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Pamplin Media Group 
builds stronger
communities through 
excellent local journalism

Happy Valley NEWS

This publication is a partnership 
between Pamplin Media Group 
and the City of Happy Valley.
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By EMMA DAVIS
Pamplin Media Group

Happy Valley Middle School 
is not just a place for academic 
growth, but it’s also a place 
for students to thrive and 
have a place to have fun while 
remaining active. As part of 
this community, Steve Oliver 
is a dedicated HVMS teacher 
and coach who has been a big 
part of the track team since its 
start in 2010. As one of seven 
coaches, the majority of them 
being educators, Oliver’s role 
extends beyond the classroom 
as he meticulously organizes 
events and fosters a support-
ive environment for students 

to flourish.
The team’s accomplishments 

are not all measured in victories 
but in the bonds formed and the 
personal growth experienced by 
each student. With practices five 
days a week and meets against 
other middle schools in the dis-
trict, the track and field program 
serves as a platform for friendship 
and community. During the regu-
lar season, all the NCDS’s middle 
school track teams come together 
to compete in three track meets 
and are scored on a point system. 
At the end of the season, those 
who qualify compete in districts 
meet.

The success of the North 
Clackamas School District’s, 

more specifically Happy Valley 
Middle School’s, track and field 
program is proof of the dedication 
and effort of its coaches and team 
members. The team’s growth, 
which has skyrocketed from 70 
in the first few seasons to close 
to 150 this season, has resulted 
in more coaching staff to ensure 
each student participant gets the 
attention they need. “So many 
kids, which is great, want to get 
involved,” he said. “What’s great 
about track is that everyone can 
participate.”

Oliver, who coaches in long 
jump events, also manages event 
sign-ups and practices, ensuring 
everything runs smoothly for the 
large team. He, along with the 

other coaches, also plays a big 
role in the students’ overall joy 
in the program. For the students 
who participate, the program is 
not only a place to be an athlete, 
but where they can have fun and 
feel supported by their peers and 
teachers.

“The social element is a huge 
part of the track team and then 
kids come to the practices and 
are like ‘I don’t want to do track, 
but it’s fun with friends’”, he said. 
“But then we have kids that get 
super into it and they’re tracking 
their improvements and their 
excited about all of those.”

The coaches also benefit from 

The Happy Valley 
Middle School track 
and field team 
provides fun and 
fitness for students

Fostering Fun, Fitness, and 
Friendship for All Students

City of Happy Valley

On April 30, the library launched a fundraising 
campaign to raise $150,000 for new furnishings and art. 
The event included special tours of the expansion area 
under construction and a presentation by the proj-
ect’s architect which showcased the many amenities 
that will soon come to fruition. The new furnishings 
and curated art will provide the final touches to the 

Community invited to be part 
of the Library’s lasting legacy

Happy Valley Library 
launches fundraising 
campaign for 
expansion project

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
Members from the Rotary Club of Clackamas present Mayor Ellis with a 
$30,000 financial gift on behalf of the Clackamas Rotary Foundation.

PHOTO COURTESY OF STEVE OLIVERThe Happy Valley Middle School track and field team.
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City of Happy Valley 
Parks & Recreation

Hikers traverse 
the beautiful scenic 
Tom McCall Point 
Trail during last 
month’s Field 
Trip Friday event, 
coordinated by 
Happy Valley Parks 
and Recreation. Be 
sure to check out 
our exclusive 2024 
Summer Parks and 
Recreation Guide 
in this issue of HV 
News. It’s your 
ultimate companion 
for fun in the sun 
this season!

16011 SE Happy Valley Town Center Dr., Happy Valley, OR 97086

TERIYAKI

LUNCH SPECIALS 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM

MON-SAT 10:30 AM - 9:00 PM

DINE-IN or TAKE-OUT or CATERING

16011 SE Happy Valley Town Center Dr., Happy Valley, OR 9708616011 SE Happy Valley Town Center Dr., Happy Valley, OR 97086

VALID MONDAY - FRIDAY
VALID ONLY FOR
TERIYAKI PLATE, COMBINATION, 
YAKISOBA, HOUSE SPECIALS
VALID ONLY AT ICHI TERIYAKI NO. 21
(HAPPY VALLEY LOCATION)

Expires 06/30/24

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING A LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS!

