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CONTACT US
City Hall . . . . . . . . .503-783-3800
Library . . . . . . . . . .503-783-3456

Parks & Rec  . . . . .503-783-3800
Visit . . . . www.happyvalleyor.gov

City of Happy Valley

O n Aug. 17, Happy Valley 
Park was the place to be 
as live music filled the 
air. Local music legend, 

Norman Sylvester, could be heard 
jamming on his guitar as residents, 
neighbors, and friends gathered 
for a summer night out. Adding to 
the evening was the celebration of 
Happy Valley’s volunteers, a group 
comprised of individuals that go 
above and beyond to support the 
needs of the community. Held each 
year during the summer, the volun-
teer appreciation night serves as 
a tribute to the achievements and 
commitment of the many volun-
teers that help keep Happy Valley 
one of the best places to live, work, 
and play.

Throughout the year, the City 
receives countless hours of service, 
invaluable advice, and strategic 
guidance from volunteers in the 
community. The City is fortunate 
to have volunteers serving on advi-
sory committees that do things 
like find solutions to traffic prob-
lems, improve parks, and manage 
growth. Additionally, the City is 
witness to countless individuals 
who roll up their sleeves to orga-
nize service projects that improve 
our environment, bring neighbors 
together, and help those in need. 
These groups and individuals con-
sistently put Happy Valley first 
and are always willing to lend a 
hand.

With so many efforts carried 

City Committee Members, 
philanthropic groups, and 
2023’s Outstanding Volunteers 
recognized at special event

By EMMA DAVIS
Pamplin Media Group

In a remarkable fusion of aca-
demia and community engagement, 
renowned former astronomy professor 
Derek Sears is set to embark on an 
extraordinary educational journey 
within the heart of Happy Valley. As 
the calendar turns to September, the 
halls of Happy Valley City Hall will 
not only host municipal meetings but 
also welcome stargazers, dreamers, 
and curious minds from 18 and above. 
With his passion for the cosmos and 
an unparalleled knack for simplifying 
the complexities of the universe, Sears 
is poised to share and have conver-
sations about what lies beyond the 
atmosphere. This unique initiative 
in collaboration with Happy Valley 
Parks & Recreation promises to be an 
enjoyable endeavor for anyone who 
wants to delve into the wonders of 
space.

Derek Sears has always had a pas-
sion for the subject, ever since he was a 
young child growing up. When he went 
to university, he studied chemistry and 
astronomy geology, making him interdis-
ciplinary in the subject. Following that, 
he got his PhD and then did a post-doc-
toral program for seven years teaching 
evening classes before he was able to be 
a professor. Derek had various university 
and published a paper that was seen by 
an American scientist, who then invited 
him to join his group at the University of 
California, Los Angeles where he was for 
two years. Following, he got a permanent 
position at the University of Arkansas as a 
professor teaching chemistry and cosmic 
chemistry. “My department was actually 
history, and my research was actually 
astronomy geology,” Derek said. “So, it 
was just like my formal training in plan-
etary science.”

While there, he got grants from the 
United States government to study plan-
etary subjects, mostly meteorites, which 
was and is his favorite. In 2011, he moved 
back to the West Coast to the Bay Area, 
still pursuing his research in astronomy 
and meteorites. He and his wife have 
always worked closely together, even from 
the very beginning of his career. While 

Derek Sears and his 
wife Hazel are hosting 
an astronomy class in 
collaboration with Happy 
Valley Parks and Recreation

Calling all 
Astronomy 
Enthusiasts

City of Happy Valley

October will soon be 
upon us and that means 
Happy Valley Parks and 
Recreation is preparing 
for the highly anticipated 
return of Oktoberfest. 
Complete with pumpkins, 
wagon rides, and plenty of 
kid friendly activities, the 
season is prime for flannel 
shirts, boots, and every-
thing Fall. To celebrate, 
we’re once again teaming 
up with some local favor-
ites to present a German 
style festival with tradi-
tional food, music, and of 
course, beer! Activities 
will continue throughout 
the day and evening, and 

Break out the bratwursts and let’s polka!

Salute to Service! Happy Valley volunteers gathered for an appreciation event at Happy 
Valley Park.

COURTESY PHOTO
Between a 
pumpkin 
patch, food, 
beer, and fun 
competitions, 
there’s 
something for 
everyone at 
Oktoberfest. 
Here, a 
contestant 
takes a spin 
during the 
pedal tractor 
races.

See ASTRONOMY / A2

See OKTOBERFEST / A2

Celebra� ng our incredible 

volunteers

See VOLUNTEERS / A2

COURTESY PHOTOS
Hanna Grishkevich and Geri Naumchauff were all smiles during a conversation at the 
celebration.

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
Curious about the cosmos? Look 

to the stars with Derek Sears and sign up now to 
participate in the upcoming 8-week course that 
aims to give you a better understanding of the solar 
system. Head to Happy Valley Parks and 
Recreation’s Fall insert in this issue of HV News for 
more details or visit www.happyvalleyor.gov/parks 
to sign up for the class.

16011 SE Happy Valley Town Center Dr., Happy Valley, OR 97086

TERIYAKI

LUNCH SPECIALS 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM

MON-SAT 10:30 AM - 9:00 PM

DINE-IN or TAKE-OUT or CATERING

VALID MONDAY - FRIDAY
VALID ONLY FOR
TERIYAKI PLATE,
COMBINATION, 
YAKISOBA,
HOUSE SPECIALS
VALID ONLY AT ICHI 
TERIYAKI NO. 21
(HAPPY VALLEY LOCATION)

Expires 09/30/23

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
A LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS!

• TERIYAKI PLATE • COMBINATION
• YAKISOBA • HOUSE SPECIALS

RIVERMARK

CREDIT UNION

2022
2019   2020  2021  
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Oktoberfest is additionally supported by the following sponsors:

working at the University of 
Arkansas, they left such an 
impact that they founded the 
Arkansas Center for Space 
and Planetary Science; they 
also have two asteroids named 
after them.

They moved to Happy Valley 
a few years later. As mentioned, 
Derek and Hazel have decided 
to collaborate with the city’s 
Parks & Recreation to hold a 
class dedicated to the discus-
sion of astronomy. In these 
classes, Derek not only has 
expertise on the various sub-
topics in science but also his 
passion. This last year, saw 
the advertisement that the 
department posted and saw 
it as an opportunity to bring 
astronomy to the community 
to which he was able to. Kacy 
Cullen of Happy Valley Parks 
and Recreation saw Sears’ 
inquiry and decided to pursue 
it. “We think Astronomy is a 
subject that all kinds of people 
might be intrigued to learn 
more about,” Cullen said. 
“And Derek’s enthusiasm for 
sharing his knowledge in an 
approachable format is ideal 
for beginners.”

In the spring, they did a trial 
run of the class for eight weeks 
and it was proven to be very 
successful. “We received won-
derful feedback from residents 
that took his condensed course 
this last spring,” she said. “So, 
we are excited for folks to 
experience this more in-depth 
course this fall.”

Derek and Hazel couldn’t 
be more excited to share what 
they love with the city’s resi-
dents and show them how fun 
astronomy can be. “I spent my 
entire career writing papers 
and grants and talking at con-
ferences,” he said. “With the 
evening classes, I’m not going 
to get into three pages of math-
ematics describing why specific 
things in space happen, but I 
am going to enjoy the material 
at a level that anybody has 
access to. No prior experience, 
just people who are curious 
about the Earth or the uni-
verse.” For Sears, this class is 
meant to appeal to those who 
have a desire to learn about this 
type of science. “I think every-
body appreciates it,” Derek 
said. “And the appeal is there.”

Derek and Hazel are very 
grateful to have this oppor-
tunity and thank the Parks 
& Recreation department for 
making it possible. “They do 
all of the legwork,” he said. 
“They’ve provided the space, 
the registration, and every-
thing we’ve needed.”

The class begins in 
September and ends around 
March of 2024, with breaks in 
November and December. The 
two topics that will be dis-
cussed are Planets in the fall 
and Stars and Galaxies in the 
springtime. They will be held 
at the annex from 7 to 8 p.m. 
and are offered to anyone over 
the age of 18. “This is some-
thing I’ve been wanting to do 
for a while,” he said. “So, I’m 
excited.”

Astronomy 
■ From Page 1

include such novelties as Wiener Dog races, 
a chicken dance contest, and a Paulaner 
Stein hoist competition (21+ only).

Want to be part of the fun? Join us at 
Happy Valley Park on Saturday, Oct. 7 for a 
fun day with the whole family as you expe-
rience the season at its best. Lots of vendors 
and community booths will be onsite as well. 
For more details and to sign up for compe-
titions, head to www.happyvalleyor.gov/
oktoberfest.

Oktoberfest 
■ From Page 1

Mark your calendars now for the upcoming Happy Valley Oktoberfest, presented by Happy Valley 
Parks and Recreation.

out by Happy Valley residents 
on behalf of the City, this 
appreciation event created an 
opportunity for volunteers to 
be highlighted more publicly. 
New this year, City Council also 
selected a group of Outstanding 
Volunteers. Persons identified 
for this designation were nomi-
nated by members of the Happy 
Valley community for their 
commitment to a variety of phil-
anthropic endeavors that include 
volunteerism at local schools, in 
Happy Valley neighborhoods, 
and other special events.

By celebrating the service 
of our local residents, the City 
hoped to show its appreciation 
and encourage others in the 
community to take notice and 
get involved. These groups and 
individuals are helping shape 
Happy Valley’s future and are 
a source of inspiration to us all.

Volunteers play a crucial 
role in helping the commu-
nity thrive. Want to learn 
more about City Committees 
and our 2023 Outstanding 
Volunteers? Use your smart 
device to scan the QR codes 
for more information.

2023 City Volunteers
Adam Moorehead, Al 

Matecko, Alan King, Ana 
Sarish, Angela Ackerson, Ariya 
Andrews, Asher Chen, Ava Stahl, 
Avi Patel, Bill Taylor, Bjorn 
Clouten, Brett Sherman, Dale 
Guenther, Daria Fine, David 
Emami, David Golobay, David 
Sharyan, Dominic Pienovi, 
Donald Hanna, Doris Bedsole, 

Erin Bell, Geri Naumcheff, Glen 
Sachet, Glenn Wachter, Grace 
Bach, Grant Roper, Janice Kiser, 
Jennifer Ellis, Jennifer Huang, 
Jerry Dukleth, John Rask, 
Joshua Callahan, Julie Auvil, 
Kierun Sarish, Kirk Clagstone, 
Larissa Bonn, Luke Stahl, 

Marchelle Paholsky, Mardi 
Wing, Mark Aasland, Mark 
Montalbano, Marya Choudhry, 
Michael Morrow, Minh 
Matthews, Naomi Turrentine, 
Nate Hon, Nicole Blosse, Paige 
Hunt, Paul Rosenow, Ray Fager, 
Ray Kato, Riley Thames, Roland 

Iparraguirre, Ryan Rudge, 
Sheila Ritz, Shelly McFarland, 
Tom Ellis, Travis Olson, Will 
Sussman, Boys Team Charity, 
National Charity League, 
North Clackamas/Happy Valley 
Rotary

2023 Outstanding 
Volunteers
■ Ana Sarish
■ Carol Bernhard
■ Courtney Gelbrich
■ Grant Roper
■ Hanna Grishkevich
■ Lex Black
■ Mark Aasland
■ Minh Matthews
■ Owen Hunt
■ Patty Ottaway
■ Shelley McFarland
■ Steven Sonk
■ Tawnya Thomas

Volunteers 
■ From Page 1

 Lex Black (center right) talks with guests during the festivities. The 
evening included a hosted dinner and other fun surprises.

 Gordon Hubbard and Steven Sonk connected at the event.

Derek and Hazel Sears.

Save the Date
Oktoberfest

■ Saturday, Oct. 7
■ Happy Valley Park
■ 11 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Check out the Parks 
& Recreation Fall Guide 
in this issue of HV News 
for more information!

Oktoberfest is 
brought to you by 
Happy Valley Parks and 
Recreation, in partner-
ship with Rotary Club 
of Clackamas. 
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It has been 22 years since 
Sept. 11, 2001, and while time 
has passed, in many respects, 
it feels like just yesterday. The 
world was shocked as coor-
dinated attacks in New York 

City, Washington, DC, and 
Shanksville, PA claimed 
nearly 3000 lives on that 
fateful day. Understandably, 
the significance still weighs 
heavily on our nation, and we 
continue to remember those 
who experienced it firsthand 
or had loved ones affected 
directly by the event.

As we once again approach 
9/11, I think it is important 

to take pause and honor those 
who perished. I also believe 
we need to acknowledge the 
many good Samaritans and first 
responders who so heroically 
stepped in to help. The world 
has changed in many ways 
over the last 22 years, yet for 
those who were there or had 
loved ones involved, I can only 
imagine what this moment in 
history means for them as they 

move forward.
I have said this before, but 

I think it is worth repeating. 
Despite the horror of that 
day’s events, America remains 
a beacon of hope. Our nation 
is resilient, and people tend to 
come together when it counts. 
As we reflect once again on the 
anniversary of Sept. 11, 2001, I 
urge you to keep this in mind. 
Together, we will never forget.

A special message 
from the Mayor

M A Y O R S  M E S S A G E

6605 S.E. Lake Road
Portland, OR 97222
503-684-0360
www.clackamasreview.com
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Molly Filler
mfiller@
PamplinMedia.com

Advertising 
Assistant
Bren Swogger
bswogger@
pamplinmedia.com

Publisher  
Aaron Breniman
abreniman@
pamplinmedia.com
971-204-7789
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Emma Davis
edavis@
pamplinmedia.com

Creative Services:
Chris Fowler (Manager), 
Dwayne Stowell, Megan Smith

City writer 
Stephanie 
Warneke
SWarneke@
happyvalleyor.gov

HAPPY VALLEY NEWS STAFF

Publisher’s Note: Have an idea 
for a story? We are always on the 
search for new people, places, and 
things to write about. If you have 
an idea for an uplifting story that 
would benefit the community, then 
we want to hear from you! 

