ACTION
delivers

De’Shawn Hardy and march organizer Monnie Spears say they were 
surprised at the turnout to the Peaceful Protest.

By SHELLEY McFARLAND

O
n June 3, Happy Valley 
joined the nation to pro-
test racism. Organized 
by 2017 Clackamas High 

School graduate Monnie Spears, 
roughly 2,000 demonstrators held 
signs and chanted as they 
marched eastward on two lanes of 
Sunnyside Road. 

Starting at CHS, the march end-
ed at City Hall, where organizers 
spoke about violence affecting 
Black people nationwide, along 
with the effects that systemic rac-
ism has on Black Americans. 

“This is not just a moment, but a 
movement. Our community came 
out, and we saw the signs and the 
marchers. We don’t take away 
from the moment, but the move-
ment part is important. We must 
now look at policies and make 
changes. Standing together and 
having people together is wonder-
ful, but that doesn’t change 
things,” De’Shawn Hardy said. 
“There has to be policy change in 
institutions and when there comes 
change, we as Black people need to 
be present at those tables to help 
with police reform, laws and rac-
ism. That’s where the change 
comes.” 

An organizer himself, Hardy is a 
fourth-generation preacher and 
reverend at Emmanuel Church. He 
also is the father of Spears and 
helped with the march’s logistics. 
They expected a few hundred pro-
testers and were stunned that 
roughly 2,000 residents marched. 
(In comparison, Gresham’s recent 
demonstrations have drawn only a 

few hundred protesters yet the city 
has five times the population of 
Happy Valley.)

“I was nervous about what the 

response would be and wondered if 
people would yell at us. But the 
people were hungry for it; they 
were waiting for it and wanted it. 
People came up and thanked me 
and my family and Monnie for or-
ganizing the march because they 
wanted to do something, but just 
didn’t know how to do it,” Hardy 
said. “Everybody plays a part in 
this movement. Some are going to 
sit at the table, some are going to 
march, and some will support, 
but to see our community 
come together was great.” 

At City Hall, Hardy 
and Spears spoke about 
their experiences with 
racism and the changes 
they want to see. North 
Clackamas School Board 
member Libra Forde, and Happy 
Valley’s United Alliance Commit-
tee member Tiffany Parret also 
spoke. In attendance were all Hap-
py Valley city councilors, Mayor 
Tom Ellis and Rep. Janelle Bynum, 
D-Happy Valley. 

“It was one of the most moving 
and powerful nights in our city’s 
history. It will forever be special to 
me,” Bynum said. “It reaffirms the 
inclusiveness of our community 
and those values, plus it shows our 
kids that they can peacefully pro-
test, and they will be supported.”

The march, which Hardy called 
“electric,” and the speeches helped 
galvanize residents to demand 
change. Ultimately, Hardy wants 
to leave a legacy for his children 
and grandchildren and equality for 

A MOVEMENT ... 

Happy Valley residents join march against racism
“Social 
media 
creates an 
openness of 
information 
that people 
can see. 
Racism has 
been going 
on all our 
lives, but it 
just wasn’t 
always 
recorded. … 
Now we 
really see 
racism, and 
it’s different 
when you 
see it.”
— De’Shawn Hardy

MOMENTNOT a 

STORIES BY

Shelley 
McFarland
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Signs of all shapes, sizes and colors 
were displayed by marchers who 
showed up to the Peaceful Protest to 
denounce racism.

See MOVEMENT / Page 2 See SPEARS / Page 2

Upcoming Summer 
events at the park
See page 4, 5, 12
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all people of color. 
“I want get to a place in time 

where Monnie knows there are 
protections and policies in 
place for her and her kids. 
Then if things do happen, we 
don’t have to hope or guess 
that maybe a police officer will 
be convicted and we will know 
the law is there,” Hardy said. 

“We can see on social me-
dia that people are having the 
conversations about race and 
speaking up and they are 
posting, which is good, espe-
cially coming from white peo-
ple,” he said. “I asked at the 
march ‘How can we cure 
something we didn’t create?’ 
We didn’t create racism so we 
can’t cure it.” 

When asked about the lack 
of change since the civil rights 
movement in the 1960s, Hardy 
attributed technology with 
changing the landscape of the 
fight against racism. 

“Social media creates an 
openness of information that 
people can see. Racism has 
been going on all our lives, but 
it just wasn’t always recorded,” 
he said. “We watched George 
Floyd die and call for his mom, 
but back in the days of civil 
rights and Selma, it was just 
word of mouth. Now we really 
see racism, and it’s different 
when you see it. It’s in your 
face now and people have no 
choice but to accept it, and they 
are really taking it serious 
now. It’s not just Minnesota, 
it’s a world problem, and it’s 
not just a black problem, this is 
an ‘our’ problem.” 

Hardy, who has lived in Hap-
py Valley for 15 years, is the 
son of the late Rev. W.G. Hardy 
Jr., a pastor and activist who 
protested the death of Kendra 
James by police in 2003, which 
sparked use-of-force protests 
and debates. 

“Now the light is on racism 
and people can see there is sys-
tematic racism and Black peo-
ple are at a disadvantage when 
it comes to jobs. People ask us, 
‘Why didn’t we realize this a 
long time ago?’ or ‘Why weren’t 
we protesting a long time ago?’ 
For Blacks, we have been say-
ing it exists. We have been 
waving the flag saying ‘help, 

help …,’” Hardy said. “We com-
mend the police who have tak-
en a knee and are standing 
with us, but it means nothing if 
we don’t have change. We are 
still scared because we’ve seen 
this continue with the police 
who are not even investigated 
in situations. When will enough 
be enough? We must do what’s 
right. We must get change.” 

During his speech, Hardy 
asked protesters to share 8 
minutes and 46 seconds of si-
lence in a symbolic reference to 
the killing of George Floyd. 
During the silence, many pro-
testers noticed a slight breeze. 

Hardy noticed more.
“I never realized how long 8 

minutes and 46 seconds is. It 
was emotional to imagine 
somebody on my neck for that 
long. I was thinking of my fa-
ther and of George, and while 
looking up, a little bird flew 
across the protest and landed 
on a tree. It sat there the 
whole time,” Hardy said. 
“When the moment of silence 
was over, I started talking and 
looked over and the bird was 
gone. It set in for a lot of peo-
ple how long 8 minutes and 46 
seconds is, that was a huge 
moment for people.  

Movement
■ From Page A1
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Rep. Janelle Bynum welcomes marchers to Happy Valley City Hall where speakers talked about the effects racism has on them and how to enact change.

along with Rep. Janelle Bynum, 
D-Happy Valley, a peaceful pro-
test took shape. 

“I wanted to reach people in 
our community. In Happy Valley 
there is a lot of silence, and I 
have a lot of white friends who 
were not posting or saying any-
thing about what was on the 
news. Let me say, they were 
friends,” Spears said. “I’m a 
Black woman and I understood 
there were people nervous and 
didn’t know what to say to me. 
And with the protests in down-
town Portland with the destruc-
tion, I understand that maybe 
people wouldn’t feel safe to pro-
test there, so I thought I could 
create the safe space for every-
one.” 

Spears thought the rally 
would draw a few hundred peo-
ple, so she was astonished when 
roughly 2,000 people marched 
with her against racism.

“The number of messages I 
received was great. People 
wanted to donate money, and I 
told them no, but others made 
cookies or brought snacks and 
signs for the march,” she said. 
“Our community really came to-
gether for this. To see the 
amount of people who want 
change made me so happy. 

“The younger kids are step-
ping up because they know 
what’s right, and they are not 
holding on to those older values. 
There’s so much history we are 
(missing) because our schools 
aren’t teaching a full history.  
Black people have to learn our 
history on our own, and we 
want to see a change where ev-
eryone learns the same history.”

During this historic time 
when America directly con-
fronts racism, Spears asks peo-
ple to spend time listening and 
learning about Black history, 
black experiences and systemic 
racism.

“It’s as simple as white people 
educating themselves on all of it. 
I understand them wanting to 
reach out to their Black friends, 
but educating themselves and 
the people in their households is 
important. To me, that says 
more than people reaching out. 
They are seeking knowledge on 
their own,” Spears said. “I don’t 
want to be the spokesperson for 
every Black person. I would pre-
fer people ask me how I’m doing 
rather than having to teach 
them how to be a better white 
person.” 

Spears has always had a de-
sire to fight for equity. While in 
preschool in Happy Valley, she 
wanted to know why her class 
wasn’t acknowledging Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. In re-
sponse, her teacher found a pic-
ture for the class to color. 

Spears comes from a long line 
of organizer activists, including 
her father, Hardy, a fourth-gen-
eration preacher, and her late 
grandfather, Rev. W.G. Hardy 
Jr., a well-known preacher in 
Portland. 

“I found out about the march 
on social media,” Hardy said. “I 
had to take off all the other hats 
I wear and only put on the full-
time hat of a dad. My concern 
was how to protect my daugh-
ter. I’m in this field, I know how 
to do this, and I stand in my com-
munity for other things. If it goes 
bad, it’s going to go back on her, 
and I was concerned for her 
safety, but I didn’t want to take 
away her voice. A friend told me, 
Monnie lit the flame, I blew on 
the flame and it united a whole 
community.” 

Both say the city of Happy 
Halley was awesome in wanting 
a peaceful march and coordinat-

ing to keep it safe. 
Spears was nervous to speak 

in public, practicing her speech 
at home and asking her dad for 
advice on addressing a large 
crowd. Hardy said the family 
heard the speech at least 20 
times. His advice was to “be 
transparent and unveil your 
feelings and show your pain.” 

“When I got there, I had so 
much energy and adrenaline, I 
was ready. Everyone was sitting 
down, so it felt intimate. It made 
a difference, and I was comfort-
able and knew my family was 
close. I thought it’s only three 
minutes of my life, I can do this.”

In Spears’ world, three min-
utes is a long time. The 2017 
Clackamas High School gradu-
ate attends attending Weber 
State University in Ogden, Utah. 
While attending CHS, Spears 
was a sprinter and broke nu-
merous school track records set 

in the 1970s. She runs the 100 
meters, 200 meters and four-by-
one relay. Spears recently won 
short sprints at the NCAA Out-
door Track and Field competi-
tion.   

At WSU, Spears is studying 
psychology and health promo-
tion and plans on a career in 
sports psychology. She intends 
to open a training center to 
work with kids physically and 
mentally, especially helping 
girls who have been victims of 
molestation or rape. 

 To keep the momentum of 
protesting for change going, 
Spears is brainstorming with 
friends again. She is in the be-
ginning stages of organizing a 
team to speak to schools about 
race. She says education reform 
will take time, but her group 

could make an impact on stu-
dents while helping schools ad-
vance their diversity curricu-
lum. 

Education is near to Spears’ 
heart because her mother, 
Lashawanta (Taye) Spears-
Hardy is a middle school vice 
principal in the Portland metro 
area who has always strived for 
equity, including by creating a 
multicultural family night. 

“We taught our kids by 
words and examples. They got 
to see us feed homeless people 
and help families in need and 
see me come home late at night 
from holding a funeral or hold-
ing someone at the hospital,” 
Hardy said. “They see our ex-
amples, and it’s invigorating to 
see our daughter stand up and 
use her voice.”  

SPEARS’  
RECOMMENDATIONS

■ Podcasts or books by 
Amanda Seales

■ “Hello Privilege, It’s 
Me, Chelsea” on Netflix 

■ “13th” on Netflix
■ “Stony the Road: Re-

construction, White Su-
premacy and the Rise of 
Jim Crow” by Henry Louis 
Gates Jr.

Spears
■ From Page A1
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Hours: Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm  •  10001 SE Sunnyside Road, Suite 120, Clackamas, OR  •  vipmedispa.com

Follow Us On Instagram @vip.medispa

503-513-5533

Imagine doing 20,000 sit-ups or 
squats in one 30 minute session with 

no pain, no downtime or surgery.

on your 
treatments.save $500Call to schedule your 

free consultation and 

AVERAGE 
MUSCLE MASS
INCREASE

16%

Summer Sculpting Special
Introducing: EMSCULPT 

BUILD MUSCLE. SCULPT YOUR BODY. 