• TERIYAKI PLATE • COMBINATION
• YAKISOBA • HOUSE SPECIALS

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING A LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS! RIVERMARK

CREDIT UNION

2023

10%
OPEN HOURS

5 YEARS IN A ROW!

INSIDE: 
Dumpster Day

Saturday, June 8th
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INSIDE: 
Fourth of July
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being a part of the track team. “It’s 
great because the teachers really 
appreciate having the different 
dynamics that they get with their 
athletes than they do with their 
students,” he said. “So, it’s nice to be 
involved that way.”

From sprinters to shot-putters, 
every student finds their place in this 
team, where the emphasis lies not just 
on competition, but on building rela-
tionships and self-confidence. Middle 
school athletics, especially the track 
and field teams, is about welcoming 
everyone, regardless of ability, and 
providing a space where students can 
come together, have fun, and strive 
for their personal best.

“I just want people to know that 
middle school athletics is a place for 
everybody to get involved and the 
emphasis isn’t on competition; It’s on 
community building and kids getting 
active and feeling good about them-
selves,” he said. “It’s welcoming to 
everybody; we’ll come one, come all 
and just have fun and try our best.”

Library 
■ From Page 1

Track 
■ From Page 1

expanded space and create a 
welcoming environment for 
patrons and visitors alike. By 
encouraging the community to 
get involved, the hope is that 
this beloved space will benefit 
from the collective support of 
the many partners and patrons 
that have come to know the 
Library as a valuable commu-
nity resource.

More than a place to borrow 
books and other media, the Happy 
Valley Library is a space where 
everyone can go to learn, connect, 
and grow. It offers a variety of 
programs for people across the 
lifespan and is a hub for such 
gatherings as HOA meetings, edu-
cational workshops, and vibrant 
cultural celebrations.

A vision for the future
The library’s expansion proj-

ect will add over 10,000 square 
feet to the existing building. The 
space will include a 300-person 
community room, several study 
rooms, and a spacious lobby area. 
Once completed, it will be able 
to serve the needs of the growing 
and diverse community of Happy 
Valley and greater Clackamas 
area.

A thank you to our partners

The library is grateful to the fol-
lowing community partners who 
have already made generous con-
tributions to the campaign:
■ Clackamas Rotary 

Foundation ($30,000)
■ Friends of the Library 

($10,000)
■ Bremik Construction 

($10,000)
■ Harper Houf Peterson 

Righellis Inc. ($5,000)
■ Scott Edwards Architecture 

($5,000)
The City of Happy Valley and the 

Happy Valley Library truly appreci-
ate and recognize these partners for 
their leadership and commitment 

to the library’s mission and future.

How to donate
Whether a local business, organi-

zation, or individual, consider being 
part of something bigger. Learn 
more about the project and how to 
donate at www.hvcity/library-giv-
ing. There, you will find additional 
information related to our donor 
recognition wall and how your gift 
will leave a lasting legacy. No gift 
is too small. Every donation counts 
and will be acknowledged.

If you have additional questions 
about this project, please contact 
Happy Valley Library Director, 
Sarah Roller, at 503-886-8461 or 
email sroller@happyvalleyor.gov.

Oregon Military Museum 
hosts Tech & Transport Event

The Oregon Military Museum will 
host an event open to the public June 
15th: Today’s Military Tech & Transport. 
From vehicles to in-field state-of-the-art 
technology, find out what today’s military 
is using to get the job done!

The Oregon Military Museum is 
located at Camp Withycombe, 15300 SE 
Minuteman Way in Happy Valley off of 
highway 224.