To submit your idea, please 
head to hvbn@pamplinmedia.
com and include as many details 
as possible, so our publication 
team can review your proposal. 
Our best stories highlight the 
spirit and values of the Happy 
Valley community and showcase 
meaningful happenings in the lives 
of residents and local businesses. 
We invite you to include anecdotes 
in your story proposal that are 
funny, astonishing, heartwarming, 
and inspiring. If we think your story 
idea is a good fit, our community 
writer will get in contact with you to 
discuss the possibility of it being 
featured in an upcoming issue. 

This publication is a 
partnership between 
Pamplin Media Group and 
the City of Happy Valley.

REMEMBERING 9/11

New York City’s Tribute in Light, which takes place each year on the night of Sept. 11, serves as a powerful reminder of the events that transpired in 2001 and celebrates the unbreakable spirit of the 
American people.

Tom Ellis

MAYOR 
OF HAPPY 

VALLEY

Hours: Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm  •  10001 SE Sunnyside Road, Suite 120, 
Clackamas, OR  •  vipmedispa.com

Follow Us On Instagram @vip.medispa
503-513-5533

Sign Up For Our New Vip App & Take 
$50 Off Your Next Appointment!

View services, packages, earn rewards, save on 
memberships, view services, fi nancing & more!

Book A Wellness Appointment
IV Therapy

Blood Work
Weight Loss

Wellness Injections
Hormone 
Therapy

 Beautiful Skin 
From Head to Toe 

Take 20% Off Our Top Packages!

50% OFF ALL LASER 
HAIR REMOVAL 

PACKAGES!
Start In The Fall & Be 

Ready For Next Summer

FILLER
BUY 1 SYRINGE GET 10 
UNITS OF BOTOX FREE

Buy 2 Syringes Get 20 
Units Of Botox Free

SEMAGLUTIDE 
WEIGHT LOSS 
MEMBERSHIP
 (Min 6 Months)
 $450 Per Month

BBL Photo 
Facial (5)
Treat Redness & 

Sun Damage

Microneedling (5)
Treat Acne Scars, 

Skin Texture, Reduce Pores, 
Boosts Collagen

Halo Skin 
Resurfacing (1-3)

Treat Acne Scars, Reduce 
Pores, Fine Lines, & Uneven 

Skin Tone/Texture

Vi Peel (4) For 
Body & Face!

Treat Acne, Acne Scars, 
Pigmentation, Improves 

Texture & Tone

What's Happening in your neighborhood?

This Month’s
featured neighborhood: 

Parkside
Address  Beds Baths Sq Ft Status List Price Sold Price

503-765-6693

Victoria Wriglesworth, Broker
503-765-6693

victoria@nwhomesbyvictoria.com
• Harcourts Top Producer for 2018, 2019, 2021

• PMAR Diamond Platinum Member 2017-2022

•  Victoria has been recognized within Harcourts 
Real Estate Network Group receiving the Top 
Ten sales award six years in a row; 2017-2022

• RMLS, NWMLS, COAR Listing Services

• OAR, NAR, PMAR 

• Licensed in Oregon #201213293

• Licensed in Washington #129568

9720 SE 132nd Ave. 3 2 1788 Sold  $475,000   $475,000 

13412 SE Parkside Dr  4 3 2198 Sold  $639,900   $575,000 

13313 SE Kisor Ct 3 2.1 2123 Sold  $614,900   $603,500 

9862 SE  Parkwood Way 4 2.1 1994 Sold  $635,000   $661,000 

9853 SE 134th Ave 4 2.1 2713 Sold  $759,999   $725,000 

CALL ME FOR RECENT SALES IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!
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TOM 
ELLIS
Mayor
503-783-3800

JOSHUA 
CALLAHAN
Councilor
503-783-3800

DAVID 
GOLOBAY
Councilor
503-807-2979

BRETT 
SHERMAN
Councilor
503-783-3800

DAVID 
EMAMI
Council 
President
503-783-3800

HAPPY VALLEY 
CITY COUNCIL 

Council Meetings are held 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the 
month at 7 p.m. at City Hall

16000 SE Misty Drive 
Happy Valley, OR 97086

(503) 783-3800
www.happyvalleyor.gov

Preserving and 
enhancing the 

safety, livability 
and character of 
our community.

C O U N C I L  C O R N E R

City of Happy Valley

Did you know that Happy Valley 
has a public sculpture garden? 
Every two years, artists from 
around the Pacific Northwest 
exhibit their work in several 
locations around City Hall. While 
on exhibit, artwork is on short-
term loan to the City, allowing the 
program to exhibit many sculptures 
over time.

On Aug. 15, the Happy Valley City 
Council had the opportunity to meet 
with some artists participating in the 
2023-2025 exhibit. During this time, 
we learned more about the story behind 
each sculpture, the tremendous amount 
of time required to make them, and 
the artistic process. We extend special 
thanks to MacRae Wylde, Mark Brody 
and Shelly Durica-Laiche for introduc-
ing their artwork to the Council.

Sculpture selection for the 2023-
2025 exhibition cycle was highly 
competitive, with 41 applications sub-
mitted for five exhibition spots. Each 
artist accepted into the program was 
awarded an honorarium, and sculptures 
remain for sale during the exhibition. 
This cycle’s featured sculptors include:
■ MacRae Wylde, Hood River
■ Milo White & Lin McJunkin, Conway, WA
■ Mark Brody, Portland
■ Travis Pond, Oregon City
■ Shelly Durica-Laiche, Portland

The Sculpture Garden Program at 
City Hall was established in 2013 to 
enhance public land, enrich our cul-
tural environment and encourage art 
appreciation within the community. 
The program is also a tool for preserv-
ing urban livability as the community 
grows. The City Council uses public art 
as one of many tools for developing wel-
coming outdoor spaces and reinforcing 
a strong community identity.

The sculptures are on exhibit through 
spring of 2025 as part of Happy Valley’s 
rotating Sculpture Garden Program. 
As the entire City Council, we wish to 
thank the Public Art Committee, Suri 
Iron, Inc. and the Clackamas County 
Arts Alliance for their roles in the 
Sculpture Garden Program. For ques-
tions about the Rotating Sculpture 
Garden program, the Public Art 
Committee, or inquiries about sculp-
ture purchasing, please contact staff 
liaison Jaimie Lorenzini, 503-886-8428, 
jaimiel@happyvalleyor.gov.

Sculpture 
Garden Tour

COURTESY PHOTOS
Inside Out 7, MacRae Wylde

Lucky the Dog, Mark Brody

Mi Paloma II (My Dove), Milo White & Lin McJunkin

Flock, Shelly Durica-Laiche

Crane Study, Travis Pond

Clackamas 
Property 

Management 

What we do
• Marketing
• Screening
• Rental Collection

• Maintenance
• Financial
• Evictions

FREE RENTAL ANALYSIS AT  
WWW.KERRPROPERTIESINC.COM/

CLACKAMAS-PROPERTY-MANAGEMENT

Let us manage your single 
family homes, condominiums 

and small multiplexes

PO Box 1308 
Gresham, OR

97030
503.388.5431
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On Aug. 1, residents and 
friends gathered at Happy 
Valley Park to celebrate 
National Night Out, a nation-
wide event that serves to 
build relationships between 
neighbors and promote 
community partnerships with 
Happy Valley Police and 
other local first responders.

The event offered an evening 
of summer fun that included 
food and beverage vendors, 
educational and interactive 
safety booths, and live musical 
entertainment. Throughout 
the evening, popular cover 
band, Hit Machine, kept the 
crowd engaged as residents 
and visitors came together to 
pay tribute to their local safety 
heroes. Coordinated by Happy 
Valley Parks and Recreation 
and partnering sponsor, Emmert 
International, the event brought 
neighbors, friends, and emer-
gency responders together for a 
night to remember.

A Strong Partnership: 
Clackamas County Sheriff’s 
Office and the City
A special message from Public 
Safety Director, Steve Campbell

The success of National Night 
Out is often underpinned by 
the strong partnerships formed 
between law 
enforcement 
agencies and 
local com-
munities. An 
e x e m p l a r y 
case of such 
collaboration 
is seen in the 
enduring alli-
ance between 
the City and 
the Clackamas County Sheriff’s 
Office. This partnership has 
allowed the City to benefit 
from dedicated police services, 
highlighting the value of effec-
tive cooperation between law 
enforcement and the community.

The evolving nature of this 
collaboration serves as a testa-
ment to the dedication of both 
parties in ensuring the safety 
and well-being of all residents. 
It’s a relationship that continues 
to flourish with time, cementing 

the idea that working together 
results in stronger and safer 
communities. National Night 
Out brings celebration, grati-
tude, and reflection. It’s a time 
when we can come together to 
recognize the invaluable contri-
butions of our first responders 
and law enforcement officers 
who selflessly serve and protect 
our community. In particular, it’s 
an opportunity to tip our hats to 
the police officers who put their 
lives on the line each day, and a 
special nod goes to the dedicated 
deputies who serve our City 
with unwavering commitment. 
National Night Out is our best 
event in my opinion because it 
serves as a reminder that when 
neighbors and first responders 
stand together, we build not 
only safer streets, but also lasting 
connections that enrich our lives 
immeasurably.

Save the Date
National Night Out 2024 is 

slated to take place Tuesday, Aug. 
6. Be sure to follow the City of 
Happy Valley on Facebook or 
check out www.happyvalleyor.
gov for information about future 
events.

National Night 
Out celebrates 
community, 
first responders

CELEBRATING COMMUNITY SAFETY

 Deputy Moyer 
connects with an 
aspiring police 
officer.

 Informational safety 
booths provided 
educational experiences 
for all ages.

 Event goers had the chance to 
check out several safety rigs. Here, 
attendees explore a SWAT vehicle. 
Other experiences included climbing 
aboard a Clackamas Fire District fire 
engine.

The dynamic duo! Deputy Van Wormer (left) and Deputy Mazhnikov took a break 
from their traffic officer duties to talk to residents at the event.

A professional laser light show brought the event to an exciting close as 
colorful beams filled the sky in time with music and graphics.

STEVE CAMPBELL

COURTESY PHOTOS
Deputies from the Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office talk with residents.

Integral members of the Public Safety Team, Community Service Officers not 
only work with local law enforcement and first responders, but they are often a 
first connection to residents.

City of Happy Valley

The Happy Valley Police 
Department would love to share a 
cup of coffee with you! Some of our 
HVPD deputies will be at Peet’s 
Coffee on Wednesday, Oct. 4 from 
1 p.m. to 2 p.m. and we’re hoping 
residents will stop by. 

Join us for complimentary coffee 
and pastries during a midday break 
to meet local law enforcement. This is 
a great opportunity to ask questions 
about City safety, meet deputies 
that patrol the area, and learn about 
safety issues affecting our community. 
Conversation will be casual and com-
munity-centric. Families and kids are 
very much encouraged to attend.

Coffee with a Cop returns Oct. 4

COURTESY PHOTOS
Last year, local enforcement hosted a similar Coffee with a Cop event. 
The gathering encouraged residents and deputies to connect and talk 
about City safety. Here, Chief Rich Sheldon talks with several 
residents.

Coffee with a Cop is perfect for families and kids. Hot 
cocoa will be available, too!

14
93

72
42

Coverage for the things 
you care about
Call 503-344-6513 today!
Moss Insurance Agency
Your local Happy Valley agency
12550 SE 93RD Ave Ste 230, Clackamas, OR 97015
jmoss2@farmersagent.com

Jaret Moss & Joe Moss
Agency Producer and Agency Owner
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In a heartwarming display 
of community spirit, Starcycle 
Happy Valley is gearing up 
to host a spectacular fund-
raiser in support of the Happy 
Valley Parks and Recreation 
Foundation and the Happy 
Valley Youth Council. Through 
a matching gift opportunity 
by a generous donor, funds 
raised at this year’s event will 
be doubled and split evenly 
between the two non-profit 
organizations. This much-an-
ticipated event not only 
reflects the studio’s commit-
ment to physical health, but 
also underscores its dedication 
to nurturing the health of the 
local community.

Starcycle has established itself 
as a hub for fitness enthusiasts 
seeking an exhilarating indoor 
cycling experience. For this event, 
the popular studio will bring their 
bikes outside where riders make a 
donation to participate in a class 
held Under the Stars. There are 
opportunities to purchase raffle 
tickets for various prizes, mingle 
with event participants, and con-
nect with partnering vendors. 
Everyone is invited to be part 
of the fundraising efforts and 
festivities.

For those unfamiliar, the 
Happy Valley Parks and 
Recreation Foundation is dedi-
cated to ensuring that parks and 
recreational programming are 
available for the enjoyment of 
all Happy Valley residents. The 
Foundation not only helps sus-
tain City parks and natural areas, 
but it directly supports essential 
community programs like Meals 
on Wheels and recreational schol-
arships which benefit those who 
may otherwise not have access to 
programs, camps, and classes.

The Happy Valley Youth 
Council, which has become 
known throughout the State as 
the model for bringing the youth 
voice to the forefront, is respon-
sible for several youth-focused 
initiatives including a Rx Drug 
Take Back event, Car Care safety 
event, and several community 

forums. The group has taken the 
lead this year in championing an 
equally important cause: youth 
wellness and mental health. The 
Youth Council’s work has been 
recognized nationally for its 
innovation and topical relevance, 
with youth councilors launching 
an annual Youth Summit that 
focuses on a variety of topics and 
traveling to Washington, D.C. to 
participate in important legisla-
tive conversations.

In a world that often places 
immense pressures on the 
younger generation, addressing 
mental health has become para-
mount. The Happy Valley Youth 
Council’s dedication to this 
cause speaks volumes about its 
forward-thinking approach and 
its commitment to educating the 
community. With initiatives rang-
ing from town halls that explore 
and bring awareness to the 
experiences of youth and teens, 
to open forums for discussing 
mental health concerns and even 
school safety, the Youth Council 
is making strides toward creating 
a supportive environment where 
young individuals can thrive 
emotionally. Later this year, the 
Happy Valley Youth Council will 
help coordinate two large-scale 
events focused on their youth 
wellness campaign.