Imagine Emsculpt!
•  Chisels Abs
•  Lifts & Firms Buttocks
•  Sculpts Thighs
•  Enhances Biceps & Triceps
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I 
want to take this opportunity to recog-
nize current events we find ourselves 
in. First and foremost, the City Council 
and I stand together in condemning the 

actions taken against Mr. George Floyd in 
Minnesota. Second, I’m grateful the Happy 
Valley Police Department and Clackamas 
County Sheriff’s Office also expressed their 
condemnation of these actions. There is no 
place in our society for anyone to be treated 
so despicably. Our hearts go out to the fami-
ly and friends of Mr. Floyd. We know this in-
cident, and more like it, have affected many 
people in our own community. Please know 
that we are committed to working together 
for a better future by building stronger rela-
tionships. 

Throughout our country, we have seen 
demonstrations and protests take place dai-
ly since the news of Mr. Floyd’s death was 

reported. As many of you know, Happy Val-
ley had one of the largest demonstrations in 
our area. Families and friends in the thou-
sands from our community engaged in a 
peaceful protest to express their opposition 
to systemic injustice. Of particular note, this 
event was largely comprised of our City’s 
youth. The march began at Clackamas High 
School and concluded at Happy Valley City 
Hall where there was a united call for equity 
from those who gathered. Throughout the 
event, participants remained peaceful and 
focused on communicating messages of soli-
darity. It was inspiring and uplifting to 
share in this experience. We want to extend 
a huge thank you to all the organizers of this 
event as well as to the United Community 
Alliance of Happy Valley. Thank you for 
bringing our community together in such a 
meaningful way. 

I also want to thank the Happy Valley Po-
lice Department for working collaboratively 
with the event organizers to help ensure the 
march remained safe for all who came out to 
participate. I’ve seen many demonstrations 
on the news, but this was the first one that 
included a thank you from the organizers to 
the local police and City staff members.

On a final note, there is no doubt we are in 
the midst of a new movement. Several 
months ago, the City Council established a 
goal for 2020 to support and foster a commu-
nity and organizational culture that embrac-
es diversity, equity, and inclusion. We are in 
the early stages of developing a Diversity, 
Equity, & Inclusion Task Force to assist with 
this important work. I’m eager to move the 
work forward on addressing these issues to 
build stronger relationships in our commu-
nity. 

Diversity & Inclusion
MAYOR’S 
MESSAGE

TOM ELLIS

Tom Ellis
Mayor
503-783-3800

Markley Drake
Councilor
503-290-6023

David Golobay
Councilor
503-807-2979

Brett Sherman
Council President

503-783-3800

David Emami
Councilor
503-783-3800

HAPPY VALLEY CITY COUNCIL 
Council Meetings are held 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the 
month at 7 p.m. at City Hall
16000 SE Misty Drive 
Happy Valley, OR 97086
(503) 783-3800
www.happyvalleyor.gov

Preserving 
and enhancing 

the safety, 
livability and 

character 
of our 

community.

Two Open Houses had 
been scheduled this Spring 
to offer the public a chance 
to view a variety of visual 
materials and information 
relating to the Pleasant Val-
ley/North Carver (PVNC) 
Comprehensive Plan. The 
recommendations were a 
culmination of ideas 
brought forth by the Plan’s 
Technical and Community 
Advisory Committees. Due 
to the pandemic, plans con-
tinue to be postponed for 
this community event. 

The PVNC Comprehensive 

Plan provides guidance re-
garding such things as land 
use, transportation, parks, and 
environmental issues within 
the Pleasant Valley/North 
Carver areas. 

To ensure the community 
has ample opportunity to be 
part of the input gathering 
process, the City will continue 
to postpone the Open Houses 
so that information can be re-
viewed by those who are inter-
ested. The community is en-
couraged to visit https://hv.
city/pvnc for updates in the 
meantime.

As part of its Parks and Recreation programming, the City has partnered 
with Thunder Elite All-Star Cheerleading to offer a cheer camp for youth ages 
five and up. Register today to secure your child’s spot. 

Comprehensive 
Plan to hold off 
on next steps

CHEER CAMP 

Kids will learn a variety of skills at the upcoming cheer camp, offered through the City’s Parks 
and Recreation program later this month.

open for registration

First Month Only $39 See store for details

FORGEHOTYOGA.COM    503-303-1466
Happy Valley  15932B Happy Valley Town Center Drive

Heal.
Transform.

Enhance.

Bikram
Hot Pilates (HIIT)
Vinyasa Flow
Yin Yoga

Happy Valley   West Linn   Alberta

All Stores Now Open!
Online Classes &
Live Stream Still Available
Check website for details.

We are open.  
We are here for you.

We can help. 

pain management
sports injury
auto accident
work injury
surgical rehab

Kaiser patient?
Stay local for 
your physical 

therapy.  Call for Appointment  (503) 698-5500
Fyzical.com/clackamas

Clackamas ~ Molalla ~ EstacadaOpen House
MARCH 13 ,  10 -  7  

11203  SE  SUNNYSIDE  RD

 

Y O U ' R E  I N V I T E D !

FREE BALANCE ASSESSMENTS- FOOD & PRIZES!
ALL AGES & FITNESS LEVELS WELCOME!

503 698 5000
We carefully follow all CDC guidelines to ensure a 

safe and healthy environment
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See page 12 for 
information 

about the 
online Parks 

and Recreation 
portal

O
ne of the most important 
tasks we have as City Council 
members is ensuring your tax 
dollars are well spent. Of 

your property tax dollars, only 4% 
comes to the City for general opera-
tions. 8% goes towards Public Safety 
and 3% goes towards Parks and Recre-
ation, as voted by Happy Valley resi-
dents. The other 85% of your tax bill 
goes to other service providers such as 
the North Clackamas School District, 
Clackamas Fire, Clackamas County, 
and more. As a City Council, all we 
control are the tax dollars the City re-
ceives.

Just this last month, we had our an-
nual Budget Committee meeting to dis-
cuss how city tax dollars and other 
revenues are spent. Like many cities, 
the Happy Valley Municipal Code fol-
lows Oregon State Law by requiring an 
annual budget to be balanced and ad-
opted by the City Council no later than 

the end of June. Getting to this point 
involves a review of prior trends, pro-
jections for the future, and analysis. 
Most importantly, it involves input and 
approval from the Budget Committee 
which includes five local residents and 
the City Council members.

The City is in a positive financial po-
sition. This allows us to continue fund-
ing the services that you have come to 
expect such as street sweeping, main-
tenance of public areas, code enforce-
ment, land use planning, economic de-
velopment, and community events. 

In addition, this budget includes 
funding to evaluate options for a new 
downtown, develop new parks and rec-
reation programs, start a new Diversi-
ty, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force, 
and purchase land for new parks and a 
new Public Works Facility.

It’s exciting to be able to continually 
improve city services and facilities. 
We know there are many more needs 

in the community and we will keep 
striving to meet our goals for the fu-
ture. 

While the budget may have been a 
major focus this last month for us on 

City Council, our City staff prioritizes 
the budget daily. We’re so proud of the 
work our entire team does throughout 
the year to manage our resources. It’s 
going to be another great year ahead.  

CITY 
COUNCIL

6605 S.E. Lake Road
Portland, OR 97222
503-684-0360
www.clackamasreview.com
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Angela Fox
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Publisher’s Note: Happy Valley News 
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the City of Happy Valley.

Budget Update

This graphic 
helps 

demonstrate 
the financial 

breakdown of 
resident tax 

dollars.
GRAPHIC BY CITY 
OF HAPPY VALLEY

Sign up for art camp this summer
Venvino Art Studios is offering a variety of themed art camps this summer 

geared toward kids ages 4-15. Whether it’s painting mermaids or making bin-
oculars, there’s a little something for everyone.

Get in the 
game with 
sports camps 
for kids

The City’s Parks and 
Recreation program is 
teaming up with Sky-
hawks and focusing on 
skill building and 
sportsmanship. Head to 
www.happyvalleyor.gov 
soon to check out all the 
details and sign up.

Mo-Bee-Fun is gearing up 
and headed your way

Our mobile recreation van wouldn’t be complete without 
a plethora of fun activities. Filled with crafts, art projects, 
games, and sports equipment, 
Mo-Bee-Fun is the bees knees!

Activities 
commence 
this month

New Memory Care
Community 

in Happy Valley!
Our mission at Mountain Park Memory Care, is to o� er a 
thriving, and inspiring environment for residents and their 
families. We are purposeful in providing individualized 
care to each resident. Mountain Park is designed in 
a neighborhood style, to ensure our residents are 
comfortable and secure. We would like to partner with 
you on this journey. Please come by and meet us!  

13600 SE 122nd Ave
Clackamas, OR 97015

503.919.7722
WWW.MountainParkMC.com

Home Purchase Price Hero Rewards

$300,000 $2,100

$400,000 $2,800

$500,000 $3,500

See Example Below:

Hero Rewards
Purchasing a Home

Hero Savings
Selling a Home

Mortgage Savings for
Heroes
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EastCountyHeroes.com

East County Heroes

Hero Rewards
Purchasing a Home

Hero Savings
Selling a Home

Mortgage Savings for
Heroes

•  Receive signi�icant 
hero rewards when 
purchasing a home. 
Estimated rewards are 
based off the purchase 
price.

•  25% savings on listing fees 
when selling a home.

• Hero Savings & Rewards 
for buying, selling & 
re�nancing a home apply 
to anyone who works in the 
school district, police & �re 
department, military, health 
care & EMT industry!

•  Savings on closing 
costs up to $1,500 
when PURCHASING or 
REFINANCING a home.

•  Very competitive interest 
rates.

Home 
Purchase 

Price

$300,000 $2,100

$400,000 $2,800

$500,000 $3,500

Hero 
Rewards

See Example Below:
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By SHELLEY McFARLAND
From as early as he can re-

member, Happy Valley resi-
dent Mikey Burton always had 
a toy skateboard lying around, 
but when he was given a “real” 
skateboard one Christmas, he 
started to take the sport seri-
ously.   

“I had a skateboard from a 
sports store, it was Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles, but 
when I was 7, I was actually re-
ally trying to ride. I had an 
older brother who skated, and 
that was influential to me. I’d 
watch him do tricks and I want-
ed to do that, too,” Burton said. 

With flat driveways and end-
less dry days in Arizona, Bur-
ton was able to skate every 
day. Back then, there weren’t 
any skateparks, so Burton 
skated in shopping plazas, be-
hind grocery stores, school 
playgrounds or in the streets. 

“I was run off all the time, 
and there were quite a few cita-
tions in my youth for skating 
on college campuses or grocery 
store lots,” he laughed. 

By the time he was 11 years 
old, Burton had earned his first 
sponsorship with Politics Skate 
Shop. 

“I’d get out of school and in-
stead of going to a day care, I’d 
go to the local skate shop called 
Politics. Laura Martin ran the 
shop and would basically 
watch me while my mom 
worked,” Burton said. “I’d 
skate around her shop and 
when not skating, she’d put me 
to work in her shop, helping or-
ganize shoes or grip skate-
boards for customers. Eventu-
ally I was sponsored by her 
shop, and it was my introduc-
tion to sponsorship.”

Politics Skate Shop eventu-
ally changed its name to Cow-
town Skateboards and Martin 
is considered the iconic god-
mother of the Phoenix skate 
scene, where she raised funds 
to build the first public, cement 
skatepark in Arizona.  

Over the course of his ca-

reer, Burton has cycled 
through numerous sponsors 
including Mannix Skateboards, 
Nike SB and Bones Wheels. His 
sponsorships have included 
flow programs where he re-
ceived product-to-contractual 
sponsorships earning royalties 
off products with his name it.