Special Needs Putt-Putt Night
Community Pediatric Therapy will 

host a night of inclusive mini golf fun 
for kids and families with special needs 
Tuesday, June 25th at Sah-Hah-Lee Golf 
Course from 5-7 p.m. Cost is $25 per 
golfer. This is a wonderful opportunity for 
kids to connect socially, and practice their 
hand-eye coordination, strength, motor 
planning and so much more! Caregivers 
get a chance to connect with other care-
givers. Light snacks will be provided, and 
Le Torito taco truck will be open if you 
want to purchase dinner. The pro shop will 
be open as well. This is a neuroaffirming 
event, so there will be other fun games to 
play too!

To reserve your spot, visit www.
communitypediatrictherapy.com or call 
503-298-6706.

Spring Water Conservation Tips from 
Clackamas River Water Providers

1. We’re more likely to notice leaky 
faucets indoors, but don’t forget to check 
outdoor faucets, pipes, and hoses for leaks.

2. Add a layer of mulch to garden beds 
to provide nutrients and water hold 
capabilities.

3. Before turning your irrigation system 
on check it for leaks and broken spray 
heads caused by freezing temperatures.

4. Use a broom or blower instead of a 
hose to clean your driveway and sidewalks.

5. Use a hose nozzle and turn off the 
water while washing your car.

6. Use a commercial car wash that recy-
cles the water.

Level Up Your Lawn
Want some lawn care tips based on your 

lawn care habits today?
Clackamas River Water Providers is 

excited to introduce you to ‘Level Up Your
Lawn’, a campaign created by our 

friends at the Clean Rivers Coalition 
to connect people to greener lawn care 
practices!

Level Up Your Lawn is a short quiz 
designed to provide you with the perfect 
lawn care plan for you and your yard, 
and it’s safe for kids, pets, and our local 
waterways.

Are you lawn-chalant or a weed war-
rior? Find out here: www.leveluplawn.org

NEWS BRIEFS

We can all take small steps toward water 
conservation

Visit www.leveluplawn.org for help creating a 
water-wise lawn-care plan.

The Oregon Military Museum will host a free event 
open to the public June 15th

HVMS track team competing in a sprint event.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF STEVE OLIVERHVMS track runners participating in a meet.

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
Mayor Tom Ellis accepts a $10,000 donation from the Friends of the Library.

Save more for your

NEW POPULAR

The NEW Intelligent High-Yield Bundle

Exclusively at iQ Credit Union

adventure 
of a lifetime

Insured by NCUA

*APY= Annual Percentage Yield. Intelligent Savings: Qualifying 3.50% APY accurate as of 02/01/2024. To earn the qualified Intelligent Savings Rate, you 
must have an Intelligent Checking Account and meet all monthly qualifiers. If account requirements are not met, the non-qualifying rate will be 0.05% APY. 
Existing savings accounts cannot be converted to an Intelligent Savings—a new account must be opened. Intelligent Checking: Qualifying 5.50% APY 
is accurate as of 01/09/2024 (up to $25,000; amounts over $25,000 earn 0.25% APY). To earn the qualifying rate, your Intelligent Checking must meet 
the following monthly requirements: twelve (12) debit or credit card transactions, direct deposit of at least $100 per month, log into online banking at least 
once per month, and receive e-statements. If account requirements are not met, the non-qualifying rate will be 0.05% APY. New accounts will receive the 
qualifying dividend rate for the first statement cycle. All requirements must be met with transactions posted and cleared by the close of the business day 
before the last day of the month. ATM transactions do not count toward the 12 debit card transactions.  Bundle: Dividend paid on the last day of the month 
in which it is earned. Qualifiers must be on the Intelligent Checking account that is within the same membership as the Intelligent Savings account. There 
is no monthly fee for these accounts. Only one Intelligent Bundle per membership. All rates are subject to change.

Scan the QR code, or visit   
iQcu.com/intelligent-savings
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City of Happy Valley

In the days leading up to 
the Fourth of July holiday, 
as well as several days after, 
a dedicated task force made 
up of Happy Valley Deputies 
and Community Service 
Officers increase patrols 
aimed at curbing illegal fire-
works use.