The synergy between Starcycle 
Spin Studio, the Happy Valley 
Parks and Recreation Foundation, 
and the Happy Valley Youth 
Council couldn’t be more apt. 
The spin studio, renowned for 
its high-energy workouts and 
motivating instructors, perfectly 
aligns with the enthusiasm and 
vigor that both programs bring to 
the table. Funds raised will sup-
port the recreational and wellness 

needs of many in our community, 
and in turn, keep the positive 
momentum going strong.

At the time of print, the event’s 
outdoor spin class was full, but the 
community is highly encouraged 
to attend to cheer on riders and 
support the cause. Attendees can 
make a tax-deductible donation 
or participate in any of the raffles.

For more information about 
this event, contact the Starcycle 
Happy Valley studio directly 
using the corresponding QR code. 
To learn more about the Happy 
Valley Parks and Recreation 
Foundation be sure to check 
out www.hvprf.org. To learn 
more about Happy Valley Youth 
Council, head to www.happy
valleyor.gov/youthcouncil.

Starcycle pedals for a purpose:

Fundraising to boost recreational 
programs and youth wellness efforts 

Starcycle’s 
annual 
Under the 
Stars charity 
ride is set to 
take place 
on Sat. 
Sept. 9. 
Starcycle 
Happy Valley 
is located at 
13183 SE 
172nd Ave, 
in the 
Crossroads 
complex 
next to Fred 
Meyer.

COURTESY PHOTO
Let’s ride! The popular studio takes class outdoors for a fun experience amongst community. Seats go fast at Starcycle’s 
annual Under the Stars fundraiser slated to take place Saturday, Sept. 9 at 6 p.m.-9 p.m

■ main story

City of Happy Valley
At the time of print, 

the following events were 
scheduled. Most meetings 
have options to attend 
in-person or virtually. Please 
check www.happyvalleyor.gov 
to confirm timing of events 
and instructions to participate  
virtually. You can also opt in 
to receive notifications about 
upcoming meetings by visiting 
www.happyvalleyor.gov/
signup-for-notifications

September 9
Under the Stars fundraiser, 
Starcycle Happy Valley:
6 p.m.-9 p.m. see this page 
for details

September 18
■ City facilities CLOSING
at noon for all-staff event

September 19
■ City Council Work 
Session, City Hall: 6 p.m.
■ City Council Meeting, 
City Hall: 7 p.m.

September 28
■ Happy Valley Business 
Alliance Meeting, City Hall:
7:30 a.m.

October 4
■ Coffee with a Cop, 
Peet’s Coffee: 1 p.m.-2 p.m. 
see page 5 for details.

October 7
■ Oktoberfest, Happy Valley 
Park: 11 a.m.- 8 p.m. see 
cover page or the Fall Parks 
and Recreation insert for more 
details.

October 10
■ Planning Commission 
Meeting, City Hall: 7 p.m.

Community Calendar 
September 2023

13200 SE 172nd Ave, Suite 158
Happy Valley, OR 97086

www.sakurayakitoriandsushi.com
503-427-0313

NOW OPEN 
in Happy Valley Crossroads East

ESTATE PLANS
CUSTOMIZED TO YOU.

10121 SE Sunnyside Rd, #329
Happy Valley, OR 97015

www.ConfluenceLawCenter.com

TEL: (503) 616-3113

• Call for Initial Consultation
• Happy Valley of� ce location
• Teleconferencing available

    SunGlowInc       @SunGlowInc  www.SunGlowInc.com    SunGlowInc       @SunGlowInc  

Keeping your home comfortable since 1972
503-253-7789

Scan for Easy Scheduling!

Now 
Plumbing 

Too!

HVAC 
Maintenance 
Plans from
$19/month

Preventative maintenance also 
offers these bene� ts: 

•  Improved indoor air quality (IAQ)
•  Extended equipment lifespan
•  Assures your manufacturer’s warranty remains valid
•  Best of all, a preventative maintenance plan gives 

you peace of mind knowing you will stay safe and - 
comfortable throughout the cooling and heating seasons.

At Sun Glow Home 
Services, we offer four 
plans that range from 

$19 to $49 monthly and 
can save you money in 

the long run.

Proudly owned 
by Happy Valley 

residents David & 
Dawn Golobay
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Concerts in the 
Valley, the City’s 
multi-week concert 
series at Happy Valley 
Park, played its final 
show of the 2023 
season on Aug. 24. A 
milestone event, the 
series celebrated 25 
years of summer con-
certs at Happy Valley 
Park this time around. 
Once again, families 
and friends gath-
ered each Thursday 
night throughout the 
summer as local bands 
took to the stage to 
provide live musical 
entertainment. With 
food and beverage 
vendors on site, the 
experience provided 
a comprehensive eve-
ning of music and fun.

Genres ranging from 
country, pop, blues, 
classic rock, 80’s funk, 
and New Wave offered 
concert goers a variety 
of sounds to groove to.

The series proved to 
be the perfect way to 
celebrate summer while 
helping neighbors and 
friends stay connected. 
Until next year, rock 
on, Happy Valley!

The 2023 Concerts 
in the Valley summer 
series was presented 
by Happy Valley Parks 
and Recreation and 
sponsored in partner-
ship by:

         SO LONG, SUMMER! 
Concert series once again fills the Park with music

Britnee Kellogg, brought some country flair in July.Highly acclaimed blues musician, Norman “Boogie Cat” Sylvester, rocked the stage on Aug. 17.

DJ Doc Rock returned, keeping the energy upbeat with music spinning 
throughout the performances.

Glass of Hearts performed Aug. 10 with a tribute to Blondie that had everyone singing along.

Coordinated 
by Happy 
Valley Parks 
and 
Recreation, 
the Happy 
Zone kept 
youth busy 
with a variety 
of activities 
and crafts 
during each 
show.
COURTESY 
PHOTOS

By JERRY ULMER
Pamplin Media Group

Last boys basketball season 
was a rough road for Daniel 
Blanks in his first varsity head 
coaching job at Aloha.

With 10 freshmen and 
sophomores on the roster, 
the Warriors struggled to 
a 2-22 record, taking their 
lumps in the tough 6A 
Metro League.

The way Blanks sees it, 
though, the experience will 
set him up for success as he 
takes over as the new coach 
at Nelson of Happy Valley 
this year.

“It was probably the best thing 
to happen to my career, being there 
for the year,” Blanks said. “It gave 
me the head-coaching experience. 
I don’t think I would have got the 
opportunity at Nelson without it. It 
just prepared me.”

Nelson represents a homecoming 
of sorts for Blanks. When the school 
opened in 2021, he was a finalist for 
the head coaching job. The school 
hired Alex Edwards, who brought 
Blanks aboard as a varsity assistant.

Blanks is well acquainted with 
the players in the program. Not only 
does he know many varsity players, 
but during his year at Nelson, he 

coached a seventh-grade team in 
the district.

“It’s not like I’m coming into a 
brand-new situation,” Blanks said. 
“I know all the kids in the program, 
so I’m coming into a situation that’s 
literally family. It’s just like a home 

feeling to me.”
Blanks, 30, grew up in 

Illinois and graduated 
from Belleville East High 
School and Southern 
Illinois University. He 
assisted for three seasons 
in the program at Belleville 
East, one of Illinois’ largest 
high schools.

He worked for the 
Veterans Administration 

in St. Louis and transferred to 
Portland in 2019. He joined the 
coaching staff at Gresham in 2020, 
assisting the varsity and coaching 
the freshman boys team.

The following year, he applied for 
head-coaching jobs at Nelson and 
Sandy. According to Blanks, he was 
passed over in part because he lacked 
head-coaching experience. After one 
season at Nelson, the Aloha job rep-
resented the next logical step in his 
coaching career.

“When I got offered the Aloha job, 
I couldn’t turn it down,” he said. “It 
was the experience that everyone 
was saying that I was needing.”

Blanks said that facing some of 
the state’s best coaches and talent 
in the Metro helped him grow as a 
coach.

“I know when I’m in situations 
with more talent or equal talent, I’ll 
be prepared to win and be success-
ful,” he said. “I have the blueprint 
of the other coaches in the Metro 
League.”

Edwards stepped down as 
Nelson’s coach after last season, 
when the Hawks went 12-15, 7-7 in 
the 6A Mt. Hood Conference. That 
opened the door for Blanks.

“:I left to get my head-coaching 
experience, and came back to con-
tinue building the program that I 
helped start,” Blanks said. “My goal, 
since I was in college, I wanted to 
have my own program. Everything 
I’ve done since then has led to this 
opportunity.”

Nelson made strides in its second 
season, playing tough in losses to Mt. 
Hood contenders Barlow, Gresham 
and Central Catholic and holding a 
second-half lead against powerhouse 
West Linn in a nonleague game. The 
Hawks went on the road to stun 
Southwest Conference champion 
South Medford in a 6A first-round 
playoff game before falling at Central 
Catholic in the second round.

Nelson graduated nine players 
from that team, but brings back its 

leading scorer in 6-foot senior guard 
Sam Lewis (12.6 points per game), a 
two-year starter. In summer games, 
Lewis has reached the 30-point mark 
three times, according to Blanks.

“He’s definitely going to have way 
more opportunities than he had last 
year,” Blanks said. “I expect him 
to be one of the top players in our 
conference.”

The Hawks will be counting 
on several young newcomers next 
season. Blanks said he expects 
freshman guard Braylon Gaines and 
sophomore guard Chaz Katoanga, 
a transfer from Oregon City, to be 
starters.

Gaines is considered among the 
state’s top players in his class.

“He’s played a lot of high-level 
basketball,” Blanks said. “He’s my 
best leader now.”

Lukas Jordan, a 6-4 junior for-
ward, saw varsity action as a 
freshman but missed last season 
with an injury.

“I’ll have a super young team,” 
Blanks said. “We’re going to 
struggle against the top-heavy 
teams that are supposed to beat 
us, but we’ll be in a lot of games. 
They’re sophomores and juniors, 
and when that changes, we’ll be 
the top team. I have everything I 
need to build a program, coming 
in and in-house.”

Daniel Blanks returns to coach boys basketball at Nelson

BLANKS

City of Happy Valley

The City of Happy Valley would like to rec-
ognize our community’s veterans and active 
military. To do this, Happy Valley News aims 
to share the story of people in our community 
who have served or are currently serving in 
one of our country’s armed forces each month. 
Stories might focus on your military experi-
ence, what you’ve learned from your travels, 
or anything interesting or inspiring.

The City is encouraging you to reach out to us 
directly if interested and we additionally welcome 
nominations from family and friends. Please contact 
the City’s Communication Specialist, Stephanie 
Warneke, at swarneke@happyvalleyor.gov or our 
Community Writer, Emma Davis at edavis@pam-
plinmedia.com.

HIGHLIGHTING 
OUR HEROES

The service and sacrifice our military community members 
make is important. With the support of Mayor Tom Ellis and 
City Council, the City of Happy Valley would like to share the 
stories of those who have served or are actively serving. 
Please contact us so we can highlight our local heroes.

FREE
Benjamin Moore 8 oz. Color Sample

20% OFF

WHAT THE PROS TRUST
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Clackamas Fire

September is National 
Preparedness Month, 
which is a nationwide 
coordinated effort spon-
sored by the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) each year 
to encourage people to 
prepare for emergencies 
in their homes, business, 
and schools. This year’s 
theme is: Preparing for 
Older Adults. The cam-
paign focuses on preparing 
older adults for disaster, 
specifically older adults 
from communities that are 
disproportionally impacted 
by the all-hazard events, 
which continue to threaten 
the nation.

We know older adults can 
face greater risks when it 
comes to the multitude of 
extreme weather events and 
emergencies we now face, 
especially if they are living 
alone, are low-income, have 
a disability, or live in rural 
areas.

Use this information 
to assess your needs and 
take simple, low-cost steps 
that can help you be better 
prepared.

Know what disasters could 
affect your area, which could 
call for an evacuation, and 
when to shelter in place, and 
plan what you need to do in 
both areas.

Keep a weather radio 
tuned to your local emer-
gency station and monitor 
TV and radio warnings 
about severe weather in your 
area.

Download the FEMA 
app and get weather alerts 
from the National Weather 
Service for up to five differ-
ent locations anywhere in 
the United States.

Planning now could 
make all the difference

Are you prepared?

COURTESY PHOTO
Remember the water! You should 
have one gallon of water per person 
per day, for drinking and sanitation.

COURTESY PHOTO
Make plans now that will help you remain safe should a major disaster strike. 
If you know a senior citizen, consider reaching out to help them develop a 
safety plan as well.

City of Happy Valley

Happy Valley’s Animal 
Control Services support 
people and animals in a 
variety of ways. With 
animal control one of our 
many responsibilities, we 
aim to protect pets and wild 
animals while simultane-
ously protecting people and 
property from challenges 
that can arise when animals 
are uncontrolled. Whether 
assisting an animal in dis-
tress, reuniting lost pets and 
their owners, or responding 
to animal nuisance concerns, 
our team is responsible for 
the daily happenings related 
to animal services. We 
enforce City laws and ordi-
nances and help ensure the 
City remains a safe place for 
people and animals alike.

Whether lost or abandoned, 
when a dog is seen roaming 
City streets, Community 
Service Officers can be called 
to help. We will attempt to 
contain the dog and reduce its 
chance of running into traffic 
or getting further away from 
home should it have acciden-
tally escaped. If identifying 
information can be obtained, 
we will then proceed to help 
reunify the dog with its owner.  
This is a primary reason the 
City of Happy Valley requires 
dog licensing. It could mean a 
world of difference, especially 
if your dog were to become lost.

When dogs get lost
More times than not, a dog 

gets out when a door is left 
open, or a gate latch or sec-
tion of fencing becomes loose. 
When this happens, your pup 
escapes and off they go on an 
unplanned adventure. Our 
team has found dogs wandering 
neighborhoods and thankfully 
no harm is done, but most con-
cerning is when they get near 
busy streets like Sunnyside and 
172nd Ave. To report dogs run-
ning at-large please contact us 
at 503-783-3800.