From 2002 to 2011 Burton 
competed professionally in na-
tional contests including the 
annual Tampa AM in Florida 
that attracts hundreds of skat-
ers from across the world and 
is listed as a qualifier competi-
tion for the Olympic Games. 

“There are contest skate-
boarders and skateboarders 
that are great at filming or 
making … videos set to music, 
and they don’t necessarily do 
well under pressure in compe-
titions. But they’re good at 
filming and it’s put out into the 
world and everyone thinks 
they’re an amazing skater,” 
Burton said.  

At age 16, Burton moved 
with his mother from Phoenix 
to Oregon, graduating from 
Sandy High School in 2003. Bur-
ton says that though there 
weren’t as many skaters in the 
Portland metro area compared 
to Phoenix, Portland has al-
ways had a national reputation 
for being a city devoted to 

skate culture. 
“It was a cool experience 

coming from a huge city. My 
school in Phoenix — Mountain 
Ridge High School — was the 
size of a college campus. Com-
ing to Sandy, it was the old 
school then, was tiny with 500 
kids. It was a great experience 
to see both those worlds,” he 
said. “There weren’t as many 
skaters, but there was still a 
fantastic community for skate-
boarding. Portland has always 
been supportive and iconic 
within skateboarding because 
of the Burnside Skatepark, 
which is one of the first skate-
boarder-built skateparks, and 
its rogue mission, it’s legend-
ary. Even in Phoenix, I knew 
about the Portland skate 
scene.”

Burton knew at a young age 
he wanted to be a professional 
skateboarder, but he under-
stood only a few skaters ever 
make it to Tony Hawk status. 
By 26, Burton started to learn 
more of the corporate side of 
business and wisely plotted his 
career course, first by working 
at Nordstrom where he started 
as a salesperson. While work-
ing his way up the corporate 
ladder at Nordstrom, Burton 
accepted a buyer position with 
Zumiez, which has a strong 

skateboard clientele. 
“My goal was to become a 

part of the companies that I 
was sponsored for. I tried to be 
a sponge and learn from every-
one, including salespeople, and 
volunteer as much as possible. 
That was going to be my col-
lege and I learned firsthand. I 
skated for lots of small local 
companies, like Mannix, and 
sometimes we got orders and I 
had to pack boxes. I learned 
business through those experi-
ences,” Burton said.

Burton took a position with 
a new company called Ethika 
Underwear and through the 
Zumiez business model helped 
grow the company. In 2018, 
with his prior corporate expe-
riences, Burton took the leap 
to start his own business 
where he consults with compa-
nies. 

Currently, Burton owns CTC 
Brand Agency and predomi-
nately contracts with Imperial 
Motion, a surf and skate brand 
in the Northwest where he 
oversees the manufacture and 
production side of the business 
along with helping manage a 
developed model for strategic 
partnerships with personali-
ties like reality TV stars and 
athletes who want to develop 
their brand.

Burton, along with his wife, 
Kia, and 7-year-old daughter 
London, has only lived in Hap-
py Valley for a few years, but 
has made an impact on his 
neighbors, especially the kids. 

“I went from competitions 
and having a videographer and 
photographer crew to now I’m 
usually with a bunch of 7-year-
olds in the cul-de-sac. It’s awe-
some,” he said. “It’s fun to see 
them play with it; it’s a toy and 
that’s what I want for them. 
There’s acceptance and a good 
sense of community in skat-
ing.” 

Burton recently built a mini 
skatepark in his back yard and 
has given out countless skate-
boards. His favorite local park 
is the Ed Benedict Skatepark 
on Southeast Powell Boule-
vard where “it’s street-orient-
ed and skaters can decide how 
serious they want to skate.” In 
the nation, his favorite is the 
Encinitas Skate Plaza, a 
33,000-square-foot, concrete 
skatepark for all abilities. Re-
garding scooters and bikes on 
the skatepark, Burton says it’s 
all about etiquette and wheth-
er there is enough room for 
everyone. 

Burton is excited for skating 
in the Olympic Games. 

“Ultimately it’s going to help 

skateboarding and the brands 
by putting them on the plat-
form to give it the source of 
income skateboarders de-
serve. Skaters are hard on 
their bodies, many of them 
don’t have health insurance or 
make a lot of money,” Burton 
said. “It also puts women’s 
skateboarding on a great 
stage. I love seeing more girls 
skating; they should be at the 
same level. You can see the in-
fluence over the last few years, 
like the women skaters coming 
out of Brazil and places.”

Over the course of his life, 
Burton has had numerous inju-
ries, including a dislocated 
shoulder, has given away 
thousands of boards and 
helped design five boards. And 
through it all, his love of the 
sport remains deep. 

“Skating is freedom. Espe-
cially if you’re skating down-
town or on the streets. When 
you can get to the point where 
you can maneuver the board to 
go anywhere you want, it’s a 
whole different world. Every-
thing you’re around is an ob-
stacle or can be used, and you 
always feel like a kid because 
it’s up to your imagination 
with what you want to do,” he 
said. “Every time I step on the 
skateboard, I feel free.”

Mikey Burton  
is popping ollies  
and more in  
Happy Valley

‘Skating is freedom’ “When you can get to the point where you 
can maneuver the board to go anywhere 
you want, it’s a whole different world.”

— Mikey Burton

PHOTOS BY: SHELLEY MCFARLAND

Happy Valley resident Mikey 
Burton has spent a lifetime 
skateboarding. He earned his first 
sponsorship at age 11.

Burton recently 
built a small 
skatepark at his 
home. It’s been 
a hit with the 
neighborhood 
kids who love 
skating with 
him. Here he 
pops an ollie to 
fakie on his 
backyard 
quarter pipe. 

14807 Oregon Trail Dr. • Clackamas, OR 97015
www. .com

503.741.8925

FITNESS SPECIAL 
Locally Owned & Operated

Limit one per household. No cash value. Access card fee, other fees and some restrictions may 
apply. Valid only for local residents on first visit at participating clubs. © 2015 Snap Fitness, Inc.

OREGON CITY
19703 S Highway 213 Ste. 170

(503) 656-2580 
snapfitness.com/oregoncity

Located in the Haggen Marketplace

CANBY
1109 SW 1st. Ave

(503) 266-5515 
snapfitness.com/canby

Located next to Dutch Bros

MILWAUKIE
4200 SE King Rd

(503) 353-7627
snapfitness.com/milwaukieor

Located in the Safeway Shopping Center

No matter what your goals are, Snap Fitness has all of the tools and support to help you look good, feel great, and 
get results. As a Snap Fitness member, you’ll receive a free customized nutrition and online meal plan, one-on-one 
instruction with a personal trainer, and access to over 2,000 locations worldwide. Stop in today and let us help you start 
your journey towards creating a better you.

Limit one per household. No cash value. Access card fee, other fees and some restrictions may 
apply. Valid only for local residents on first visit at participating clubs. © 2015 Snap Fitness, Inc.

OREGON CITY
19703 S Highway 213 Ste. 170

(503) 656-2580 
snapfitness.com/oregoncity

Located in the Haggen Marketplace

CANBY
1109 SW 1st. Ave

(503) 266-5515 
snapfitness.com/canby

Located next to Dutch Bros

MILWAUKIE
4200 SE King Rd

(503) 353-7627
snapfitness.com/milwaukieor

Located in the Safeway Shopping Center

No matter what your goals are, Snap Fitness has all of the tools and support to help you look good, feel great, and 
get results. As a Snap Fitness member, you’ll receive a free customized nutrition and online meal plan, one-on-one 
instruction with a personal trainer, and access to over 2,000 locations worldwide. Stop in today and let us help you start 
your journey towards creating a better you.

At Snap Fitness, we are 
exceeding COVID required 

measures and taking proper 
precautions to keep our 

Staff and Members safe and 
healthy. We are providing 

a clean, safe, social 
distancing environment. 

Also offering Envirio Health 
Solutions with Bio-tech 

solutions to kill bacteria. 
Come by and and start your 

Snap Journey today!

HALF OFF 
ENROLLMENT FEE

MONTH TO MONTH MEMBERSHIP,
NO CONTRACT! 
Expires: 7/31/20

Lu x u r y  S e n i o r  L i v i n g

503.506.2891

�����������������������
����������
��	�

O F F E R  G O O D  T H R O U G H  J U LY  2 0

14391 SE Princeton Village Way
MorningStarSeniorLiving.com
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Don’t Miss out
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CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY

July 3
Independence  
Day Observed:  
City Hall Closed

July 4
Independence Day:  
City Hall and Happy 
Valley Library CLOSED

July 6
Parks Advisory 
Committee Meeting:  
6 p.m.

July 7
City Council Work 
Session: 5 p.m.

City Council Meeting:  
6 p.m.

July 9
Traf�c & Public Safety 
Committee Meeting:  
7 p.m.

July 14
Planning Commission 
Meeting: 7 p.m.

July 16
Public Art Committee: 
5:30 p.m.

July 21
City Council Work 
Session: 5 p.m.

City Council Meeting:  
6 p.m.

July 22
HVBA Meeting:  
9 a.m.

July 29
Design Review Board:  
7 p.m.

Want to advertise in YOUR  
local community newspaper,  
the Happy Valley News?

Reach over 22,000 residents and 
businesses every month in Happy 
Valley, Damascus and the surround-
ing Clackamas, Milwaukie, Oak 
Grove and Gladstone by advertising 
in the Happy Valley News.

Print ads or inserts!
Contact Kathy Schaub to reserve 

your space by July 21 
 503-805-9930
 kschaub@clackamasreview.com

At the time of print, the following events were 
scheduled. Please check www.happyvalleyor.gov to 
confirm timing of events and instructions on how to 
participate virtually. You can also opt in to receiving 
notifications about upcoming meetings by visiting 
happyvalleyor.gov/signup-for-notifications/

City of Happy Valley

This year, the City of Happy Valley 
is organizing a 4th of July Yard Deco-
rating Contest. While we may not be 
able to gather for our annual 4th of 
July Family Festival, the City is en-
couraging the community to celebrate 
with an inaugural contest that is sure 
to spark some love for the USA!

Entries are set to be evaluated by our 
very own Happy Valley Public Safety 
Team on July 2 with the following cate-
gories in mind. 

■ Best Overall Decor
■ Best Use of Red, White, and Blue

■ Most Creative Decor
■ Most Patriotic Neigh-

borhood
Prizes for the winners 

in each yard decor cate-
gory include 4th of July 
Party Packs complete 
with hamburgers, hot 
dogs, and chips.

The City also made a call to 
action to kids. Students in grades 
K-12 were encouraged to decorate their 
bikes, scooters, and wagons in honor of the 
holiday. These submissions will be reflect-
ed on the City website with winners for this 
particular contest being decided by YOU, 

the people! The top three 
entries in this contest 

will win a 4th of July 
Kids Party Pack com-
plete with candy, 
popcorn, and other 
assorted treats. On-

line voting for this 
contest will close 

promptly at 1 p.m. Friday, 
July 3, so head to www.hap-

pyvalleyor.gov/4thofjulycontest to choose 
your favorites before it’s too late!  

All contest winners will be announced 
on the City’s Facebook page and website 
by Friday, July 3 at 5 p.m.

Happy Valley gets creative this 4th of July

Even kids can get in on the fun by decorating their bikes, scooters and 
other wheeled devices. This is a great way for youth to be part of the 
activities, especially since our traditional 4th of July parade was 
canceled. Don’t forget to head to www.happyvalleyor.gov to vote on 
your favorite kid creations by 1 p.m. Wednesday, July 1.

While we may not be able to celebrate with a traditional fireworks 
display, the City of Happy Valley is encouraging residents to get in the 
patriotic spirit and connect at safe distances with a festive yard 
decorating contest. 

By SHELLEY McFARLAND
It may be a common platitude, but it’s never said enough. 
Thank you to all our Happy Valley veterans and to all veterans throughout 

America. 
Independence Day may look a bit different this year during the pandemic, but 

what remains the same is the appreciation Happy Valley has for the men and 
women in the Armed Forces. The Americans who serve in the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard and Space Force stand ready to protect the 
nation and its citizens, and we are grateful. 