How we can help
Should a lost dog be found, 

we can easily reference the 
City’s licensing database to 
locate you for reunification if 

it has a collar. We also have the 
needed equipment on hand to 
scan for microchips. But these 
efforts only go so far in helping 
reunite dogs with their owners 
if the information is up to date. 
That is why it is so important 
to keep your dog’s licensure in 
compliance. Additionally, we 
can’t emphasize enough just 
how important it is to micro-
chip your pet. We often find 

dogs without an identifying 
collar and it can take a long 
time to sift through the data-
base if we have to search by 
breed alone. So, if you haven’t 
already, be sure to talk to your 
vet ASAP about microchipping 
your dog and keep in mind you 
will need to separately update 
the microchip company with 
any changes to your contact 
information if you move or get 
a new phone number. Dogs that 
cannot be reunited with their 
owner are placed for shelter 
with our community part-
ner, Clackamas Dog Services. 
The City’s partnership with 
Clackamas Dog Services allows 
us the ability to access shelter 
for lost or abandoned dogs 
24/7, ensuring safety, basic 
needs, and medical care are 
provided.

Health and wellness
Another reason it is required 

for dog owners to complete the 
licensure process is to ensure 

your pup has received a cur-
rent rabies vaccination. This 
is absolutely imperative to the 
health and safety of anyone, 
including other animals, who 
may encounter your dog.

Do I have the correct license?
If you reside in the City of 

Happy Valley and you own a 
dog, you must have a current 
dog license on file with the City. 
In most cases, a Community 
Service Officer will first talk 
with you about a concern 
related to dog licensing before 
it reaches the level of receiv-
ing a citation. Ultimately, it 
is your responsibility as a dog 
owner to comply. If you pos-
sess a Clackamas County dog 
license or dog license from 
another jurisdiction in the 
state, please contact City Hall 
at 503-783-3800.

Is your dog’s license up to date?

COURTESY PHOTO
If you have not yet obtained a license for your dog or your license has lapsed, 
head to www.happyvalleor.gov/animal-control or use your smartphone to scan 
the QR code. From there, you can complete an application. Fee amounts are 
determined by several factors, so be sure to select the option that matches 
your needs. If you have questions, give us a call at 503-783-3800.

Complete the application online!CODE 
CORNER

OFFICER 
DAVID 
COAN

OFFICER 
JASON 

THOMPSON 

OFFICER 
MICHAEL 
BARNES

C O D E  C O R N E R

BUSINESSSPOTLIGHT

Community is our business

www.hvba.biz

René is an educator at heart. 
As a public servant for 18 years, 
most re-
cently as 
a North 
C l a c k -
a m a s 
S c h o o l 
P r i n c i -
pal, his 
desire to work with Root Mort-
gage was as clear as its mission: 
cultivate relationships, educate 

c l i e n t s , 
and of-
fer ex-
ceptional 
s e r v i c e . 
These at-
t r ibut e s 
re sonat-
ed with 
his de-

termination as a public school 
educator and continue to this 
day, now shifting his advocacy in 
� nding you the loan to buy your 
home.

As a Latino, raised in the city 
of Chicago by a single mom, 
René learned several things 
from the world around him. 
Access is as integral as compe-
tence; Strength comes from ad-
vocacy and support; Love and 
patience are the only true com-
batants to hate and ignorance. 

These three ideas de� ne how 
he sees his role as your mortgage 
advisor.

• Provide access. Whether it’s 
into your dream home, in-
vestment, or re� nance, one 

of his goals is to brainstorm 
options, offer � nancial in-
sight, and provide you access 
with the loan to buy your 
home.

• Support you throughout the 
loan process. Partnering with 
you to thoughtfully strate-
gize on securing your desired 
goal.

• Being available. René will 
show that patience and love 
will be how he functions 
and will be available to sup-
port you throughout your 
home-buying process.

René is � uent in Spanish and 
English and loves the opportu-
nity to serve in either language. 
René � nds it a privilege to part-
ner with Root Mortgage and 
work for you to help you reach 
your goals of homeownership.

Rene Canler
Mortgage Advisor
NMLS #2124818
Licensed in OR & WA

rene@rootmortgage.com
www.rootmortgage.com/rcanler
C: 971.350.8969 O: 503.208.8220
10151 SE Sunnyside Rd, Suite 220 
Clackamas, OR 97015

rene@rootmortgage.com

NMLS #1830982

Business Insurance

● All-in-one Business Policies
● Workers Compensation
● Commercial Auto
● Liquor Liability
● Group Health
● Benefits

Business Insurance

Tel: (503) 353-9900

Tilikum Insurance
13131 SE 125th Ave (On Sunnyside Road)

Happy Valley Moiz Ali - Principal

For

O
P
E
N

SUNNYSIDE MEADOWS
a memory care neighborhood

12195 SE 117th Avenue • Happy Valley, OR
503-878-8550 • sunnysidemeadows.com

Sunnyside Meadows is a charming and safe memory care community that is dedicated to 
serving the needs of individuals with Alzheimer’s disease and  other forms of dementia.

We are interested in learning about your needs.
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By EMMA DAVIS
Pamplin Media Group

Nestled in the trees of 
Pendarvis Farm, surrounded 
by the lush beauty of nature, 
a transformative musical 
journey awaited. Pickathon 
2023, the latest installment 
of the iconic music festival, 
proved to be more than just 
a gathering of artists and 
music enthusiasts; it was a 
celebration of sound, cama-
raderie, and an immersion 
into a world where melodies, 
art pieces, and positivity 
intertwine with the natural 
world.

The enchantment of 
Pickathon lies not only in its 
diverse lineup of artists span-
ning genres from folk and indie 
rock to electronic and more but 
also in its commitment to creat-
ing an environment that fosters 
a sense of unity and belonging 
from the moment attendees 
arrive. “The vibe is top-notch 
at this place,” said Nikki, a 
photographer at Pickathon. 
The familiar hum of conversa-
tions, the aroma of local cuisine 
wafting through the air, and 
the shared anticipation for 
the upcoming performances 
formed an unspoken connection 
between fans. Both locals and 
people from neighboring cities 
and states took part in the fes-
tival, and some even from across 
the globe.

One individual I met was 
a teenager who traveled from 
Manchester, England with his 
family on a quest to explore the 
PNW. Although they did not 
anticipate landing at Pickathon, 
they decided to stop by anyway. 
“We came to visit Portland, 
Seattle, and Vancouver,” he 
said. “My parents enjoy things 
like this and these music genres, 
and while I typically don’t, I 
have been having a lot of fun 
seeing everything and enjoying 
the atmosphere.”

This year’s lineup was noth-
ing short of impressive and they 
were that much more amaz-
ing in the new and revamped 
“neighborhoods” where they 
performed. I was lucky enough 
to attend the festival and wit-
ness them in their full glory. 
Some of the neighborhoods I 
stopped by were the Windmill 
Stage, Grove Stage, Cherry Hill 
Stage, and The Galaxy Barn.

Each neighborhood offered 
its own unique experiences with 
varying artists and crowds alike. 
At the Windmill Stage, attend-
ees were watching the bands 
from all parts of the venue. 
Some were hanging from the 
trees, lying in hammocks, sit-
ting in chairs and on blankets, 
and of course dancing; it was 
very lowkey. It was clad with 
whimsical decorations such 
as giant, colorful mushrooms 
and cloud-like “chandeliers” 
hanging from strings of twin-
kling lights. It took attendees 
to a place where imaginations 
could run wild while enjoying 
the sounds of great music. I was 
able to see two acts, both dif-
fering in genres: Brittany Davis 
and her band (R&B) and The 
Shivas (alternative rock).

The experience at The Grove 
was like that of Windmill 
being lowkey and “chill,” but 
the visuals differed greatly. It 
was dawned with neon strings, 

beginning at the entrance, all 
the way to the stage and around 
the trees. There wasn’t as much 
natural sunlight as there was 
light coming from the stage, 
making it more of a darker envi-
ronment, but it was very fitting 
for the music that was being 
played, including electronic 
synth played by Pachyman and 
a punk/alternative band called 
Wine Lips; the ones I witnessed.

When people wanted to beat 
the heat, they went to The 
Galaxy Barn. Located near the 
front entrance, the neighbor-
hood is popular at Pickathon. 
Inside, there are long benches 
on either side of the room for 
people to sit down as well as 
stand up. Of course, there’s a 
dance floor too. In the barn, 
there are colored tube lights on 
the ceiling that flash in varying 
schemes with every song. The 
band that played, Room for 

Three, played songs reminiscent 
of the rock genre.

While each scene at 
Pickathon contained differ-
ences, some similarities tied it 
all together and showed the true 
essence of what Pickathon truly 
is. It is about community, art, 
love, and all-around good vibra-
tions. It is about people from all 
walks of life coming together to 
enjoy music and camaraderie 
and make lasting memories they 
won’t ever forget. This special 
and beloved festival is a place 
of belonging and carefree energy 
that radiates from all corners of 
the grounds.

However, the future of 
Pickathon is up in the air due 
to permit expirations, but the 
city of Happy Valley is doing 
what it can to help out. “The 
City’s Planning Commission 
has approved the festival twice 
previously, though the current 

approval has recently expired,” 
Laura Terway of Happy Valley 
Parks & Recreation said. “As 
in years past the Planning 
Commission will consider the 
application including the site 
layout and operating conditions, 
public testimony, and govern-
ment agency recommendations 
to determine if the festival is 
appropriate and identify oppor-
tunities to address concerns.”

Though next year is uncer-
tain, there is no question that 
this year’s reimagined and 
revamped Pickathon will go 
down in Happy Valley history 
as one of the best ones yet. “That 
was the best Pickathon ever!” 
says founder, Zale Schoenborn. 
“Festivals like Pickathon are 
rare in the world and to see so 
many people joined together in 
harmony – dancing, singing, 
wandering, rebuilding, explor-
ing was truly a marvelous thing.”

First-time festival-
goer experiences all-
around good vibes

Cheers to Pickathon 2023!

PHOTOS: EMMA DAVIS
Let’s Dance: Pachyman lights up the crowd with his electronic music at the Grove Stage.

Yum!: Attendees venture around to many of Pickathon’s food booths.

An all ages event: Pickathon attendees from all different age groups gather around the Windmill Stage.

Live it up!: Enthusiastic audience members dance and shout to Brittany Davis.

All smiles: Brittany Davis flashes a big smile toward the crowd as she performs 
at the Windmill Stage.

Providing quality dental care for over 45 years!

Dr. Dick Hikade
Dr. Brooke Hikade-Wyatt

Dr. Chad Casebeer

SUNNYSIDE DENTISTRY

14210 SE Sunnyside Rd.  #200
Clackamas, OR  97015 | o�  ce@hikadedental.com

503-558-9828 (o�  ce) | 503-558-9829 (fax)

sunnysidedentistry.com



10     September 2023 Happy Valley News

PIANO, GUITAR, DRUMS, VOICE & VIOLIN
all at each convenient location!

PIANO, GUITAR, DRUMS, VOICE & VIOLIN
all at each convenient location!

“My kids have been taking lessons for 
about 18 months and they have learned 
so much. The owners are wonderful 
people. The staff is very prompt in 
responding to emails and inquiries. 
Recitals are wellorganized. Everyone is 
just super supportive of each other.”

– Liza Trammell ★★★★★

The Largest and Most Qualified 
Teaching Faculty in Oregon
We have an amazing team of music teachers, all with either college training or professional 
performance experience. Our music teachers are dedicated to learning about your personal 
musical goals and helping you to achiever them. With fully committed, educated, and inspiring 
teachers, we are confident that we have the right teacher to meet your music needs. In addition 
to their teaching credentials, our teachers have warm personalities, are extremely friendly and 
dedicated to teaching you the style of music that you want to learn in your music lesson.

A Proven Track Record of Excellence Since 2009
When students take lessons with us, they tend to stick around for a long time. Arts Academy has a provent track record 
of offering quality music, guitar, voice, singing, piano, and drum lessons in Happy Valley year-round. Our full-time 
mission is teaching music lessons trusted by over 1000 families for over 10 years.

Free Music Recitals Every 6 Months in a Convenient Location
Every parent just wants to know how their child is doing and if they are really progressing. The best way for a parent 
to understand if their investment in lessons is really worth it is to have their child participate in a recital. In June and 
November, many of our students choose to perform in our biannual recitals. These recitals are free, and unlike many 
schools in Portland, we do not charge recital participation fees.

Month to Month Lessons
When you sign up with us, your are not required to sign a contract for a whole term or semester. We offer
month to month agreements because we believe that we have to prove our value to you every month.

We Give Away More Awards & Surprises Than Any Other School
Every month there is an opportunity to earn awards and prizes. Whether it is a coloring contest or guessing how much 
candy is in the jar, students can win gift cards to their favorite yogurt place or another restaurant.

WILSONVILLE
8261 SW Wilsonville Road,

Wilsonville, OR 97070
WILSONVILLE@ARTSACADEMY.COM

CALL TODAY 503-974-4997
OR VISIT ONLINE AT 

www.ArtsAcademy.com

The Widest Range of Music 
Lesson Times Available. We 
Offer The Widest Range of 
Music Lesson Times Available!!

Lessons SALE

HAPPY VALLEY
14654 SE Sunnyside Road 
Happy Valley, OR 97015

HAPPYVALLEY@ARTSACADEMY.COM

TIGARD
15605 SW 116th Avenue

King City, OR 97224
TIGARD@ARTSACADEMY.COM

Now 3 locations 
to serve you! all at each convenient location!all at each convenient location!

“My kids have been taking lessons for 
about 18 months and they have learned 

Recitals are wellorganized. Everyone is 
just super supportive of each other.”

★★★★★

WHAT MAKES US SO POPULAR

Our way of saying THANK YOU
to our community.

Experience the Arts Academy for FREE

2 FREE
LESSONS

($90 value)

Offer ends at midnight on Sunday, 
September 30th.

Back-to
School

MUSIC LESSONS SALE

Back-to-Sale
MUSIC LESSONS SALE

Piano, Guitar, Drums, Voice & Violin
ALL IN ONE convenient location
This saves our students time and money, as one family can 
take multiple instruments, but we are the only
one to offer all of the most popular instruments in
a hight-quality, convenient environment.

This saves our students time and money, as one family can 

The Largest and Most Qualified 
Teaching Faculty in Oregon
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By EMMA DAVIS
Pamplin Media Group

B orn and raised 
amidst the 
t i g h t - k n i t 
community of 
Happy Valley, 
Oregon, Mark 
H u r l b u r t , 

a proud native of this idyl-
lic town, has unveiled a 
captivating treasure trove of 
memories in his third book in 
his Clackamas County history 
trilogy. With a deep-rooted 
love for his hometown and a 
keen passion for preserving 
its rich history, he has gra-
ciously crafted a book that 
transports readers through the 
history of Happy Valley titled 
“Happy Valley Oregon: A Brief 
History.”

Through his eloquent prose 
and articles he had crafted 
over the years about this 
beloved city, Hurlburt not 
only captures the essence of 
a town nestled southeast of 
Portland but also encapsulates 
the spirit of its residents, past 
and present. His book stands 
as a testament to the power of 
community and a testament to 
the profound connections that 
Happy Valley has always had.

Mark Hurlburt was born 
in Portland, but he grew up 
in Happy Valley. However, 
when he was born, the city 
was nowhere near what it is 
today. “My dad moved here 
in 1970 and bought a vacant 
lot for pretty cheap and he 
built his house,” he said. “He 
planted every tree and bush on 
his property where he raised 
his family.” Hurlburt attended 
Happy Valley Elementary 
School and graduated from 
Clackamas High School. 
Afterwards, he attended 
Portland State University 
where he graduated with a 
degree in history then went to 
work at the Clackamas County 
Historical Society.

While working, he came 
across a History of Happy 
Valley book that was written 
by Happy Valley Grade School 
students in 1969 which gave 
him motivation to read more 
about his hometown. “The 
book gave me a little spark to 
want to learn more about my 
hometown, do some research, 
and collect some artifacts,” he 
said.

However,  Hurlburt ’s 

motivation was not to write 
a book, but to learn more. He 
then started writing articles, 
some of which were published 
in the Happy Valley Newsletter 
and Clackamas Review. “I just 
kept writing articles, just by 
themselves about Talbert’s 
and other people in the town’s 
history,” he said. “And then in 
2019 my friend Karin, who 
passed away last year, and I 
started working on my first 
book This Day in Clackamas 
County, documenting the dif-
ferent events in Happy Valley 
from January 1st to December 
31st.” Following that, Arcadia 
Publishing contacted him 
interested in a more photo-cen-
tric Happy Valley history book, 
which he did soon after.

Amidst this process, he was 
already working on this third 
and final book in the series 
that he calls his “local history 
trilogy.” This book is different 
than the other two in the series 
as it is more informative. Its 
chapters consist of articles that 
he had written before, such as 
the ones about the Deardorffs, 
the Talberts and how the city 
got its name. “I just took what 
I had already written and 
wanted to explain upon them 
a little bit and put them in an 
order that would best tell the 
story of Happy Valley from 
the beginnings up to the 21st 
century,” he said. “If I’m a sto-
ryteller, this is how I’m going 
to tell the story of the city; 
that was my thought process 
on that.” He started focusing 
more on the book summer of 
last year and got the final edi-
tions this last March.

The book’s content ranges 
from the city’s founding fam-
ilies who established the city 
and how much it has grown 
since then to his memories 
growing up. “If you’re at chap-
ter 16, I talked about how 
Happy Valley became the fast-
est-growing city in Oregon,” 
he said. “Like back in 1990 the 
population was 1519 people 
and in 2020 the population is 
almost 24,000 people.”

For Hurlburt, the History of 
Happy Valley was an important 
project for him because of how 
much he cherishes his home-
town and wants to spread that 
love to its residents. “Most of 
the people who live in Happy 
Valley have no idea what the 
story of it is and I think it’s 
important to know about 

where you come from and it’s 
important to tell that story,” 
he said. “I’m just one of the 
lifelong residents and I don’t 
know if people are interested, 
but I’m hoping that they are 
interested in wanting to know 
more about where they live and 
answer questions about the 
city too.”

Hurlburt hopes that his book 
sparks curiosity among read-
ers to become familiar with 
their local history, not just 
of Happy Valley, but other 
cities as well, and perhaps to 
learn about their family his-
tory. “Regardless of what it is, 
history is important, and it is 
something that we should con-
tinue to learn and not forget,” 
he said.

His book is available online 
on Amazon, for order, and 
in-store at the Clackamas 
Town Center Barnes & Noble, 
and the Happy Valley City 
Hall gift shop.

Mark will also be having 
a book signing at this year’s 
Oktoberfest, so pick up your 
copy and stop by his booth for 
a chance to meet the author 
and get your book signed!

Mark Hurlburt discusses his new book in three-part local history series

A Brief History of Happy Valley Oregon 
with Mark Hurlburt

COURTESY PHOTO
Mark Hurlburt.

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
Local author and historian, Mark Hurlburt, will be at Oktoberfest for those interested in snagging a signed copy of his 
new book about Happy Valley.

Support these local Alliance members!

HAPPY VALLEY BUSINESS ALLIANCE

COMMUNITY IS OUR BUSINESS!

Visit www.hvba.biz for more businesses serving your community or to join the HVBA.

Join us for the next meeting, Wednesday September 27, at 7:30AM
at Happy Valley City Hall  (16000 SE Misty Drive  Happy Valley, OR 97086)

16703 SE McLoughlin Blvd., Milwaukie, OR 97267

503.557.5151
HarmonyRoadOregon.com

Music For Everyone

Tots through Adults
MUS I C  C EN T ER

Tree City Real Estate

Hire your local expert!

LizBETH Hale
Sunnyside

14626 SE Sunnyside Rd.
503-658-6778

www.lacostita.com

MEXICAN RESTAURANT 
& CANTINA

DINE-IN, TAKE OUT, AND CATERING SERVICES

HAPPY VALLEY
STARCYCLERIDE.COM
HV@STARCYCLERIDE.COM

503.855.4460
3183 SE 172ND AVE,

SUITE 178

Fir� R�e Fr�

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1997
Full Service Licensed Residential Management

www.priorityoneproperties.com
Julie Gutwig 503-723-7700

OFFICE : 10790 SE HWY 212, Clackamas, OR 97015

We Take Care Of Your Home 
As If It Were Our Own!

10001 SE Sunnyside Road, Suite 120 
Clackamas, OR 97015

503-513-5533 • Vipmedispa.com

Offering a wide range of medical spa treatments and services

SUNNYSIDE DENTISTRY

Providing quality dental care for over 44 years!
14210 SE Sunnyside Rd.  #200

Clackamas, OR  97015
office@hikadedental.com

503-558-9828 (office)
503-558-9829 (fax)

sunnysidedentistry.com

New Members:
Stangier Wealth Management

Portland Cider Company

Renewals:
Thunder Elite

The Springs at Happy Valley
Media Strategist- Salem Media Group Portland - Laura Steinke

Specialty Family Homes, LLC
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By JAMES KENNETH PRESLEY 
for Pamplin Media Group

The perfect batch of lemon-
ade often requires a delicate 
balance of sweet and sour, 
a recipe that too resembles 
life itself, for it is the sour 
moments that help us grow 
as well as learn while the 
sweet serves as a reminder 
that life offers its fair share of 
rewards. Perhaps no family 
in the Happy Valley com-
munity has a better grasp of 
this notion than the Creech 
family, who have partnered 
with Alex’s Lemonade Stand 
for their fourth straight year 
to fight childhood cancer. 
But how?

On August 20th, 2023, Happy 
Valley kiddos Xavier and Roslyn 
Creech, as well as their mom 
Colleen, set up a lemonade stand 
in their driveway, offering pass-
ing guests a cup of lemonade and 
a warm chocolate chip cookie. 
Equally, for some entertain-
ment, some water balloons that 
reminded us just how special 
and exciting Summer can be.

“I helped have fun by get-
ting my sister wet,” says a shy 
Xavier, an upcoming fifth grade 
student at Scouters Mountain 
Elementary.

The water balloons were a 
nice touch, but it was the lem-
onade as well as the message 
behind it why the Creech family 
has remained dedicated to help-
ing find a cure for children with 
cancer, a message that rings very 
near and dear to their hearts.

In 2018, Roslyn, who is about 
to enter the first grade this Fall, 
was diagnosed with acute lym-
phoblastic leukemia, a type of 
blood cancer, forcing her to 
spend two years of her young life 
receiving treatment to combat 
the disease. Today, officially 
in remission, both Xavier and 
Roslyn host a lemonade stand as 
part of a partnership with Alex’s 
Lemonade Stand, a foundation 
for childhood cancer that has 
raised over $250 million dollars 
to date.

“We knew that we wanted 
to make her (Roslyn’s) end 
of treatment special,” says 
Colleen, a teacher at Christ the 

King Middle School. “Since 
we really couldn’t do much 
during COVID-19 we came up 
with a drive thru party where 
people could come visit, and 
that’s when we incorporated 
the lemonade stand. We not 
only wanted to celebrate but 
we also wanted to give back 
because we were blessed with so 
many people and organizations 
that supported us through the 
journey.”

Today, having celebrated its 
four year anniversary, Xavier 
and Roslyn’s Lemonade Stand 
was greeted by Happy Valley 
Mayor Tom Ellis, who presented 
the children with an honorary 
business license for the second 
year in a row, congratulating the 
pair on their accomplishment 
and encouraging them to con-
tinue making lots of money for 
the charity.

“The city really wanted to 
support the efforts that Roslyn 
is doing,” says Stephanie 
Warneke, Communication and 
Public Relations Coordinator 
at City of Happy Valley. “We 
recognize that she’s come a long 
way and we’re so happy that 
she’s doing well. We want to 
support kids in our community 

who choose to give back and do 
something that’s impactful.”

After signing their honorary 
business license and taking a 
photo with the kids, Mayor 
Ellis chimed in on the impact 

Xavier and Roslyn have made 
in the community.

“I believe that kids every-
where are trying to make a 
difference,” says Mayor Ellis. 
“I think that this does exactly 

that, sending a message out that 
supports a great cause.”

After a few distractions as 
well as fulfilling her duties as 
official lemonade server, we 
talked with Roslyn about the 
visit from Mayor Ellis.

“It was pretty cool,” says 
Roslyn. “I think that means I can 
drive now that I have a license!”

Needless to say Roslyn 
earned a few laughs for that 
comment. Luckily for her and 
her family, Roslyn was able to 
finally use her Make-A-Wish 
trip in June and take her family 

to Disneyland and Universal 
Studios, a well earned vacation 
for these blossoming business 
owners.

Today, after four success-
ful years, Colleen hopes that 
this lemonade stand continues 
and that maybe even one day 
her children will take it over 
entirely, continuing to inspire 
those who suffer as Roslyn and 
her family has while promoting 
the notion of hope and healing 
that can come from an invested 
community.

When life gives you lemons…

WHEN LIFE GIVES YOU LEMONS: 
Xavier and Roslyn’s Lemonade Stand Takes on Childhood Cancer

JAMES KENNETH PRESLEY
This way to lemonade! Guests entering the neighborhood are greeted with this 
fun sign.

JAMES KENNETH PRESLEY
Table of plenty: Lemonade and cookies for visitors and supporters.

Business certified! Mayor Tom Ellis 
rewards the Creech family with an 
honorary business license.

“We not only 
wanted to 
celebrate but we 
also wanted to 
give back 
because we were 
blessed with so 
many people and 
organizations 
that supported 
us through the 
journey.” 

— Colleen Creech

HV Dance Academy NOW
OPEN!

Register now for your free trial class!

At Happy Valley Dance Academy, we’re offering a wide range of dance classes to meet the 
needs of our community. Something you’d like to see added to our list? Submit a request.

“Great dancers are not great because of their technique, they 
are great because of their passion.”- Martha Graham

14863 SE Oregon Trail Dr. Clackamas, OR 97015
360-909-3945 • www.happyvalleydanceacademy.com

Ballet • Lyrical • Hip Hop
Contemporary • Acrobatics 

• Ballroom • Jazz • Tap

HVDA is a high-quality dance studio dedicated to training 
all ages, including adults - where you come as you are, and 

do your best! Discover all of our studio’s offerings here

Working together to protect and conserve our drinking water.

IRRIGATION DONE!

www.clackamasproviders.org

Doing my part to keep water 
in the Clackamas River.

more MONEY,
more adventures

Reward yourself in cash every month with 
iQ Credit Union’s Intelligent Checking account.

More to explore at iQcu.com/intelligent-checking

No minimum 
balance required

Cash back on 
non-iQ ATM fees 
(Up to $25/month**) 

No monthly 
maintenance fee

It’s easy 
to earn

*APY = annual percentage yield. Rate good as of August 1, 2023. All rates subject to change. No monthly fee. To earn the Intelligent 
Checking rate of 6.00% APY on balances up to and including $25,000, and 0.25% APY on balances over $25,000, you must meet the 
following monthly requirements: twelve (12) debit or credit card transactions; direct deposit of $100 or more per month, log in to online 
banking at least once per month; and receive e-Statements. If account requirements are not met, the non-qualifying rate will be 0.05% 
APY. New accounts will receive the qualifying dividend rate for the first statement cycle. Existing accounts converted to Intelligent 
Checking may qualify to receive the qualifying dividend rate beginning on the first day of the month following the month in which 
the account is converted. All requirements must be met with transactions posted and cleared by the close of business on the day
before the last day of the month. ATM transactions do not count toward the 12 debit card transactions. Dividend paid on the last day of 
the month in which it is earned. Qualifiers must all be on the same account. **Only accounts that meet the Intelligent Checking criteria 
are eligible for the $25 ATM fee refund. Visit www.iQcu.com for details about how the ATM fee refund is calculated and other limitations.

INSURED BY NCUA

SCAN ME
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By JAMES KENNETH PRESLEY
For Pamplin Media Group

The concept of a “hero’s 
journey” is often crafted 
for narrative purposes, as 
it presents a hero who goes 
on an adventure, learn-
ing lessons along the way, 
conquering in heroic victory, 
and discovering a newfound 
knowledge. For us, this very 
idea is oftentimes presented 
in the everyday triumphs of 
those who take on an adven-
ture of their own where the 
journey leads to a dream ful-
filled. Enter Kelsey Nisbett, 
a ‘09 graduate of Clackamas 
High School whose journey 
began years before she ever 
donned a cap and gown.