Remember to fly your American flag on Saturday, July 4, and let freedom ring!

Thank you, veterans,  
and Happy Fourth of July

Ryan Donnelly, DMD, FAGD
Craig A. Howe, DDS, FAGD

Phone: 503.353.9000
Fax: 503.786.1873

mtscottfamilydental.com
Diagnostic | Surgical | Cosmetic | Preventive and Continuing Care | Restorative Patient Comfort 

Invisalign | Root Canals | Conscious Sedation | Sleep Dentistry | Dental Implants

listening & caring. precise. 
state-of-the-art care.

Ryan Donnelly, DMD
Craig A. Howe, DDS, FAGD

12100 SE Stevens Court, Suite 101 
Happy Valley, OR 97086
Phone: 503.353.9000
Fax: 503.786.1873
www.mtscottfamilydental.com

Offi ce Hours:
Monday: 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday:7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Wednesday: 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday: 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
Friday: 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Dr. Howe and Dr. Donnelly 
keeping Happy Valley smiling since 1998 WELCOME TO OUR NEW OFFICE!

12018 SE Sunnyside Rd, Clackamas, OR  97015 | In the Safeway Shopping Center by Starbucks

DIAGNOSTIC | SURGICAL | COSMETIC | PREVENTIVE AND CONTINUING CARE
RESTORATIVE PATIENT COMFORT | WISDOM TEETH | ROOT CANALS

CONSCIOUS SEDATION | SLEEP DENTISTRY | DENTAL IMPLANTS

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY

Craig Howe
DDS, FAGD

Ryan Donnelly
DMD, FAGD

YOUR HAPPY VALLEY DENTISTS THAT LIVE IN THE COMMUNITY THEY SERVE  
 OVER 43 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE

LISTENING & CARING. PRECISE.
STATE-OF-THE-ART CARE.

We are happy to announce the addition of our newest team member- Dr. Roland Nomie- who starts 
next month! He is a graduate of Barlow High School and Midwestern University dental school.

ESTATE PLANS
CUSTOMIZED TO YOU.

New! Happy Valley Office

Free initial consultation 

Teleconferencing available

 

 

 

 

 

 

10121 SE Sunnyside Rd, #329

Happy Valley, OR 97015

tel: (503) 616 3113

 

Confluence
Law
Center

CELEBRATING OUR 9TH SEASON!
at our NEW Location  

13231 SE Sunnyside Rd at 132nd.
May 9th through October 31st

Saturdays - Rain or Shine from 9am - 2pm

Open 4th of July!
• Over 100 Vendors 
• Farms • Foods • Eggs
• Baked Goods • Honey
• Berries • Donuts
• Salsa • Artisans
• Meat, Chicken & Pork 
• Woodworking 
• Fresh Cut Flowers 
• Shave Ice • Wines & Distillery 
• Safety procedures in place

Saturdays - Rain or Shine from 

PRE-ORDER BY USING MOBILE APP 

503-504-8615 • www.sunnysidefarmersmarkets.com
Happy Valley Farmers Market         Happy Valley Farmers MarketHappy Valley Farmers Market         Happy Valley Farmers Market

Open 4th of July!

PRE-ORDER BY USING MOBILE APP 

Live Music
Food Court

is Back
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Follow us 
on social 
media

Your Happy 
Valley Library 
has been busy 
on Facebook 
and Instagram! 
Check out some 
of our top posts 
from the last 
month. Be sure 
to follow them 
for updates, 
stories and 
songs, and the 
occasional 
alpaca. 

ADULT PROGRAMS
Genealogy Club Virtual Meetings  
Mondays, July 13 and 27, 2-4 p.m. 

Searching for family roots? All are 
welcome to come and share ques-
tions, strategies, and organizing tips. 
Insights are discovered and path-
ways revealed as we attempt to 
solve the mysteries of our ancestors’ 
elusive stories! Contact the library 
for Zoom login information.  

Virtual Book Group  
Thursday, July 2, 6:30-8 p.m. 

Read the book selection for the 
month and meet to discuss the book 
with other readers. The book we will 
be talking about for July will be Their 
Eyes Were Watching God by Zora 
Neale Hurston. Contact the library 
for information on how to download 
the book for free from cloudLibrary 
and for Zoom meeting information. 

Trivia Tuesdays! 
Tuesday evenings 7-7:30 p.m. 

The questions are trivial, the fun 
isn’t! Join us for a fun evening, with 
a different theme each week. 
Contact the library for Zoom login 
information. 

Mindfulness for a 
Topsy-Turvy World 
Wednesday evenings, 6:30-8 p.m. 

Clinical evidence shows that 
Mindfulness Meditation can improve 
sleep, relationships, and help peo-
ple cope with the feelings of 
depression, anxiety, grief, loss, and 
loneliness. These weekly sessions 

include both guided meditation and 
Q&A led by Surja Tjahaja. Particular 
focus is on coping with the uncer-
tainty and challenges brought on by 
a global pandemic and social 
unrest. For beginners as well as 
those who have experience with 
Mindfulness Meditation. Contact the 
library for Zoom login information.

YOUTH PROGRAMS

Family Saturdays  
Saturdays at 10 am 

For K-5th graders. Drop in virtually 
for family fun, games, and trivia. 
Email youthlibrary@happyvalleyor.
gov for log in information. 

Teen Meet Ups 
First and Third Thursdays, 5-6 pm 

You bring the snacks, we’ll bring 
the games for a weekly virtual teen 
hang out in Zoom. Email youthli-
brary@happyvalleyor.gov for log in 
information. 

Online Storytimes 
Thursdays, 10-10:30 am 

Join Anna, Isaac and Lisa for week-
ly stories, songs and fun in Zoom. 
Email youthlibrary@happyvalleyor.
gov for log in information. 

Don’t forget! 
You can � nd musical performances, 
storytime songs, book reviews and 
more on the library’s webpage, 

Facebook and Instagram. 
Family Saturdays are perfect for 
families with young kids. Consider 
joining us at our next virtual ses-
sion!

HAPPY VALLEY LIBRARY
13793 S.E. Sieben Park Way, Happy Valley, OR  97015 | 503-783-3456 | www.happyvalleyor.gov/library

July 2020 Library Events
The library will be closed Saturday, July 4.

Surja Tjahaja returns to the Happy Valley Library lineup with a 
virtual presentation focusing on mindfulness. Contact the library for 
Zoom login information at 503-783-3456.

Family Saturdays are perfect for families with young kids. 
Consider joining us at our next virtual session.

Happy Valley Library

Did you get a notice that the 
items you have placed on hold 
are available at the Happy Val-
ley Library? 

 Please call 503-783-3456 to 
schedule a time to pick up your 
items. All you need is your li-
brary card number!

 How does it work? Schedule 
an appointment. We'll place 
your items, already checked 
out, on a table outside the front 
door for you to grab and go.

 Have questions? Just con-
tact us and we’ll get you 
squared away!

Library offers contactless pickup
service for materials on hold

Have a library item on hold? You may be able to pick up your 
materials sooner than later as this service just recently resumed. 

Serving Oregon & Washington Since 1969 | Where Quality & Price Meet!

A second generation family owned business built on 
over 50 years of referrals & satis� ed customers

• Tile • Composition 
• Shakes • Metal 

• Repairs 
• Maintenance

www.blissroo� ng.com   (503) 653-6100

Call us today for a free estimate

Still Scheduling 

for Summer!

Book Today!

11520 SE Sunnyside Road, Clackamas, OR 97015  |  miramontpointe.com

We value all of our team members and their  
hard work, compassion and dedication, 
especially during this time. Thank you for 
everything you do to help residents stay 
safe and healthy, while enriching the quality 
of their lives. The meaningful impact we 
are fortunate to make in the lives of many 
throughout the community would not be 
possible without each and every one of you. 

Discover how rich life’s moments can be in a 
community that celebrates every one. 

THANK YOU
HEALTHCARE
HEROES

SENIOR LIVING  |  ASSISTED CARE  |  MEMORY CARE  |  RESPITE CARE

Call Amber or Colleen at 503-698-1600  
to experience senior living at it’s best.
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CLOUD LIBRARY
Looking for more 
e-book options? 

Check out the selections 
from CloudLibrary, a free 
service with your library 
card. With shorter waitlists 
than Libby, a great selection 
of audiobooks and titles for 
all ages, CloudLibrary offers 
access to lots of reading. 
Download the app, sync up 
your library card, and start 
reading! 

GET TO KNOW YOUR LIBRARIANS

Happy Valley Library Staff Spotlight 

WHO: Anna, Youth Services Librarian 

WHAT I’M READING: Tristan Strong Punches a 
Hole in the Sky by Kwame Mbalia and Grown-Up 
Pose by Sonya Lalli 

WHAT I’M LISTENING TO: Body Kindness podcast 
by Rebecca Scritchfield and the Good Night Stories 
for Rebel Girls podcast 

WHAT I’M LEARNING: how not to be a planner and 
be present! Youth Librarian, Anna, is a familiar face at the Happy 

Valley Library. She is often helping families and 
teachers find just the right book or resource, and is 
passionate about her work. 

Happy Valley Library

Library staff are asking that question, too! While we don’t 
know exactly when the library will reopen just yet, we do know 
that things will look and work a little differently for a while. 
Here’s what we do know:

Wait Time
There will be a limit to the number of people allowed in the building 

at one time. Expect to wait in line outside of the building and be pre-
pared to stand in the weather!  

You can help us by limiting the number of people you bring to the 
library as well. While we would love to see your entire family (sigh!), 
fewer people mean lines can move faster. We truly appreciate your 
patience with this one. 

Be Quick!
In order to help as many people as possible, we will be asking pa-

trons to limit their time in the library. Please be mindful of those wait-
ing to enter and try to browse the aisles and complete check out effi-
ciently.  

Services Will Be Limited
You will be able to get a new library card, pick up holds and check 

out materials, but we will not have computer access, Wi-Fi, study ta-
bles or in-person programming available in the library just yet. We’re 
sad about this too, but hope that we can expand our services in the 
future. 

We’re Still Here to Help
Staff are available by phone, email or on social media to answer 

questions, provide recommendations and offer virtual programming. 
It looks a little different, but our library staff still loves to help! 

Things are constantly changing, so visit our website at www.hap-
pyvalleyor.gov/library or follow us on social media (Facebook and In-
stagram) for updates on our services, including when we will reopen! 

 The Happy Valley Library team has been working diligently since the pandemic broke and is excited to serve patrons in-person. 
While a reopening date has yet to be announced, be sure to check out the library website or follow the team on social media to stay 
in the know about all the latest happenings.

When will the Happy Valley Library reopen? 
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Providing quality dental care for over 40 years!

Your Father-Daughter Team
Dr. Dick Hikade and

Dr. Brooke Hikade-Wyatt

SUNNYSIDE DENTISTRY
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Clackamas, OR  97015 | o�  ce@hikadedental.com

503-558-9828 (o�  ce) | 503-558-9829 (fax)

sunnysidedentistry.com
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By SHELLEY McFARLAND

After years in the music 
scene, friends Jim Bevan 
and Blake Nelson decided to 
create their own production 
company to put on concerts 
and other events and pro-
mote the music industry. 

When Bridgetown Produc-
tions took shape last year, Be-
van and Nelson were humming 
with excitement to launch their 
new enterprise, but then the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit. 

Bevan and Nelson didn’t 
miss a beat. They created a va-
riety of digital concerts to con-
tinue their mission of promot-
ing their musician clients and 
the industry. 

“Our focus with Bridgetown, 
in general, is technical produc-
tion, artist representation and 
event management. But right 
now, with no gigs or events 
happening, we decided to pur-
sue putting on some highly 
p r o d u c e d ,  v i r t u a l , 
livestreamed shows,” Bevan 
said. “We started it with the 
desire to support artists who 
are talented but need help and 
also to support community 
events. Given these times 
when all events are canceled 
— which hurts artists who rely 
on gig income to survive — we 
thought doing some livestream 
shows was a perfect way to 
help them. Also, giving people 
more of a true concert from a 
local artist from the comfort 
and safety of their home.”