Kelsey Nisbett, a Happy 
Valley native, has deceptively 
made her career achievements 
look effortless, even though 
she’s easily one of the most 
motivated people you’ll even 
come across. If you don’t recog-
nize the name, then you might 
know some of the movies she 
has helped produce over the 
years, specifically a slew of 
feel-good Christmas movies, 
including Netflix’s Falling for 
Christmas with Lindsay Lohan, 
The Princess Switch movies 
with Vanessa Hudgens, and a 
collection of other holiday films 
on the Great American Family 
network, including A Brush 
with Christmas, written by her 
husband Brendan McNerney.

However, before Nisbett was 
helping develop scripts and 
stories, she was a student at 
Clackamas High School, lean-
ing into her love for theater and 
dance.

“I’ve always loved musical 
theater,” says Nisbett. “There’s 
funny old footage of me per-
forming in my grandmother’s 
basement insisting that 
everybody call me ‘Princess 
Ballerina’!”

As soon as Nisbett’s freshman 
year of high school started in 
the Fall of ‘05, she would 
immediately join both drama 

and choir, performing in the 
school musicals during her four 
years at Clackamas. That being 
noted, Nisbett’s big personal-
ity would find other intrigues 
when it came to performing, 
especially thanks to the Sabin-
Schellenberg program and the 
introduction to different career 
opportunities it presents to 
students.

“I signed up for Media 
and Broadcasting courses at 
Sabin-Schellenberg as soon 

as I was able; my theater-lov-
ing self thought ‘I could be a 
news anchor’,” says Nisbett. “A 
whole campus dedicated to spe-
cialized skill was an incredibly 
privileged opportunity for me, 
getting to learn with students 
from multiple campuses.”

However, Nisbett would soon 
get an itch to learn behind the 
camera operations thanks to 
this exposure as well as the 
belief by one specific teacher.

“My teacher, Deborah 

Barnes, was the greatest inspi-
ration to me and such a major 
influence on the trajectory of 
my life,” says Nisbett. “I literally 
would not be here if it weren’t 
for her class.”

Barnes later recommended 
that Nisbett pursue film school, 
which, thanks to a scholarship 
by Sabin-Schellenerg, helped 
Nisbett land her a spot at 
Loyola Marymount University, 
where she attended from 2009 
to 2013.

“I definitely went into film 

school with more of an explor-
atory mindset,” says Nisbett. 
“I didn’t immediately see the 
vision my teacher had for me, 
but once I started taking classes 
I realized that I had come in 
with a sweeping advantage as 
I had all of the technical skills 
down pat thanks to Sabin-
Schellenberg. That leg up 
allowed me to use my time actu-
ally falling in love with cinema.”

After graduating with 
a degree in Film and TV 
Production, Nisbett would 

intern and eventually work for 
Larry Levinson Productions 
thanks to a college connec-
tion, Amanda Phillips, where 
Nisbett discovered her pas-
sion for creative development. 
Afterwards, Nisbett landed at 
CBS Television Studios as a 
Development Coordinator and 
eventually HBO in the Business 
Affairs department.

Unfortunately, thanks to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Nisbett 
would be laid off like many.

“It was of great importance 
to maintain the connections 
that I did,” says Nisbett as she 
would find her way back to her 
mentor Amanda Phillips who 
was now with Motion Picture 
Corporation of America. It 
is there where she presented 
Nisbett with an opportunity in 
creative development, coming 
full circle.

Today, Nisbett is a Manager of 
Development, with tasks includ-
ing discovering new material to 
develop into feature length films 
and managing current projects 
from pre-production through 
post production.

“We make films with the goal 
to sell to a buyer who is the 
best fit,” says Nisbett. “Some 
of our most regular buyers are 
Amazon, Netflix, and Great 
American Family.”

Today, Hollywood is on 
hiatus at the moment due to 
both writers and actors being 
on two simultaneous strikes. 
Currently, Nisbett’s focus is 
on finishing post production 
on the completed projects that 
were turned in before the strikes 
began, giving her enough to 
do until hopefully the strikes 
resolve amicably for everyone.

“It’s a super challenging time 
for our business,” says Nisbett. 
“I’m just eager to get back to 
working on all these great proj-
ects we have on the horizon!”

Falling for Christmas: Netflix’s 2022 romantic comedy starring Lindsay Lohan
COURTESY PHOTO

2009 Sabin-Schellenberg award’s ceremony: Kelsey Nisbett being honored by 
her teacher and friend, Deborah Barnes

COURTESY PHOTO
“Smile for the camera!”: Kelsey Nisbett strikes a pose with writer and husband, 
Brendan McNerney

“I didn’t immediately see the vision my teacher had for me, but once I started 
taking classes I realized that I had come in with a sweeping advantage as I had all 
of the technical skills down pat thanks to Sabin-Schellenberg.”

Kelsey Nisbett’s Hero’s Journey: 
From Happy Valley to

September is synonymous 
with back to school and that 
means students are headed 
back to class. Many families 

are getting 
the hang of 
new sched-
ules and 
routines, 
and local 
traffic is 
undoubtedly 
affected with 
the increase 
of travel on 
our local 
roads. With 
this in mind, 
here are 

some helpful tips to keep in 
mind to encourage a safe and 
successful school year.

The bus stops here
Be alert. Buses mean bus 

stops and bus stops are likely 
filled with children waiting to 
catch their ride or be let off. Be 
mindful of kids on the sidewalks 
or crossing the street.

Go slowly. When buses are 
present, that means children are 
present. Whether bus lights are 
flashing or not, it’s always best 
to slow down in case kids dart 
out into the street or the bus 

makes a sudden stop or turn.
Leave plenty of space. The 

10 ft area surrounding a school 
bus is the most dangerous for 
children. Help bus drivers by 
giving them a wide berth and 
clear view of the area around 
them when driving or stopped 
behind them.

Prepare to stop. Yellow or 
red flashing lights and a stop 
sign arm extended indicate 
children are preparing to load 
or unload from the bus and this 
is a signal for you to prepare to 
stop. FACT: It is illegal in all 50 
states to pass a school bus that 
is stopped to load or unload 
children.

Students should always 
remain visible. Instruct stu-
dents utilizing the bus to refrain 
from horseplay and to remain at 
the designated meeting place 
while waiting for pick up. 
Remind students to look both 
ways before crossing the street 
and to NEVER walk behind 
the bus.

Walk this way
Embrace crosswalks. 

Encourage students to only 
cross the road at marked 
crosswalks as this significantly 
increases visibility for drivers. 

If a crossing guard is present, 
please also ensure your child 
knows to obey their directions 
when it comes to waiting and 
crossing.

Use the buddy system. It’s 
always a good idea to have stu-
dents walk together. There is 
safety in numbers and an addi-
tional person to navigate street 
crossing and make judgments in 
situations.

Keep distractions at bay. 
Remind students to stow away 
smart phones and other devices 
that could keep their attention 
off the task at hand.

Look both ways. Encourage 
your student to always be alert 
and to check and then double 
check that the coast is clear 
before entering the street to 
cross.

Let’s roll
ALWAYS wear a helmet. If 

your student bikes to school, 
ensure they have a properly 
fitting helmet and emphasize 
the importance of wearing it 
consistently.

Know the rules of the 
road. Students who ride their 
bike to school should know 
basic traffic rules and heed 
to stop signs, stop lights and 

crosswalks. Generally, it is best 
to have your student walk their 
bike through an intersection as 
an added safety protection.

Driving responsibly
Eyes on the road: Don’t let distrac

tions or a time crunch endanger 
your child or someone else. Pay 
attention to school zones and 
ALWAYS obey the speed limits. 
There is often a lot happening 
during drop off and pick up 
times, and it is easy to become 
complacent if you aren’t paying 
attention. Avoid using your cell 
phone while driving and keep 
other distractions, like the 
radio and conversations with 
passengers, to a minimum.

Crosswalks are important: Cross
walks are busy places as kids 

make their way to school or 
head home, so it is vital that 
you approach these areas with 
caution and come to a full 
stop when students are pres-
ent. Crossing guards are often 
helping during these times, so 
please support their efforts by 
following their lead.

Hold up!: If you utilize the 
school parking lot, please make 
sure you triple check your sur-
roundings before backing up or 
charging ahead. Students don’t 
always think before darting 

out and younger students may 
be harder to see due to their 
shorter height.

Together, let’s help students, 
parents, and school staff get to 
and from school with ease. For 
more information, be sure to 
check out www.happyvalleyor.
gov/school-zone-safety where 
you can learn about how the 
City is making a concerted 
effort through a partnership 
with Happy Valley Police and 
local PTO’s to promote safety 
when it comes to school zones.

ON THE ROAD AGAIN: Back to school safety tips

COURTESY PHOTO
Crosswalks help students safely cross 
the street.

COURTESY PHOTO
With school buses taking students to and from school, prepare to stop as kids 
are picked up or dropped off at their stops.

DIRECTOR 
OF PUBLIC 

SAFETY

Steve 
Campbell

•  Your not-for-pro� t hospice since 1980
•  Compassionate care for those living with a terminal illness
•  Low nurse-to-patient ratio
•  Serving Happy Valley, Clackamas and East Multnomah counties

503-668-5545 • www.mthoodhospice.org

The only 5-star hospice in the 

Portland Metro area!

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ “Everything is betternow that Mt. Hood Hospice is on board!I just wish we would have done it sooner.”
-Bob D

now that Mt. Hood Hospice is on board!I just wish we would have done it sooner.”

Because         every day is a gift
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By JAMES KENNETH PRESLEY 
for Pamplin Media Group

A s many parts of our 
country continue to 
struggle with low lit-
eracy rates, there is a 

growing initiative by many to 
advance the standard teach-
ing methods we all grew up 
with and evolving it to what is 
considered “multi-sensory edu-
cation”. However, just what 
does that entail? You’ll be fasci-
nated to uncover just what we 
experienced.

As we walked through doors 
of the Clackamas Education 
Services Department and 
strolled down the building’s 
stairs on a warm Tuesday morn-
ing, one couldn’t help but to feel 
like a parent dropping off their 
young child on the first day of 
school, as each table featured an 
arrangement of sand, crayons, 
colorful tiles, and more. There 
was an excitement in the air that 
was magnetic, leaving this inter-
viewer as well as an observer to 
feel like a participant. However, 
just what was it we experienced?

Clackamas ESD recently 
partnered with the Institute 
for Multi-Sensory Education 
(IMSE) to host a collection 
of training seminars that offer 
courses rooted in the Orton-
Gillingham methodology, where 
a wide assemblage from educa-
tors to superintendents could 
observe and participate in these 
practices that cater to all levels 
of learning.

“The feedback we’re receiving 
from participants and observers 
is overwhelmingly positive,” says 
Charlotte Gant, Clackamas ESD’s 
K-2 early literacy consultant. 
“The training is sensory driven. 
The IMSE-Orton-Gillingham 
training is an opportunity for 
teachers to learn how to deliver 
direct, sequential, systematic, 
and explicit instruction to stu-
dents based on the data in their 
classrooms. Each participant is 
walking away with a new skill 
set, an understanding of struc-
tured literacy, and a ‘toolkit’ with 

materials that will support and lift 
students as they strive to access 
core curriculum.”

This training is specifically 
designed for grades K-2, but it 
is also effective for students with 
special learning needs as well, as 
this type of instruction incorpo-
rates the use of visual, auditory, 
and kinesthetic-tactile 
modalities simul-
taneously in the 
components of learning 
to read. For exam-
ple, the tools like the 
sand are to encourage 
the use of those very 
modalities.

“The overall goal 
is to provide educa-
tors with a bag full 
of teaching strate-
gies,” says Gant. “You 
always want the appropriate cur-
riculums so what we do is provide 
tools to help teachers support and 
lift their students to access those 
curriculums.”

Now, one thing that is import-
ant to remember is that this type 
of learning is not a curriculum 
itself, but rather a methodology, 
which actually qualifies for the 

Dyslexia Senate Bill, an import-
ant consideration given that every 
school must have a teacher that 
has been trained in dyslexia 
awareness.

“A woman at my school had 
been using this and I was so 
impressed with the results she 
was getting,“ says Sarah Stiegeler, 

an educator and 
instructional support 
specialist. “My own 
son has dyslexia so I 
wanted to dig deeper 
and learn how to teach 
to help accommodate. 
It’s safe to say I have 
been blown away 
with the resources 
I have been getting. 
I’m already messag-
ing teachers I work 
with because I am so 

excited!”
Stiegeler also suggests that this 

might very well be the missing 
piece within today’s curricu-
lums and, quite frankly, we can 
understand why. We all grew 
up understanding the power of 
visual learning, but it never really 
honed in on all available senses 
back when we were in school. 

Admittedly, it was impressive to 
see just how helpful things like 
touch and feel could be. . . even 
singing.

So, if multi-sensory training 
is the key, then that must make 
Aaron Franklin Jr. the key master, 
an instructor for IMSE who dedi-
cated an entire week to help these 
educators sharpen their commu-
nication tools and adapt to this 
methodology.

“The opportunity to impact 
other lives means so much to me,” 
says Franklin Jr. “Reading and 
writing is the key to unlocking 
the future and if I have been given 
this natural skillset to transform 
other lives then that’s what makes 
it exciting for me.”

We must say, witnessing 
Franklin Jr. communicate with 
these educators in person was 
very inspirational to experience, 
giving us an immense confidence 
that future data will reflect the 
positive outcome of this meth-
odology. Equally, this evolving 
gateway to learning can only open 
further so long as there remains 
determined and passionate educa-
tors as we saw during this training 
session.

Multi-Sensory Education: 
Tomorrow’s Teaching Strategies, Today!

Commanding the room: Aaron Franklin Jr holds court as he demonstrates these 
teaching strategies.

Making it fun! Teachers team up to try out these techniques for themselves.

COURTESY PHOTOS
Early morning gathering: Teachers from across multiple school districts gather to experience this methodology.

“The overall 
goal is to 
provide 
educators with 
a bag full of 
teaching 
strategies.” 

—  Charlotte Gant

18677 SE Hwy 212, 
Damascus OR 97089

503-658-5650 
www.ctvlutheranschool.org

For over 30 years Christ the Vine Lutheran 
School has nurtured in children a love for 
learning. You will have a trusted partner 
in preparing your child for the future. Your 
child's curriculum and activities will be de-
signed to encourage their curiosity, nurture 
their faith in God, and establish a life-long 
enthusiasm for learning.

What We Teach:
Math, science, language arts, social studies, 
health, art, music, spiritual formation for pre-
school through 1st grade. 

Fall Enrollment NOW OPEN!
De� ning Educational Excellence since 1993

"My wife and I looked at several schools in the area before we chose to send our daughter to Christ 
the Vine, and we could not be happier. The school truly provides a sense of belongingness. Everyone 
from the teachers to the administration are warm, caring and treat each student and family member 
as if they were their own. I would not hesitate to recommend this school to anyone." CTV PARENT

How We Teach:
Our curriculum is child-centered, hands-
on, and balanced between teacher-di-
rected lessons and student exploration. 
Our low student-teacher ratio allows 
us to personally know your child, their 
strengths and challenges, and how best 
to engage them in learning. Our stu-
dents become energetic, curious, cre-
ative learners, who grow daily in knowl-
edge and skills, and who are con� dent 
that they are loved by God.

WE'RE GROWING!!  
Ask about our grade-level expansion coming 

soon for continued education beyond 1st grade.

CHRIST THE VINE
LUTHERAN SCHOOL

Since 1993

503-698-8911
bristolhospice-oregon.com

Hospice is...About Living

Hospice Focuses on the Person, 
not the Disease

During this time we are STILL admitting residents to hospice 
care, we can STILL offer exceptional care and support through 
virtual methods and we can STILL safely enter your facility to 

provide the care that is necessary.

Do not hesitate to call us with a question or referral,
we are here to help.

Our team’s mission is that all patients and families 
entrusted to our care will be treated with the highest 

level of compassion, respect and quality of care.

Virtual visits can replace in-person visits when necessary.

EXCEPTIONAL HOSPICE CARE
IN YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

We are prepared to safely
 provide care for your loved one



Happy Valley News September 2023     15

Let your smile 
speak volumes!

Give your child the con� dence to 
soar with the gi�  of a great smile!

12014 SE Sunnyside Road | Clackamas | 503-698-6900
In Sunnyside Marketplace | www.Sunnysideortho.com

Specializing in Children and Adults 
• Complimentary Exams

• Braces 
                 •

Dr. Michael Brown, DMD, PC

Serving Oregon & Washington Since 1969 | Where Quality & Price Meet!

A second generation family owned business built on 
over 50 years of referrals & satis� ed customers

• Tile • Composition 
• Shakes • Metal 

• Repairs 
• Maintenance

www.blissroo� ng.com   (503) 653-6100

Call us today for a free estimate

“Owneris a local Happy Valley resident for over 35 years!”

SENIOR LIVING   |   ASSISTED CARE   |   MEMORY CARE

11520 SE Sunnyside Road 
Clackamas, OR 97015
503-698-1600 
miramontpointe.com

Call or text Amber at 971-336-1251 for more information.

Miramont Pointe is o�ering 
an amazing summer special. 
We invite you to come 
explore everything that our 
community has to o�er.

* $99 refers to the one-time community fee for each unit type. Move-in special available when the residency agreement is signed by 
September 30, 2023, and does not apply to second person fee, pet fee, care services or packages, or a la carte service charges.

LIMITED TIME OFFER - $99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL!* We believe in celebrating 
well-lived lives in ways 

that truly matter.
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HAPPY VALLEY LIBRARY
13793 S.E. SIEBEN PARK WAY, HAPPY VALLEY, OR  97015 | 503-783-3456 | WWW.HAPPYVALLEYOR.GOV/LIBRARY

SEPTEMBER 2023 LIBRARY EVENTS
Please check our website for the most up-to-date hours and services. Library will close at noon on Monday, Sept. 18 for a 
staff in-service day.

Youth Programs 

Storytimes 
To see our full listing of storytimes and playtimes 

for ages birth to five, visit our website or go.lincc.org/
hvbirthto5  

For Kids and Families  

Stretch, Dance, Play 
Thursday, Sept. 7 & Oct. 5, 10:15 a.m. 

For 2–5-year-olds and their grownups. Join Iris Nason 
for dance, yoga, singing, sign language and play!  

Sign & Sing 
Friday, September 8, 10:15 am 

For 2–5-year-olds and their caregivers. Sing, dance, 
and sign with Shira Fogel of Tiny Talkers.  

Let’s Build 
Tuesday, Sept. 12, 4 p.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 23, 10:30 a.m.-noon 

For K-5th graders and their grownups. Drop in for 
some free LEGO building fun.  

Homeschool Club Meet Up! 
Friday, Sept. 15, 10:15 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

Hey homeschool families! Bring the whole family for 
a morning of fun with crafts and games. Families are 
welcome to bring curriculum or other support materials 
to swap.  

Talullah’s Daddy 
Saturday, Sept. 16, 10:15 a.m. 

For ages 2-6 and their caregivers. Drop in for some 
musical fun with our favorite bass playing dad!  

Mid-Autumn Storytime 
Sunday, Sept. 17, 2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Come and celebrate Mid-Autumn at the Happy Valley 
Library. Enjoy Vietnamese stories, songs, rhymes and 
make a lantern together as a family.  

On the Move! 
Monday, Sept. 25, 10:15 a.m. 

For 3–5-year-olds and their caregivers. Join Maria 
for a special story, songs and games that encourage 
creative movement. 

All Together Now: Puzzles! 
Monday, Oct. 2, 3 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Everyone’s welcome to put together puzzles! We’ll 
have puzzles of all different sizes for just the right 
challenge. All Together Now programs are designed as 
intergenerational programs, with people of all ages 
coming together to create and play together. 

Cuentos, Música y Manualidades 
Sábado, 7 de octubre, 10:30a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

Disfruta de cuentos, música y manualidades, ¡todo 
en español! Bailaremos, cantaremos, leeremos juntos 
y al final haremos una manualidad especial que se 
llevarán a casa. Diseñado para familias con pequeños 
de 0 a 6 años.  

Enjoy stories, music and crafts, all in Spanish! We’ll 
dance, sing and read together and after we’ll make a 
special craft that you’ll take home. Designed for families 
with little ones 0 to 6 years old.  

Teen Tutors 
Registration is now open! 
Wednesdays, Oct. 4-Nov. 8, 4:30 p.m. or 5 p.m. 

Have a student in 2nd-5th grade who needs a little 
help? Students are matched with a teen buddy for 
25-minute weekly sessions. Register at go.lincc.org/
hvteentutors 

Tweens & Teens

For teens in grades 6 - 12 
Teen Advisory Board, Saturday, Sept. 9, 1 p.m.-2 p.m. 

Come check out Teen Advisory Board! Learn about 
how you can support the library while earning volunteer 
hours. Hang out with new friends, share ideas, and 
make stuff. A safe space for all to be themselves.   
Manga and Anime Club, Thursday, Sept. 14, 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Hang out with fellow manga and anime fans — chat 
about favorites, browse new number ones, eat snacks, 
make stuff, and watch anime.   

Adults  

Genealogy 
Monday, Sept. 11, 3 p.m.-5 p.m. 

Searching for family roots? All are welcome to come 
and share questions, strategies, and organizing tips. 
Insights are discovered and pathways revealed as we 
attempt to solve the mysteries of our ancestors’ elusive 
stories!   

Mah Jonng 
Fridays, 12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Those who enjoy playing American Mah Jongg are 
invited to join our fun and friendly group! Be sure to 
bring your current National Mah Jongg League cards. 
Contact the library if you would like to learn to play.    

String Along 
Sundays, Sept. 10 & 24, 2 p.m.-5 p.m.   

Bring your acoustic guitar, fiddle, ukulele or other 
stringed instrument to the Happy Valley Library and 
share some tunes with other musicians. Adults of all 
skill levels are invited to drop in and play some music 
in a casual, jam-style setting. Bring a song you know to 
share.

Neurodiverse Characters in Literature 
Wednesday, Sept. 13, 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Join local author Jen Comfort to learn what the term 
“neurodiversity” means, learn about her background 
with being diagnosed with ADHD as an adult and how it 
played a role in her writing. And then, do a playful exer-
cise where we re-imagine classically “misunderstood” 
literature characters--the misfits, villains, and quirky 
sidekicks--with lenses of broader compassion. For teens 
and adults. RSVP.  

Homemade Tortillas 
Tuesday, Sept. 19, 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Join us in kicking off Latine Heritage Month with 
Araceli de la Cruz, owner of La Popular. Learn how to 
make handmade tortillas and then have a taste with 
some salsa and cheese. For adults. RSVP. 

Millennial Lotería 
Sunday, Sept. 24, 11 a.m.-noon 

Calling all Millennials! Join us for a few rounds of 
the modern-day version of the popular Mexican board 
game, Lotería. For adults. RSVP. 

Papel Picado 
Sunday, Oct. 1&15, 3 p.m.-5 p.m. 

Learn about the traditional Mexican folk art of cut 
paper in this hybrid workshop with papel picado expert 
Karina Puente. For adults. Registration required. 

All Together Now: Puzzles! 
Monday, Oct. 2, 3 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Everyone’s welcome to put together puzzles! We’ll 
have puzzles of all different sizes for just the right 
challenge. All Together Now programs are designed as 
intergenerational programs, with people of all ages 
coming together to create and play together. 

Happy Valley Library 
Book Group  
Thursday, Oct. 5, 
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m. 

Read the non-fiction 
title, River of the Gods: 
Genius, Courage, and 
Betrayal in the Search for 
the Source of the Nile by 
Candice Miller, and discuss 
it with other readers. Did 
you like it or not? Did 
something surprise you 
or make you think twice? 
Come share your thoughts! 

LIBRARY CALENDAR

Adult Non�ction 

The Dominican Kitchen 
by Vanessa Mota 

The creator of the popular 
blog My Dominican Kitchen 
brings the everyday dishes she 
grew up with in the Dominican 
Republic to your busy life. Made 
with easy-to-find ingredients 
and featuring traditional 
comfort foods, the 80 recipes 
incorporate the delicious flavors 
of la comida criolla dominicana 
(Creole food), with influences 
from the Taíno, Africa, Europe, 
the Middle East, and China.  

Asada: The Art of 
Mexican-Style Grilling 
by Bricia Lopez 

Oaxaca authors Bricia Lopez 
and Javier Cabral are back with 
the first major cookbook about 
how to create asada—Mexican-
style grilled meat—at home.  

Crying in the 
Bathroom: A Memoir 
by Erika L. Sánchez 

From the New York Times 
bestselling author of I Am Not 
Your Perfect Mexican Daughter, 
an utterly original memoir-in-es-
says that is as deeply moving 
as it is disarmingly funny.  

Promises in Gold / 
Promesas de Oro 
by José Olivarez 

Written in English and com-
bined with Spanish translation, 
this stellar collection of poems, 
exploring many forms of love 
and how each is birthed, 
shaped and complicated by 
the invisible forces of gender, 
capitalism, religion and so 
on, serves as a reminder that 
love is abundant and worth 
experiencing.  

Fiction 

Family Lore 
by Elizabeth Acevedo  

Follows the lives of several 
generations of women in the 
Marte family after gathering to 
honor Flor, who can predict the 
day someone will die, decides 
to throw herself a huge party as 
a living wake. 

Silver Nitrate 
by Silvia Moreno-Garcia 

Helping a cult horror director 
shoot the missing scene from 
his magic film that was never 
finished to lift a curse, sound 
editor Montserrat and her 
best friend Tristán start seeing 
strange things and must unravel 
the mystery of this film and 
the obscure occultist who once 
roamed their city. 

The Wind Knows My Name 
by Isabelle Allende 

Traces the ripple effects of 
war and immigration on two 
children--five-year-old Samuel, 
whose mother puts him on 
a Kindertransport train out 
of Nazi-occupied Austria to 
England in 1938, and seven-
year-old Anita, who boards 
another train eight decades 
later to the U.S., where she is 
separated from her mother. 

What Happened to 
Ruthy Ramirez? 
by Claire Jimenéz  

This is a vivid family portrait, 
in all its shattered reality, explor-
ing the familial bonds between 
women and cycles of gener-
ational violence, colonialism, 
race, and silence, replete with 
snark, resentment, tenderness, 
and, of course, love. 

Latine Heritage Month, Sept.15 – Oct. 15, celebrates the contributions to American society and culture of 
Americans with roots in Mexico, Central America, South America, the Spanish-speaking nations of the Caribbean, 
and Spain. Why start a month-long celebration in the middle of the month?  Sept. 15 is a significant date for many 
Latin American countries as it marks the date when five nations, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and 
Nicaragua, celebrate their independence from Spain. In addition, Mexico celebrates their independence on Sept. 16, 
and Chile on Sept. 18.

BOOKS CELEBRATING LATINE HERITAGE MONTH 

Celebrate Latine Heritage Month with the Happy Valley 
Library. From programs for all ages to book displays, the Library 
will be paying tribute to the generations of Hispanic Americans 
who have enriched our nation. Traditionally, Latine Heritage 
Month runs September 15 through October 15, but there are 
so many programs you’ll find celebrations running through 
November 1!  

Celebre el Mes de la Herencia Latine con la Biblioteca de 
Happy Valley. Desde programas para todas las edades hasta 
exhibiciones de libros, la Biblioteca estará rindiendo homenaje 
a las generaciones de hispanoamericanos que han enriquecido a 
nuestra nación. Tradicionalmente, el Mes de la Herencia Latine 
se extiende del 15 de septiembre al 15 de octubre, ¡pero hay 
tantos programas que encontrarás celebraciones hasta el 1 de 
noviembre! 

Latine Heritage Month 

Kids Picture Books 

The Coquíes Still Sing: 
A Story of Home, Hope, 
and Rebuilding 
by Karina Nicole González, illus-
trated by Krystal Quiles 

The power of commu-
nity, hope, and resilience is 
captured in this story of a 
family preparing for Hurricane 
María in Puerto Rico and their 
subsequent role in rebuilding 
their home.  