Bevan, a drummer originally 
from Michigan, is an engineer 
at Daimler Trucks. Nelson is a 
bass guitarist and singer who 
grew up in North Portland and 
is a real estate broker in Happy 
Valley. The two played togeth-
er for 10 years in various 
bands, mostly country. They 
saw many talented musicians 
who were not savvy to the 
business or production side of 
the music industry. 

“There’s a learning curve in 
the music industry, and you 
can learn the wrong way. It 
can start you off on the wrong 

foot and set the bar for you; I 
went through that myself,” 
Nelson said. “Jim and I 
thought, we have years of suc-
cessful experience and good 
results, let’s see what we can 
do,” he said. 

The two work together as a 
team, with Bevan taking care 
of the technical aspects of au-
dio engineering, recording and 
lighting, while Nelson enjoys 
the relational aspect of the job 
— bookings and working with 
venues and musicians. 

To date, Bridgetown has 
produced 15 high-quality, vir-
tual shows in Happy Valley 
with over 26,000 views. The 
shows range from pop, rock, 
country, soul, R&B and even 
Celtic. Their artist list includes 
Trent Beaver, Tay Conti, Al-
most Urban, Pride of the North 
Bank, Jessie Leigh and Joanna 
Lee. They started out asking 
their family and friends to 
watch the videos, but the view-
ership quickly grew.

“Our first virtual concert 
was with Trent Beaver, and we 
set a goal to get to 1,000 views. 
We thought that would be a 
great number, and it was at 
1,000 views by that night. The 
videos are live, but after 
they’re done people can still 
watch them,” Nelson said.

In the music industry, Nel-
son said artists can spend up-
ward of $15,000 to make a six-
song album. 

“We can create a respect-
able album for artists for a 
fraction of the cost. It only 
takes the right person to hear 
the right song at the right time 
to make a career,” Nelson said. 
“Even a bad song can change 
your career if someone likes it. 

And if an artist finds them-
selves in this position, can 
they deliver on what they 
have?”  

Bevan said many artists are 
happy being independent and 
look to produce high-quality 
recordings. With Bridgetown 
Productions, they want to help 
their clients find the path that 
will work best for them. 

“We are excited about what 
we do because there are bands 
out there that might have their 
big shot next week, and we 
made a quality video of them 
that helps define them. If your 
goal in life is to reach that 
point, don’t sell yourself 
short,” Nelson said. 

Both men said this is an ex-
citing time for their production 
company because people are 
looking forward to watching 
the weekly virtual concerts 
and are telling their friends. As 
their viewership grows, Nelson 
said people are listening to mu-
sic they might not usually lis-
ten to and are expanding their 
repertoire. The artists also are 
listening to the concerts and 
supporting one another. 

“We’re basically taking the 
idea of a livestream music per-
formance and stepping it up to 
the next level. Most people just 
use a cell phone camera for 
this, but at Bridgetown Produc-
tions, we’re using a staged area 
with lights, true engineered/
mixed audio, and making it 
more of a legitimate show. All 
this happens from my studio 
right here in Happy Valley,” 
Bevan said.  

For more information or to 
watch the virtual concert se-
ries, visit bridgetown-produc-
tions.com.

Bridgetown Productions helps �ll 
musical void with digital concerts

“We can create a respectable album for artists  
for a fraction of the cost. It only takes the right 
person to hear the right song at the right time  
to make a career.” 

— Blake Nelson 

Jim Bevan 
and Blake 

Nelson, 
seen in 

their 
production 

studio, 
have been 
producing 

digital 
concerts 

during the 
pandemic. 

Their 
company, 

Bridgetown 
Productions 

promotes 
artists, 

venues and 
events.

Check our website, Facebook
& Instagram for new styles. 

13175 SE Sunnyside Rd, Suite C
Happy Valley OR 97015

503.698.3400 
Mon-Sat 11-6 and Sun 12-5

Fresh new summer arrivals daily. 

We off er FREE shipping over $50, free local 
same day delivery, or in store pickup.

Shop us Online!
www.sublimeclothingboutique.com

Mention this ad and get
10% off  your fi rst order!

Experienced Board Certi� ed Orthopedic Care

Akash 
Gupta, MD 

Bret T. 
Kean, MD

Matthew T. 
Sugalski, MD

Heather Beissinger, 
MS,  PA-C

Paul D. 
Ruesch, MD

One Patient • One Orthopedist • Superior Outcomes

Help Patients
Move...Live....Enjoy Life

Happy 4th of July!

Eastside Orthopedics and Sports Medicine
eosdocs.com  503-659-1769

MILWAUKIE  6542 S.E. Lake Road, Just off Hwy 224
GRESHAM  25050 SE Stark St.  Bldg 4, #301 Mt. Hood Medical Center

503-698-8911
bristolhospice-oregon.com

EXCEPTIONAL HOSPICE CARE...
IN YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

Hospice is...About Living

Are you caring for a loved one at home? If you are 
experiencing a serious illness, hospice care may be an option 

for you. You can call us anytime day or night. The Bristol 
Hospice team is available and ready to offer information on 

resources and support. 

Our team’s mission is that all patients and families entrusted 
to our care will be treated with the highest level of 

compassion, respect and quality of care. 

We are prepared to safely provide care for your loved one

Hospice Focuses on the Person,  
not the Disease

Virtual visits can replace in-person visits when necessary.

During this time we are STILL admitting residents to hospice 
care, we can STILL offer exceptional care and support through 
virtual methods and we can STILL safely enter your facility to 

provide the care that is necessary.

Do not hesitate to call us with a question or referral, we are 
here to help.

Dana Miller, 
RN -Director 

of Patient Care 
Services  

Vanessa Noonan, 
RN -Executive 

Director 
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City of Happy Valley

Nothing reminds us summer 
is here quite like a flourishing 
garden and a beautiful trees-
cape. It’s the time of year when 
you can enjoy the warmth of 
the sun in your own backyard 
and revel in the beauty of the 
colorful flora and fauna at your 
fingertips. If you are wondering 
what to do to keep your trees 
looking great, below are some 
helpful tips from our City Ar-
borist, Leslie Gover.

Safety first: All that June 
rain likely caused your outdoor 
plant life to grow in abundance. 
With fire season on the hori-
zon, now is the time to mow 
that tall grass and cut back any 
branches that overhang roof-
tops.  Remember to always use 
proper pruning tools and tech-
niques whenever cutting things 
back. Just go slowly and be 
cautious, so you don’t overdo it. 

Make a little space: Winter 
pruning promotes better 
growth in the spring and sum-
mer, but if that growth has 
been bountiful, it’s important to 
check on your trees, particu-
larly street trees, to see if any 
need some thinning out. City 

Code does require residents to 
trim trees affecting public 
rights of way. This helps en-
sure that traffic safety devices 
(i.e. stop signs, traffic signals, 
vehicular and pedestrian safe-
ty, street names signs, etc.) are 
visible from roadways. This al-
so ensures garbage trucks and 
emergency vehicles can safely 
navigate City streets. Interior 
branches can also be thinned 
out to help promote better aera-
tion throughout the tree, like 

an umbrella shielding you from 
a storm. 

Don’t be alarmed: For resi-
dents that have conifer trees, 
such as Doug firs, cedars, and 
pines, you may notice brown-
ing of interior needles. This is a 
common occurrence that hap-
pens once the new spring 
growth matures. It can be 
alarming to witness, but it is a 
very much a normal part of the 
natural aging and shedding cy-

cle. Interior needles are the old-
est and photosynthesize less 
effectively as new growth oc-
curs. You will likely find that 
these needles eventually shed 
as the tree lightens its load in 
preparation for the coming win-
ter. If your tree is showing 
browning or yellowing at the 
tips or all over, there is likely a 
problem. Culprits might be 
pests, lack of hydration, or dis-

ease.
Know when to turn off the 

sprinklers:  Although summer 
is usually drier and hotter, 
trees, shrubs, and other plant 
life can get too much water if 
you aren’t careful and that can 
be detrimental if you give too 
much. When deciding if you 
should water your trees, check 
the condition of the soil nearest 
them. If it is soggy or damp, you 

can hold off. 
Helping the City’s tree cano-

py remain lush and healthy is 
of benefit to everyone. By tak-
ing steps now to preserve the 
life of trees, we will be able to 
enjoy them for years to come.

Keep your trees healthy this summer IS MY TREE 
SUPPOSED TO 
LOOK LIKE THAT?

City of Happy Valley res-
idents can reach out to City 
Arborist/Horticulturalist, 
Leslie Gover, with ques-
tions about tree care. While 
she won’t do the work for 
you, she will most certainly 
help walk you through the 
concepts and give advice 
on steps you can take to 
keep your trees healthy 
and sustainable. She can 
also provide guidelines 
when picking a private ar-
borist or tree care company 
to help.

And, if you have a ques-
tion about the health of a 
tree in your parking strip, 
shared space, or on City 
owned property, Gover is 
certainly an excellent re-
source. 

Residents can Email Les-
lie at cityarborist@hap-
pyvalleyor.gov. 

Balanced branch spacing is key to the pruning process. Illustration 
found at treesaregood.org. 

Summer is the perfect time to enjoy the beautiful foliage in Happy 
Valley. By giving your residential trees some TLC, they too will enjoy 
these warmer months.

City of Happy Valley

While it may seem like one 
yard is insignificant when it 
comes to protecting wildlife 
habitats, the Backyard Habitat 
Certification Program dis-
agrees. In a partnership be-
tween Columbia Land Trust 
and Audubon Society Port-
land, this program provides 
technical assistance, advice, 
and incentives to those who 
want to improve wildlife habi-
tat in their yards, control nox-
ious weeds, manage stormwa-
ter onsite, and garden natu-
rally.

With 4,500 urban and subur-
ban yards currently in the pro-
gram, the combined effect can 
have a huge impact on the re-

gion’s wildlife.
The program is open to pri-

vate residences (under one 
acre), as well as to schools, 
community groups, public in-
stitutions, and businesses. For 
$35, a Habitat Technician will 
visit the participant’s yard to 
identify noxious weeds and 
suggest beneficial native 
plants and other features that 
will attract and support birds 
and other wildlife. Recommen-
dations are tailored to each 
participant’s yard and inter-
ests. Participants also receive 
other perks such as discounted 
prices on native plants, cou-
pons to local garden centers, 
follow-up technical assistance, 
and certification signs to dis-
play in their yard.

To enroll or learn more, 
please visit www.backyard-
habitats.org. It should be not-
ed that due to the pandemic, 
site visits have been placed on 
temporary hold, however the 
program encourages regis-
trants to move forward with 
enrollment and be added to 
the waitlist. The Backyard 
Habitat Team will be connect-
ing as soon as possible to 
schedule.

This program is made pos-
sible with assistance from the 
following organizations: Co-
lumbia Land Trust, Audubon 
Society of Portland, Clacka-
mas Soil and Water Conser-
vation District, and Clacka-
mas County Water Environ-
ment Services.

Create a welcoming habitat for wildlife in your own backyard

 Black-capped chickadee photo
 The violet-green swallow or the 
black-capped chickadee could call 
your backyard home.

 Black-capped chickadee photo

Support these local Alliance members!

Sunnyside Meadows
Forum at Town Center

Miracle Heights Senior Living
Portland Party Platters

Wronski Electric
Clackamas Liquor

Aqua Float

Magnus Group
US World Class Taekwondo

Happy Valley
Sublime Clothing

Hyva SPC
The Bold Orange

Katie Moscillo Realty
Impact Coaching

Sarah’s Salsa
A Tot’s Spot Academy

Matisse & Picasso Salon
Vantage Virtual Solutions

Melissa Murphy Real Estate
Hair Envy

We Are Cake

Priority One Property 
Management

Savasana Massage & Body
Olivia Grace Paper Co.

Salon Fuss
Rena Lee Photography

Consistent Image Web Design

HAPPY VALLEY BUSINESS ALLIANCE

COMMUNITY IS OUR BUSINESS!

www.BlissRoo� ng.com
503-653-6100

CCB#56642

•H O M E S•
OREGON’S BUILDER SINCE 1974

Family Owned & 
Building

Custom Homes,
additions & remodels 

since 1974

503.658.7558 | www.ostercra� homes.com
ostercra� @comcast.net

503-742-0101 

crystalgreens.com

Let us worry about the details of your retirement, 
so you can focus on running your business!

Ashley M. Micciche, 
CRPC®, QPFC®, CEO

Happy Valley Resident Since 2009
www.TrueNorthRetirementAdvisors.com

Schedule a free, no sales pitch 15-minute 
strategy call today: 503-387-6869

SERVICES: Business Valuation  
• Retirement Plans  • Exit Planning
• Investment Management

Exceptional Hospice Care . . . In Your Local Community

We meet the 4th Wednsday of every month.
Join us for a virtual meeting on Wednesday July 22nd at 9:00am

Welcoming New Members:

Visit www.hvba.biz for more businesses serving your community.
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City of Happy Valley

In the days leading up to the 
Fourth of July holiday as well as 
several days after, a task force of 
police and community service of-
ficers watch the streets and skies 
of Happy Valley, on the lookout 
for illegal fireworks. 

While fireworks are the Fourth of 
July’s hallmark feature, serious ca-
tastrophes inevitably ensue when 
safety precautions and the law are 
i g n o r e d . 
Complaints 
due to illegal 
fireworks in 
the area are 
n a t u r a l l y 
higher this 
time of year, 
so the task 
force oper-
ates in ef-
forts to be 
proactive to 
prevent ma-
jor crises. To 
do this, the 
team con-
ducts targeted patrols of neighbor-
hoods and responds to resident re-
ports. With many residents staying 
close to home this year, the City rec-
ognizes there may be an influx in 
neighborhood fireworks.

Most simply, illegal fireworks en-
danger life and property. In 2017, 
Happy Valley Police responded to 
illegal firework activity near the 
13000 block of Taralon which nearly 
created a full-blown house fire. A 
citizen lit a large, illegal mortar fire-
work in his backyard. The firework 
hit the resident’s sliding back door, 
where it broke the glass and explod-

ed dangerously, sending flames into 
the yards of two neighbors. The res-
ident was cited for possession of il-
legal fireworks and arrested. Lucki-
ly, no one sustained any serious in-
juries, but it could have been much 
worse. The busiest day of the year 

for emergency rooms is usually the 
Fourth of July, with most common 
injuries resulting from extreme 
burns, loss of fingers or limbs, and 
severe eye damage. 

Happy Valley adopted its zero-
tolerance policy for illegal fireworks 
11 years ago. A firm $1,000 citation 
will be issued on the spot if someone 
is found to be using illegal fireworks 
within City limits. Safety is by far 
the number one priority and officers 
will not be interested in excuses or 
reasons as to why residents are opt-

ing to use illegal fireworks. If you 
observe someone in the City to be 
lighting illegal fireworks, please re-
port it. The potential for physical 
injury or property damage is too 
great.

We hope everyone enjoys the up-
coming holiday and refrains from 
using illegal fireworks this year. We 
recognize this has been a tough sev-
eral months. Between the pandemic, 
kids being out of school, and the 
emotional climate of our nation 
right now, we simply want to en-

courage everyone to look out for one 
another and help keep the Fourth of 
July as stress-free as possible. Now, 
more than ever, we are encouraging 
residents to work together in these 
efforts. For some individuals such as 
war veterans, young children, and 
pets, illegal fireworks are also ex-
tremely frightening. For property 
owners, the damage that follows as 
result of a house fire can be finan-
cially devastating. Please, be re-
spectful of each other and our City. 
We are all in this together. 

Fireworks task force prepares for the holiday

PUBLICSAFETY
Steve Campbell

KEEP YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD SAFE

To report illegal firework activ-
ity in Happy Valley, you can do the 
following:

For immediate danger to life or 
property, or you witness the use in 
progress, please call 911. 

To report the use of illegal fire-
works, but have no suspect infor-
mation, please call non-emergency 
dispatch at 503-655-8211.

You can also email fireworks@
happyvalleyor.gov.

Don’t risk it: 
Per Oregon 
law, fireworks 
used in the 
state must be 
purchased from 
an Oregon 
permitted 
retail fireworks 
sales location. 
Fireworks that 
fly in the air, 
explode or 
behave in an 
uncontrolled 
and 
unpredictable 
manner are 
simply not 
allowed to be 
used in Oregon 
without a 
proper permit 
issued by the 
Office of the 
State Fire 
Marshal. 

Is it worth it? Consider the cost of a 
$1,000 citation. If you are found to be in 
violation, it is an automatic fine. If 
someone in your neighborhood is setting 
off illegal fireworks, please call to report 
it. You could help prevent injury and or 
property damage.

City of Happy Valley

Set to go live on July 1, 
Happy Valley will introduce 
a new online system for resi-
dents and visitors to use 
when coordinating their City 
recreational needs. 

The software will help City 
staff with activity scheduling, fa-
cility management, and fee col-
lection, as well as provide auto-

mation and tracking. 
This online registration allows 

our community to conveniently 
access our programs, activities, 
classes, and field and park reser-

vations from anywhere, any-
time. 

It will offer and manage regis-
tration, configure pricing, build 
waitlists, communicate with 
participants, and run camp and 
activity sessions, all within one 

flexible system.  
Check out our website at www.

happyvalleyor.gov or the City’s 
Facebook page for more informa-
tion!

Online Happy Valley Parks and 
Recreation portal coming soon

An online 
Parks and 
Recreation 
portal will 
soon be 
available for 
use. Sign up 
for 
programs, 
make 
reservations, 
and pay for 
activities all 
in one place!

12550 SE 93rd Ave, #340 Clackamas 97015 |  503-344-4554 |  www.realestatenetworkgroup.harcourtsusa.com

� e housing market is moving fast

Don’t get left behind! 
Call our o�  ce today if you are
interested in buying or selling.

By being a local, we know local property marketing 
intimately. The facts, the � gures and the trends. Trust 
us to get the results you want, when you want them.

People First
Doing the Right � ing

Being Courageous
Fun and Laughter

9617 SE Nicholas DR Happy Valley
RMLS # 20302142  $579,900

© 2018 Finance of America Mortgage LLC | Equal Housing Lender        | NMLS 1071  

 

Branch Manager & Mortgage Advisor 

(503) 496-5702 
(503) 819-7703 

tstinson@financeofamerica.com 
FOAmortgage.com/tstinson 

Victoria Wriglesworth, Broker
Cell: 503-780-6607
victoria@victoriaellita.com

• Harcourts Top Producer for 2018 & 2019
• PMAR Diamond Platinum Member 2017, 2018 & 2019
• Victoria has been recognized within Harcourts Real 

Estate Network Group receiving the Top Ten sales 
award three years in a row; 2017, 2018, 2019

• RMLS, NWMLS, COAR Listing Services
• OAR, NAR, PMAR 
• Licensed in Oregon and Washington

Victoria was incredible to work with. � e Portland 
housing market was very tough and she persisted and kept 
me on track and engaged; especially in those times when 
I really wanted to give up. She is funny, warm, smart, 
thoughtful, knowledgeable, a great problem solver, and 
just a joy to work with. You want her in your corner!

– Melissa S

5 Bedroom
s!
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Safety is our top priority, so here’s what 
your lessons will look like when you come...

MUSIC LESSONS
NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Offering lessons in:

• PIANO   • GUITAR   • VIOLIN
• VOICE   • DRUMS & more

It’s easy!
CALL TODAY

503-974-4997

www.HappyValleyArtsAcademy.com
info@HappyValleyArtsAcademy.com

14654 SE Sunnyside Rd
Happy Valley, OR  97015

Martin and his staff are excited about moving forward 
into this new phase. 

“We believe now it more important than ever before that we 
continue to share and learn music in our community.”

To sign up for lessons at the academy, you can go to
www.happyvalleyartsacademy.com or

you can call 503-974-4997

Question 1
“How much should my child be practicing every week?” 
Well, of course EVERY day would be best. But you also don’t 

want to set them up for something they cannot maintain. 5 
days a week is probably the most reasonable. 

But before you worry about how many days a week they are 
practicing, make sure they have all the tools to practice during 
the week. The key is preparation.

1. Have a daily practice journal to log their practice time. 
2. Have written assignments from their teacher so that if they 

have questions during the week, you can help them.
3. Explain what is expected of them and set weekly goals for 

attaining those goals. 
4. Provide a reward system if they reach these practice goals.
One more note about practicing: it is usually a good idea for 

children to not take more than one day off from practicing at 
a time. The reason for this is simply that two full days of time 
away from their instrument will result in them forgetting much 
of what they were working on. They’ll get rusty.

So if they practice 5 days a week, just skip one day during the 
week, and one day on the weekend. 

Question 2
“How long will my child have to take lessons before they will know 

how to play the instrument?”
It is truly impossible to answer 

this for everyone. Some people 
may take lessons for a couple years 
and be perfectly pro� cient at their 
instrument.   Others may take les-
sons for 5 years and still struggle 
with basic concepts. 

It really just depends on a few 
key things:

1. Do they have a good teacher 
that is patient and does not put too 
much pressure on them? 

2. How motivated is the student? 
If they are motivated to learn, they 
may surprise you and make tremendous progress in under a 
year. 

3. What does “knowing how to play their instrument” mean 
to you? Does it mean they can play a song? Does it mean they 
can read music? Does it mean they are at the level of a profes-
sional musician? 

Anybody who is truly great at something must commit many, 
many years of their lives to it. 

What’s great about music is that the enjoyment comes not 
just in the playing, but also in the process of learning. Most 
things that are worthwhile don’t happen overnight.   The key 
here is commitment. Stick with it. You will never regret sticking 
with music. 

Question 3
“How often should we come for lessons to get the best result?”
Over the years we have had students come once month, twice 

a month, once a week, twice a week, three times a week, and 
various other frequencies. And I can tell you that the best fre-
quency is once a week.   It’s just enough time for the child to 
practice without developing bad habits. It’s not too often for 
them to get burnt out. 

Question 4
“Whats the best teaching method to use for my child?”
I don’t think there is one right answer here. I DO think it’s 

WAY more important that they � nd the right TEACHER regard-
less of what method they teach.  In addition to the right teacher, 
the students need to be plugged into a system which gives them 
the opportunity to perform and earn rewards for their progress. 
This is critical and far too often overlooked by teachers.

These two keys are FAR more import-
ant than any speci� c teaching method 
used.

Question 5
“What do I do when my child says they 

don’t want to take lessons anymore?”
The � rst question I would ask the stu-

dent would be, “why don’t you want to 
take lessons?”. 

If they say they don’t like their teacher 
because they are mean, then you need to 
talk to the teacher and � nd out what is 
going on.

If they say they just don’t like to prac-
tice, then you would want to make sure you and the teacher 
are giving them proper motivation to continue (do they get a 
chance to perform at least once a year, are they earning trophies 
and certi� cates for their progress etc… Once again, don’t under-
estimate the power of rewards and recognition.) 

If they don’t give a reason other than that they are just tired 
of it and want to quit. Well, then it just comes down to their/
your level of commitment. Which of course I cannot answer for 
you as it is a personal choice. 

I will however say this: You will get out it what you put into 
it. EVERYONE comes to a point in lessons when it gets hard. 
The ultimate question then becomes this: Will your child regret 
quitting when they are older.  My guess is yes. 

Let me put it to you this way: Have you ever heard someone 
say, “I wish I had stuck with my music lessons when I was a 
kid.” (I have personally heard countless people say this)  How 
about this:

“Gosh, I really wish I had quit my music lessons when I was a 
kid…” (I’ve NEVER heard anyone say that.. Have YOU?)