My Dog Just Speaks 
Spanish 
by Andrea Cáceres 

When Aurora came to the 
United States, she learned to 
speak English. But her spaniel, 
Nena, did not, so Aurora 
translates for her dog as they 
meander through the park.  

Jovita Wore Pants: The 
Story of a Mexican 
Freedom Fighter 
by Aida Salazar, illustrated by Molly 
Mendoza 

Tells the story of a trailblaz-
ing revolutionary who fought 
for freedom, told by her great 
niece, bestselling author Aida 
Salazar.  

A Land of Books: Dreams 
of Young Mexihcah Word 
Painters illustrated and 
written 
by Duncan Tonatiuh  

A Mexihcah girl describes 
the beauty and importance 
of language, culture, and 
tradition to her younger brother 
in this nonfiction titles about 
Mesoamerican storytelling and 
bookmaking.   

Magic: Once upon a 
Faraway Land 
by Mirelle Ortega 

From her family’s pineapple 
farm in Mexico, a young girl 
relates a story of the beauty 
and magic of transformation: 
words to stories, rain and 
dirt to fruit, and threads to 
blankets.  

Plátanos go with Everything 
by Lisette Norman 

Yesenia introduces readers 
to her favorite food, plátanos, 
which go with everything, espe-
cially love, in this ode to the 
star of Dominican cuisine.  

Spanish is the Language of 
my Family/El español es la 
lengua de mi familia 
by Michael Genhart; illustrated by 
Jon Parra 

Based on stories author 
Michael Genhart heard from 
his mother as a child, Spanish 
is the Language of My Family 
is about the joy of sharing cul-
tural heritage with our families, 
inspired by the generations 
of Latino people who were 
punished for speaking Spanish 
and the many ways new gen-
erations are rejuvenating the 
language.   

Where Wonder Grows by 
Xelena González, illustrated 
by Adriana M. Garcia 

A grandmother helps her 
granddaughters discover and 
appreciate the natural ele-
ments of Mother Earth and the 
healing and strength found in 
intergenerational communities 
and families. 

Join the fun, 
learn 
something 
new, and 
celebrate 
Latine 
Heritage 
Month with 
a variety of 
programs 
and 
activities.

Similar to Bingo, Lotería is a fun game of chance where 
beautifully illustrated cards depicting the Mexican 
aesthetic replace bingo balls. Registration is not 
required, but RSVP to get an email reminder and let us 
know you’ll be there!

Iris leads kids and grownups in fun movement and play! 

Celebrate Mid-Autumn with Vietnamese stories, songs, 
and a craft.
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Next time you visit the library, you might notice some changes are hap-
pening! Construction is beginning on the library’s expansion project. While 
measures are being taken to minimize disruption to library services, there 
may be some construction noises and equipment while work takes place. 

Happy Valley’s Library 
Director, Sarah Roller, is 
taking on her new role with 
enthusiasm. She joined the 
team in August just before 
former Director, Doris 
Grolbert, retired after 42 
years of service. Doris very 
much helped shape Happy 
Valley Library to what it 
is today, so with big shoes 
to fill, Sarah truly hit the 
ground running and has 
been eager to immerse her-
self in City life. 

No stranger to the area, 
Sarah is very familiar with 
greater Clackamas County. 
Between living, learning, 
working, and volunteering in 
the community for over 30 
years, Sarah’s connection to 
the community is extensive. 

She actually began her library 
career at the Ledding Library 
in Milwaukie in 2003. There, 
she served as an adult ref-
erence librarian, wrote the 
library newsletter, managed 
the library social media and 
website presence, oversaw the 
Spanish & Russian collection 
development for adult read-
ers, piloted programs such as 
trivia night with the Librarian, 
developed a seed library and 
oversaw the Milwaukie Poetry 
Series. Her experience there led 
her to the Wilsonville Public 
Library, where she served as 
the Library Services Manager 
until coming to Happy Valley. 
While at Wilsonville Public 
Library she oversaw collection 
moves, scheduling, employee 
recruitments, strategic plan 

implementation, established 
another seed library, started 
a library community garden 
plot, and conducted commu-
nity outreach.

Her background prior 
to working in libraries and 
becoming a Librarian includes 
working with at-risk youth in 
AmeriCorps, working as an 
English Language Learners 
Assistant for North Clackamas 
School District, and a Code 
Enforcement Officer in 
Milwaukie. Throughout her 
career, Sarah has always made 
it a priority to get to know her 
fellow team members and resi-
dents from the area.

“Being the Library Director 
of the Happy Valley Library is 
a dream come true”, says Sarah. 
“Early in my career I decided 

that becoming a director was 
the right path for me. To pre-
pare, I have put effort into 
being involved in all levels 
of public libraries, so that I 
could be open to the many 
viewpoints and experiences 
of staff and the community.” 
Sarah adds, “Something that is 
especially exciting is being part 
of making the library expan-
sion a reality. I get to combine 
my love for building and archi-
tecture, and my professional 
passion and work. I feel so 
grateful to have been selected 
as Happy Valley’s next library 
director! Doris and the entire 
Happy Valley team welcomed 
me with so much support that 
I feel confident in my ability to 
continue Doris’ legacy.” 

When Sarah isn’t working, 

you can find her hiking, gar-
dening, working on home 
renovation projects, reading to 
her kids, and hatching travel 
plans. She also loves soccer and 
most of all, spending time with 
her family. 

Most importantly, Sarah 
believes in the power of 

community and freedom to 
learn and grow through public 
library access. She holds a 
Master’s degree in library 
science from Emporia State 
University and a Bachelors of 
Arts degree in International 
Studies from Portland State 
University. 

Your library card gives you access to 
so much more than books! In addition to 
checking out books, movies, magazines, and 
video games, this September take the chal-
lenge to explore all that your library card 
can do. To sweeten the deal, the Library will 
draw twenty winners to receive a library 
tote bag.   

There are two ways to enter the drawing. 
All entries are due by Sept. 30, 2023. 

Don’t have a card? 
Get a library card to enter the drawing. 

Library cards are available to all residents 
of the Clackamas County Library District, 
and Washington, Multnomah, Hood River, 
and Clark (WA) counties. Cards are for 
those ages 5 and up. A person under 13 
must have parental/guardian permission 
to get a library card. Stop by the library 
with your ID and proof of current address.  

Already have a card? 
Try one of the following ideas on the cor-

responding graphic and stop by the library 
to enter the drawing. 

CONSTRUCTION 
UPDATE 

A new chapter begins: City welcomes 
SARAH ROLLER as new Library Director

LIBRARY CARD 
CHALLENGE

Sarah with her family on a recent hike. When she’s not at work, Sarah enjoys 
being active outdoors and spending time with her husband and two children. 

On Aug. 15, the Happy Valley 
Library celebrated the ground-
breaking of a major expansion 
project in the works. At the cer-
emony, Mayor Tom Ellis thanked 
everyone who has helped make 
this effort possible including 
staff, volunteers, elected officials, 
architects, and the contractor. 
Representative Janelle Bynum also 
joined the festivities after playing 
a critical role in securing $2 million 
in funding for the project from the 
State.

Located in the bustling Portland-
Metropolitan region, Happy Valley 
Library is a regional hub for a variety 
of community programming. A well-
loved amenity, the Library makes 
available information and resources 
on everything from mental health, 
diversity, financial wellness, and so 
much more. It serves over 60,000 
people, many of whom are residents 
in unincorporated Clackamas County.

To meet the growing needs of the 
area, the Library’s 7,000 square-foot 

expansion will create additional 
space for the community to gather. 
Improvements will enable the City 
to potentially provide a 300-person 
community room, kitchen, and quiet 
study rooms, creating a welcom-
ing place for all to use, gather, and 

celebrate our unique and shared cul-
tural experiences.

For more information about this 
exciting project, head to www.hap-
pyor.gov/library-expansion or scan 
the corresponding QR code with your 
smartphone.

Library celebrates 
groundbreaking event

COURTESY PHOTO
A rendering of the new space, the library expansion aims to bring additional gathering 
areas for those who utilize the Library.

COURTESY PHOTO
At the Library expansion groundbreaking ceremony, Mayor Tom Ellis, pictured center, acknowledged the major project about to unfold. 
With golden shovels, the group closest to the project ceremoniously moved the first pieces of earth to commemorate the new beginning.
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We’re here for 
every member 
of your family.

WE’RE GROWING! 
New West Linn location 

now open!
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In the world of educa-
tion, few roles hold as 
much significance as that 
of a principal, serving as a 
beacon of leadership and 
inspiration for both students 
and educators. Enter Tricia 
Halonen, an accomplished 
educator from Minnesota 
whose journey has taken her 
from various corners of the 
country, from New York to 
our beloved state of Oregon. 
With just a year under her 
belt as the principal of a 
local school, Halonen’s 
impact has already been 
nothing short of remark-
able. With an unwavering 
understanding of the North 
Clackamas School District 
dynamics and a tapestry 
of teaching experiences, 
her passion for creating a 
welcoming environment 
filled with safe spaces in the 
school’s community is not 
just a duty—it’s a heartfelt 
commitment that fuels her 
every endeavor.

She got her start after 
attending St. Mary’s College in 
Winona, Minnesota, originally 
wanting to pursue a career in 
sports medicine. However, after 
moving to New York and finish-
ing up a program working (kind 
of in Americorp) after complet-
ing her undergrad, she started 
teaching middle school science; 
and that is when she fell in love 
with teaching and never looked 
back. “quote” Halonen stayed 
there for six years until moving 
to Oregon 16 years ago where 
she got a job teaching science at 
a charter school in Beaverton 
for eight years.

During that time, she started 
being more involved with 
STEM (Science Technology 
Engineering, and Math) work. 
“I was doing some of that work 

helping our schools in the dis-
trict and actually some of them 
became STEM schools,” she 
said. “I was helping train new 
science teachers and doing a 
lot of professional development 
supporting them. That evolved 
into doing some coaching and 
writing the next-generation 
science standards doing STEM 
coaching and I fell in love with 
that work.” It was when she 
was in this part of her career 
that she decided that being in 
administration was her next 
phase.

In 2014, after teaching eighth 
grade at HVMS, she went to 
work in a Dean position for 
student management at Raol 
Middle School in the district. 
Following, she got her first 
assistant principal position at 
Rock Creek Middle School 
where she was for four years. 
In 2022, she moved up to lead 
administrator at Happy Valley 
Middle School, where her 
career in the district first began.

Learning the new job was 
a challenge but being back at 
HVMS made it easier. “One 
thing that I knew walking in the 
door was Happy Valley, because 

I had taught there before, felt 
almost like I was going back full 
circle,” she said.

Since beginning, she has 
found such a love for the job, 
that there are too many favor-
ites to just pick one. “It sounds 
silly, but I love lunch duty and 
recess. I love being outside 
with them and seeing them in 
a different space where they 
are more relaxed with their 
friends,” she said. “I feel like 
I get to know them better. I 
also love being in the hallways 
with my team, sitting and being 
around and visible, building 
relationships with students and 
the teachers.”

The school community 
is incredibly important to 
Halonen, and she works very 
hard to build a strong one; it 
is one of her absolute favorite 
things about what she does. “My 
priority is to build a strong com-
munity and let them know that 
we’re all in this together,” she 
said. “We are all very supportive 
of each other; our students, staff 
parents, and families. I don’t feel 
alone in what I do.”

For the middle school age 
group, she believes that they 

deserve to feel part of the com-
munity more than anything, 
which also contributes to their 
academic success. “The more 
they feel heard, important, and 
valued, the more successful 
they’re going to be,” she said. 
“Creating spaces where stu-
dents feel empowered and safe 
was a big focus last year and 
we’re going to keep doing that 
for these kids as well as fami-
lies.” Halonen’s ambition to 
provide students with an envi-
ronment such as that is crucial 
to her success as a principal as 
well.

One thing that Halonen 
loves about being principal at 
HVMS is how all of the school 
community comes together: 
like assemblies and school proj-
ects. “Our leadership class put 
together an organized day of 
service where our entire school 
did service projects for our com-
munity and that was amazing,” 
she said. “I was completely in 
awe of everyone. The teachers, 
community members, and stu-
dents just take the whole day 
to do projects for other people.”

As the leader of Happy Valley 
Middle, her goal is to prepare all 

of the students for high school 
as best as she and her staff can, 
hoping that they leave feeling 
strong, inspired, and confident 
for the future. “I want them to 
feel like they can take on the 
world and be proud that they 

went through Happy Valley 
[Middle School],” she said. “I 
want them to reflect on their 
time knowing that they were 
the best they can be from learn-
ing how to be kind, selfless, and 
empowered human beings.”

Tricia Halonen 
discusses the things 
she loves about 
her job and how 
important the 
community is to her

Returning to Happy Valley Middle School

COURTESY PHOTO
She’s home!: Principal Tricia Halonen proudly smiles in front of a HVMS sign.

COURTESY PHOTO
The Happy Valley Middle School faculty.

Keeping your lawn free of weeds involves many choices—some are 
hazardous to our families, pets, and waterways.
Safest
Annually aerate, de-thatch and over-seed bare spots in spring. This will keep the lawn 
dense and healthy, which keeps out weeds. Use a long-handled weed removal tool for 
easy weed removal. Fertilize only in fall with a slow release fertilizer, if at all.

Next Best
If you choose a weed or insect control product, look for the OMRI label which helps 
identify less hazardous chemicals. Always read and follow the label, as even natural/
organic products can be harmful. Only apply products when multiple dry days are 
forecast. Spot spray only the individual weeds you really can’t live with!

Important Measures You Can Take
Do not apply pesticides, herbicides or fertilizers under windy conditions, or when rain, 
snow or hail is predicted within the next 48 hours.

Consider hiring an ECOBIZ certified landscaper!
See www.ecobiz.org

Clackamas Water Environment Services produces clean water, protects water quality and 
recovers renewable resources. We do this by providing wastewater services, stormwater 
management, and environmental education. It’s our job to protect public health and support 
the vitality of our communities, natural environment, and economy.

Learn more at clackamas.us/wes/education

You Can Help Prevent 
Water Pollution!