Question 6
“My child says they want to take a different instrument. Should I 

let them switch or should I make them stick with it?”
Depends on how long they been taking their current instru-

ment. Personally, I think 2 years is a good amount of time for a 
child to get a good handle on an instrument before exploring a 
new one.  If they have only been taking lessons on their current 
instrument for 6 or 8 months, then I would be careful. Because 
once they move to the new instrument, they may never play the 
old one again. ESPECIALLY if they never learned how to play a 
song or anything on the old instrument. 

I’ve noticed that if a child takes lessons on two separate in-
struments. The strangest thing happens. They progress faster 
on each instrument.  The reason for this I think is because they 
are practicing twice as long per day (practicing two different 
instruments) and so they are developing themselves musically 
at a faster rate.   CAUTION: Don’t let them take lessons on two 
separate instruments unless they are prepared to practice twice 
as long per day!

Question 7
“My child has never taken lessons before. What’s the best instru-

ment to start with?”
First I would say ask THEM what they want to learn. If they 

truly have no preference, I would say piano. It’s the easiest in-
strument to learn at the beginning. The key for any of us when 
learning something new is to get results as quickly as possi-
ble. This gives us con� dence, which leads to motivation, which 
leads to more learning. 

•  All staff and teachers will be wearing face 
masks 

•  Hand sanitizer stations will be placed 
throughout the school

•  The staff will be cleaning off instruments, 
door knobs, and used surfaces between 
lessons

•  Social distancing markers will be placed 
throughout the school

•  All chairs will be removed from the lobby
•  Lesson rooms will only have chairs for the 

teacher and student

Over $100 in Savings!!
C O U P O N

FREE $35
FIRST LESSON

Expires July 31, 2020

C O U P O N

FREE $50
REGISTRATION

Expires July 31, 2020

C O U P O N

FREE $25
BOOK BAG

Expires July 31, 2020

Answers to The 7 Most Common 
Questions About Music Lessons

Over 30 FIVE-Star Google reviews and Over 70 FIVE-Star facebook reviews
“Friendly staff that always have been 

accommodating with my schedule and � tting 
me into slots. Instructors who know the 

instrument that they are teaching. Whether 
your wanting to take lessons yourself or enroll 

your child to learn an instrument, I highly 
recommend Happy Valley Arts Academy.”

– Joseph *****

“They do a great job making learning 
music fun!”

– Brian Chou *****

“My daughter loves taking voice there! I 
have been impressed with your facility and 
how well your business is run. My daughter 

thinks her instructor is wonderful.”
– Heather Tercek *****

“Faithful instruction. Kind teachers. 
Friendly, competent staff. Quick responses to 
my inquiries. “ This is my experience always 

at HVAA! Love this place! 
– Sheri Howell *****

“I was really impressed with this place. The people 
that work there I so kind and accommodating. They 

work with people of all age groups.”
– Jenah Winkler *****

“Very enthusiastic staff members! My daughter had 
picked up piano quickly with no former knowledge of 

music theory. We look forward to every visit!” 
– Vanessa Urias *****

“My kids love this school. Teachers are fun and 
knowledgeable.”

– Oksana Proskurnya *****

By David Martin Director of Happy Valley Arts Academy
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By SHELLEY McFARLAND
For Chip and Cynde 

Dunn, the recent flood of 
race talks is nothing new. 
Chip has dealt with racism, 
and how he is perceived, ev-
ery day of his life. 

Chip is a Black man who 
grew up in southern Califor-
nia where race issues were 
prevalent, while Cynde is 
white and grew up in Mil-
waukie. Their two children, 
Charlie, 10, and Isaac, 7, are 
witnessing a shift in America 
culture, and their parents are 
helping them understand the 
significance. 

“We saw the video (of 
George Floyd), and then to 
have a bedtime conversation 
with a 10-year-old is hard. 
Charlie told me he didn’t want 
his dad to leave the house, and 
he didn’t want to go outside to 
play. He’s just a kid. From my 
perspective, that’s awful,” 
Cynde said. “But that’s his re-
ality. Can I really tell my chil-
dren that nothing will happen, 
and everything is going to be 
OK? I can’t. I can’t reassure 
them, and as a mom, that’s 
what I want to do, but it’s giv-
ing them false hope.”

Recently, the Dunns took 
their boys to the Happy Valley 
march on June 3, where they 
saw friends and neighbors 
join in the rally to end racism. 
The Dunns hope the national 
momentum of the protests can 
create real change and people 
will expose their children to 
more diversity through books, 
events and friends.  

“Now our conversations 
have changed drastically. Be-
fore, race was something we 
just touched on, and we’ve al-
ways talked about how mom 
and dad look different from 
each other. But with the cur-
rent events, it’s been taken to 
a whole new level,” Cynde 
said. “It’s saturated in the 
news. At first, I just wanted to 
protect my kids. We didn’t 
want to, but we can’t not have 
these talks. It’s impacting 
them because they’re seeing 
it, and they have to be pre-

pared because they are facing 
it already.”  

Earlier this year, Charlie 
was exposed to the “n” word 
for the first time during recess 
at school. While Cynde and 

the school dealt with it quick-
ly, it saddened her to have to 
explain what the word meant 
and to give him strategies for 
dealing with racism. 

“Charlie had never heard 

that word before, not in music 
or movies; he’s not exposed to 
it. We protected him from it. 
But with the narrative that is 
happening now, we must be 
transparent with him and give 
him the information to pre-
pare him. 

“The conversations that our 
white friends are having with 
their kids are not the same 
conversations about race that 
I am having with my children. 
And why aren’t they? They 
should be the same conversa-
tions, because when some-
thing happens, those are the 
kids who need to step in and 
support Charlie and not leave 
him by himself,” Cynde said. 
“When I’ve asked friends if 
they are having those conver-
sations or if they think their 
kid would stand up for Charlie 

and they say, ‘no,’ I think it’s 
the responsibility of the par-
ents to have these talks so 
there will be real change.” 

Cynde said her parents did 
not have any discussions with 
her about race when she was 
growing up because it didn’t 
impact her life. Her school 
only had a couple Black stu-
dents and Black history edu-
cation was reserved for Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day. She 
hopes all families will start to 
have the difficult conversa-
tions confronting racism, even 
in predominantly white neigh-
borhoods. 

Chip’s experiences growing 
up in California were vastly 
different. 

When Chip was a child, he 
learned a second history from 
his parents, a more accurate 
history of the Black experi-
ence in America, along with 
celebrating the valuable ac-
complishments of his race. 

Chip’s grandfathers each 
contributed to improvements 
in the lives of Black people. 
One was a Pullman porter for 
the railroad. Up until the 
1960s, porters were exclusive-
ly Black. The group has been 
credited with helping create a 
black middle class. 

Chip’s other grandfather 
was a member of the Tuskeg-
ee Airmen, composed of Afri-
can American and Caribbean 
American military pilots. The 
two Tuskegee units, the 332nd 
Fighter Group and the 477th 
Bombardment Group of the 
U.S. Army Air Forces fought 
in North Africa and Europe 
during WWII. 

While Chip continues teach-
ing his children to celebrate 
their collective history, he 
wishes he didn’t also have to 
talk about racism. 

“In the big picture, I hope 
the world sees my children as 
no different, they are treated 
the same and are allowed the 
same opportunities as every-
body else without judging 
them based on how they look. 
It’s that simple,” Chip said. 
“The same things that were 
happening 60 years ago are 
still happening today, and as 
this movement progresses, I 
hope there is a break in the 
chain and the system will 
start to change in a way that 
is equitable for everybody, 
primarily for people of color. 

“It’s impossible to heal from 
the emotional, psychological 
and physical trauma when the 
racism continues.” 

How one Happy Valley couple is talking to their kids about racism
HOPING for real CHANGE

“The conversations that our white friends are having 
with their kids are not the same conversations about 
race that I am having with my children. … They should 
be the same conversations, because when something 
happens, those are the kids who need to step in.”

— Cynde Dunn

The Dunns recently attended the Peaceful Protest in Happy Valley on June 3 to denounce against racism and 
police brutality.

The Dunns, Cynde, Chip, Isacc 7 and Charlie 10.

Be part of the change.
FIGHT RACISM AND DISCRIMINATION

503-253-7789  |  sunglowinc.com

Enhance the safety of your indoor air quality! 

SUN GLOW IS LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
BY A HAPPY VALLEY FAMILY 

Pair a Sun Glow Pure Air System with a MERV 13 Upgraded � lter and 
you can rest assured knowing your family is breathing clean air.

Call today and improve the health of your home.

Trash it, 
Don’t Flush it!

NO WIPES OF 
ANY KIND IN 
THE TOILET!

Clackamas Water Environment 
Services (WES) reminds customers 
to avoid � ushing hand wipes, 
baby wipes and all “� ushable” 
wipes and other materials down 
the toilet as they can clog pipes, 
cause sewer backups and damage 
wastewater treatment equipment. 
The only thing you should ever 
� ush down a toilet is toilet paper. 

WES recommends throwing all 
wipes in the trash. So-called 
“� ushable” wipes do not 
disintegrate in water like toilet 
paper. The vast majority of these 
products stay fully intact after be-
ing � ushed and often get stuck in 
sewage lines that connect homes 
to main sewer lines and cause raw 
sewage backups. 

When � ushed wipes are carried 
into sewer systems, they often 
get tangled in and damage pump 
stations and vital equipment at 
wastewater treatment facilities, 
which can disrupt service and cost 
thousands of dollars to repair or 
replace. WES provides wastewater 
treatment services for 190,000 
people in northern Clackamas 
County.

“WES is grateful to customers who 
help us spread the word about 
only � ushing toilet paper, which 
protects the equipment we use to 
protect public health and the en-
vironment,” said WES Director Greg 
Geist. “The last thing we all need 
during the current public health 
crisis, is another crisis created by 

damages to wastewater treatment 
equipment. Fortunately, we can 
easily prevent that by working 
together to raise awareness about 
wipes.”

No wipes are � ushable, even 
though the packaging often claims 
they are. 

To avoid these problems, dispose 
of wipes in the trash along with 
the following: surface cleaning 
wipes, paper or cloth towels, 
cotton balls, swabs, dental � oss, 
disposable contact lenses, sanitary 
napkins, diapers, swi� ers, toilet 
bowl scrub pads, and mop re� lls.

Remember: SAVE OUR SEWERS!
For the more than 190,000 people living and working in Clackamas County, Clackamas Water 
Environment Services produces clean water and protects water quality. We provide innovative 
resource recovery services, stormwater management, and environmental education to ensure 
that residents and visitors enjoy the bene� ts of safe, healthy water for generations to come.

Find out more at clacka-
mas.us/wes

Find out more at clackamas.us/wes
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By SHELLEY McFARLAND
Theresa Martin, who started her 

teaching career 33 years ago, re-
cently retired. Dozens of retirement 
well-wishers drove in a parade past 
her house on June 5, and she took 
time to chat with each one, a quali-
ty she is known for: making people 
feel loved. 

When she was in the third grade, 
Martin moved with her family from 
California to Oregon. The change 
was difficult for Martin, but she 
found solace in school.

“Times were rough with my fam-
ily, and school was always my sta-
bility,” Martin said. “I 
loved the structure that 
came with each day and 
the warmth and support I 
felt from my teachers. It’s 
interesting that my first 
school when coming to 
Oregon was Clackamas 
Elementary and then I 
ended my career in North 
Clackamas. I’m sure my 
time at this school was 
when I made my decision 
to become a teacher.”

For a while, Martin con-
sidered a career in jour-
nalism, having worked on 
the school newspaper 
when she attended Sam 
Barlow High School in 
Gresham. She received 
the Nicholas Alexander Scholar-
ship, which allowed her to attend 
Oregon State University and gradu-
ate with a bachelor of science de-
gree in Education in 1986. While 
considering journalism, Martin 
shadowed a local reporter during 
an internship. It was then she real-
ized her doubts about journalism as 
a career and followed her heart to 
become a teacher. 

“School was my happy place and 
I loved the idea of a career in a 
school. I also became involved in 
instruction from an early age as 4-H 
leader, camp counselor and Sunday 
School teacher, and loved every 
minute of it,” Martin said. 

Martin graduated on a Thursday, 
started her first teaching job on Fri-
day, and got married on Saturday. 
She jokes that life has always been 
a lot like this for her. She began her 
career as a Title I Language Arts 
Teacher, instructing K-5 students 
at Wilcox Elementary School in 
Northeast Portland and continued 

to love teaching in the primary 
grades. 

“I was so incredibly happy. I re-
member thinking, ‘I can’t believe I 
get paid to do this,’” she said. 
“There are so many things I adore 
about young children. I love how 
they make me laugh every day. 
Their innocence, honesty and confi-
dence make being in a class full of 
them the best place you could ever 
be. I love how the younger students 
are solidifying the foundational 
skills in reading, writing and math 
that will carry them through their 
entire school career. Playing a part 

in what will give them 
what they need to be suc-
cessful is so gratifying. I 
also love that in the 
younger grades,  you 
partner with the families 
more. I believe education 
must be a partnership 
b e t w e e n  h o m e  a n d 
school. Especially in the 
world we live in now.” 

Though she took a 
break to raise her two 
daughters, Martin con-
t inued to  substitute 
teach. When she re-
turned to full-time teach-
ing, 17 years ago, it was 
at Spring Mountain Ele-
mentary School where 
her daughters attended, 

and she had been involved with the 
school through PTA and volunteer-
ing since it opened in 2001. 

Former SME Principal Curtis 
Long says Martin leaves a legacy at 
SME that’s bigger than most people 
realize.

“The school’s annual Art Night 
fundraiser continued to get bigger 
and bigger each year, to the point 
where we needed more space than 
the school had available. That spe-
cial event started as a Theresa Mar-
tin idea,” Long said. “When we first 
opened in 2000, the principal at the 
time liked to gather the entire stu-
dent body around the flagpole to 
raise the flag on a new year. After 
that principal retired, the tradition 
started to fade away, but Theresa 
brought it back and it’s once again 
an annual expectation.”

Long worked beside Martin, first 
as a teacher, then as principal at 
SME. 

“As principal, Theresa’s class-
room was always one of my favorite 

places to visit because kids were 
always genuinely having fun while 
they were learning. They each have 
special jobs that make them feel 
even more valued and important,” 
Long said. “She would take time to 
attend her students’ soccer or bas-
ketball games on the weekends. 
Theresa just makes everyone 
around her feel special. The kids 

never wanted to leave her room at 
the end of the year, which probably 
explains why she always had mid-
dle and high school volunteers 
helping on their days off.”

Staci Sigala, an instructional as-
sistant at SME who has witnessed 
Martin’s abilities from two views, 
as a parent and a colleague, said 
when a child leaves Martin’s class-

room, “they’ve grown as both a stu-
dent and a person because Martin 
has made learning fun for each 
child in her classroom in a positive 
and calm setting.”

Over the course of her career, 
Martin said the challenges families 
face every day has impacted educa-
tion. 

“The families’ needs are greater 
than they have ever been, making it 
challenging for teachers to have the 
time to focus on their instruction 
when they are working so hard to 
help meet the needs of their stu-
dents. My fellow educators are my 
heroes,” Martin said. “They care so 
deeply for their students and their 
families, and their priority is to 
help with difficulties those in their 
charge are facing. They struggle to 
balance this along with overwhelm-
ing standards, new curriculums, 
testing and other duties.” 

This school year ended abruptly 
for students and teachers, and Mar-
tin was upset she didn’t have time 
to enjoy her last months in the 
classroom setting. 

“I think, like many of my col-
leagues, I was, at first, in shock. It 
all just happened so fast. As you 
know, we have never been trained 
for distance learning. But we all 
just dove in and did what he had to 
do,” Martin said. “The shock soon 
turned to exhaustion as there were 
countless hours trying to build our 
platforms. It was stressful, sad and 
frustrating. There was a brief time 
when I thought about another year 
so I could have a ‘do over.’ I had 
saved all of my favorite projects for 
the spring and was grieving my 
time away from the kids and how I 
had always imagined the end look-
ing.”

After reflection, Martin realized 
she was ending her career doing 
what she loved most: supporting 
families. 

“From where I sit now, the end of 
my career has been so special. The 
humans in my life are such cre-
ative, caring people. Everyone from 
my own family, to my colleagues, to 
my students and their families, 
have made me feel so special and 
appreciated.  The celebration 
planned allowed me to connect with 
so many people. I told them all that 
no goodbyes were allowed. I’m still 
here, just down the road from 
Spring Mountain.”  

Spring Mountain Elementary School teacher Theresa Martin retires after 33 years

Farewell to a ful�lling career

“Playing a 
part in 
what will 
give them 
(children) 
what they 
need to be 
successful 
is so 
gratifying.”
—Theresa Martin

During a car parade given for retiring Spring Mountain Elementary School teacher Theresa Martin, she stopped to talk to each person. Her ability to connect to parents and students has made her a beloved teacher in 
the SME community.  

Ella Alfano and Kyle McFarland attend a special tea party at Martin’s home. “Mrs. 
Martin formed strong relationships with all of her students and showed them she 
cared,” said parent Nicole Alfano. “She was always warm, accessible, enthusiastic 
and caring. She helped her students foster a love for learning by making lessons fun. 
Mrs. Martin is truly an amazing teacher and impossible to forget.”

Whether you’re working to 
make your current house your dream

or you’re hunting for a new home
Clackamas is in your corner.

A refi nance that

Clackamas Federal Credit Union is registered with
the National Mortgage Licensing System (NMLS #709344).
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City of Happy Valley
As a result of the pandem-

ic, our beloved gatherings, 
such as the City’s 4th of July 
Family Festival and Summer 
Concert series have sadly 
been canceled as we adjust 
to the new normal of social 
distancing. While this has 
been a challenge, we know 
Happy Valley residents are 
looking for ways to safely 
stay connected and enjoy 
summertime activities to-
gether. 

We would like to do some-
thing to help. If your neighbor-
hood is interested in holding a 
get together by way of a Neigh-
borhood Block Party, the City 
is currently accepting permit 
applications and will be waiv-
ing all associated fees. Resi-
dents can simply fill out our 
online form and submit it virtu-
ally for review. There is an op-
tion to request a street closure 
and safety barricades, which 
may help encourage more 
space for neighbors to disperse 
as well as allow children to 
play more freely. 

The City is very much en-

couraging residents to plan 
neighborhood events with so-
cial distancing and healthy hy-
giene recommendations in 
mind. Neighborhood social 
gatherings must also comply 
with social gathering maxi-
mums, per Executive Order of 
the Governor. If you are inter-
ested in filling out an applica-
tion, head to the link below. 
Applicants are encouraged to 

submit applications at least 
five business days in advance 
of the planned event so that the 
City can make any necessary 
arrangements.   

Ready to plan your own 
neighborhood block party? 
Head online to www.happyval-
leyor.gov/blockparty and fill 
out the virtual application 
form. Someone from the City 
will contact you to follow up.

City encourages neighborhood 
block parties with safety in mind

Neighborhoods across America are getting creative in order to spend 
some time together this summer amid community events being 
cancelled or postponed. If your neighborhood would like to coordinate 
a fun, yet social-distancing-friendly block party, the City would be 
happy to help make this a reality. Just fill out an online application!

Without further ado, the 
City of Happy Valley 
would like to formally in-
troduce residents to Sir 
Sweeps-A-Lot, the City’s 
beloved and hard-working 
street sweeper. Until re-
cently, the street sweeper 
had been nameless, yet has 
operated as an integral 
member of the Happy Val-

ley crew for quite some 
time. Jose, the rig’s faith-
ful operator, has logged 
many an hour in the street 
sweeper, ensuring neigh-
borhood streets and City 
roads remain clean. 

To find the perfect name, 
the City launched a contest 
in conjunction with its Pub-
lic Works Week festivities 

this past May. Sir Sweeps-A-
Lot was the suggested name 
of Happy Valley resident, 
Michele Alvarino. Nearly 60 
entries were submitted, and 
the final selection was deter-
mined by the staff of Happy 
Valley Public Works.  

If you see Sir Sweeps-A-
Lot rolling down your street, 
be sure to give a wave!

City unveils name of street sweeper

The Public 
Works Team 
officially 
unveils the 
name of the 
City street 
sweeper. Sir 
Sweeps-A-
Lot made a 
grand debut 
on June 17 at 
Public Works. 

Clackamas Fire District #1

The summer season is 
here, as grill connoisseurs 
reach for their tongs, eager 
to usher in the long-awaited 
barbeque season. According 
to the National Fire Protec-
tion Association (NFPA), 
grillers are urged to be 
mindful of grilling safety in 
the spring and summer 
months, when grilling fires 
most often occur. Although 
many grillers do so year-
round, grilling fires are at 
their peak in July, followed 
by May, June and August. 
Roughly half of grill-related 
injuries are thermal burns. 

Clackamas Fire encourages 
these simple tips to remain 
safe when grilling this season:

■ Propane and charcoal BBQ 

grills should only be used out-
doors.

■ The grill should be placed 
well away from the home, deck 
railings and out from under 
eves and overhanging branch-
es.

■ Keep children and pets at 
least three feet away from the 
grill area.

■ Keep your grill clean by 
removing grease or fat buildup 
from the grills and in trays be-
low the grill.

■ Never leave your grill un-
attended.

■ Always make sure your 
gas grill lid is open before light-
ing it.

■ If the flame goes out from 
a propane grill, turn the grill 
and gas off and wait at least 
five minutes before re-lighting 
it.

■ For charcoal grills, keep 
charcoal fluid out of the reach 
of children and away from heat 
sources.

Eight grilling safety 
tips for Happy Valley

Don’t let those hamburgers and steaks go up in flames. Keep yourself 
and your family safe with these helpful tips. 

Support your local Damas-
cus businesses by filling out 
the “Open for Business Book-
let” and win prizes.

32 local businesses are partici-
pating.  The more businesses 
you visit these businesses, the 
more chances you have to win a 
Salishan Resort Weekend Get-
away for Two, Friday Night Din-
ner Cruise for Two on the Port-
land Spirit or a Basket of Gifts 
from local businesses.

Booklets are available at Da-
mascus Businesses.  Drop off the 
completed booklet in the yellow 
drop box on the kiosk at Damas-
cus Centennial Park.

Damascus is Open for Business!

Return completed booklet to the 

yellow drop box on the  kiosk at the

Damascus Centennial Park entrance

Or mail to: 

Day in Damascus, c/o Jeanne Robinson 

16385 SE 232nd  Dr.

Damascus, OR 97089

Questions? Call Jeanne at 971 200-0516

Prize Details

3rd PRIZE:  
Basket of Business Gifts

Many of our participating businesses have contributed

2nd PRIZE:  
Friday Night Dinner Cruise for Two on the Portland Spirit

1st PRIZE:  
Salishan Resort Weekend Getaway for Two

Please complete to be notified if you are a winner

Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City, State, Zip: _______________________________

Phone: ______________________________________

I am interested in helping with Day in Damascus 

2021. Please contact me.

but ...
Damascus

is
Open

for

Business

CANCELLED

BUSINESSSPOTLIGHT

Community is our business

www.hvba.biz

R E T A I N I N G  W A L L S   |   C O N C R E T E  W O R K   |   D E S I G N   |   O U T D O O R  L I V I N G

503-735-9255 | ByTheWall.comLocally owned by a Happy Valley Resident

Call us today to schedule your appointment 
for a free estimate and design consultation!

WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS

NATURAL BEAUTY IS WHAT WE’RE ALL ABOUT

A PREMIER RETAINING WALL & CONCRETE CONTRACTOR SINCE 1985!

Locally owned by a Happy Valley Resident

A PREMIER RETAINING WALL & CONCRETE CONTRACTOR SINCE 1985!