Fireworks can be fun, but 
they can also cause harm to 
people and property if they 
are not handled carefully. 
Wildfires, which have been a 
major point of concern in the 
Pacific Northwest these past 
few years, can easily be started 
with one spark or smoldering 
shell. Fireworks are also dis-
ruptive because of their noise, 
inducing stress for people, 
pets, and natural wildlife. This 
is further intensified for those 
struggling with mental health 
and physical conditions that 
cause sensitivity to sound.

Happy Valley adopted its 
zero-tolerance policy for ille-
gal fireworks over a decade ago. 
A firm $1,000 citation will be 
issued on the spot if someone 
is found to be using illegal 
fireworks within City limits. 
If you observe someone in the 
City to be actively using illegal 
fireworks, please report it. For 
the reasons noted above, the 
potential for physical injury 
or property damage is just too 
great. Again, for some indi-
viduals such as war veterans, 
young children, and pets, illegal 
fireworks are extremely fright-
ening. For property owners, the 
damage that follows as result 
of a house fire can be finan-
cially devastating, so please, 
be respectful of each other and 
our City.

How to report illegal 
fireworks use

If you observe someone in the 
City to be lighting illegal fire-
works and you either don’t feel 
comfortable approaching the 
individual or you have already 
tried and the person contin-
ues, please report it by calling 
the non-emergency police line 
at 503-655-8211. PLEASE 
ONLY USE 9-1-1 if you are 
facing an ongoing emergency 
that endangers life or is caus-
ing active harm to your personal 
property. Using 9-1-1 because 
of distant fireworks, in an 
unknown place, occupies these 
vital lines and could slow down 
emergency assistance to others 
who need it. You can learn more 
about fireworks safety and 
reporting options online at 
www.hv.city/fireworks.

How do I know if the fireworks 
I’m using are legal?

Any fireworks you light must 
be purchased from Oregon per-
mitted retailers and stands. This 
means if you have purchased 
your fireworks from another 
state or from a vendor that 
has not been approved by the 
Oregon State Fire Marshal’s 
office, those fireworks are, in 
fact, illegal. Fireworks that fly in 
the air, explode, or behave in an 
uncontrolled and unpredictable 

manner are not allowed for use 
in Oregon. Oregon vendors that 
have been approved to sell fire-
works won’t even have these in 
their inventory.

Illegal Fireworks Turn In Event
Once again, the City is partner-

ing with the Happy Valley Police 
Department and Clackamas 
County Sheriff’s Office to help 
get illegal fireworks off the streets. 
Please consider getting rid of any 
illegal fireworks at this no ques-
tions asked event happening June 
25, 26, and 27 and July 2 and 3 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Simply head 
to the HV Police Department 
located at 12915 S.E. King Rd. 
to turn in your items.

Will there be fireworks at the 
4th of July Family Festival?

At the time of print, the 
City’s traditional fireworks dis-
play is on track to proceed. This 
could change, however, in the 
event Clackamas Fire District 
were to declare an Extreme 
Fire Risk and prohibit their 
use. Should this occur, the City 
will comply with any restric-
tions and notify the community 
via the City website and social 
media. It should also be noted 
that if Extreme Fire Risk is des-
ignated, all fireworks, including 
those for personal use, will be 
prohibited.

Prioritizing public 
safety, the City 
enforces a $1,000 
fine for using 
illegal fireworks

Fireworks Task Force 
prepares for the holiday

Per Oregon 
law, any 

fireworks 
used in Happy 

Valley must 
be purchased 

from an 
Oregon 

permitted 
sales 

location.

CITY OF 
HAPPY VALLEY

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
Is it worth it? Consider the cost of a $1,000 citation. If you are found to be 
in violation, it is an automatic fine. If someone in your neighborhood is 
setting off illegal fireworks, please call to report it. You could help prevent 
injury and or property damage.

City of Happy Valley

On May 3, the Happy Valley Police 
Department participated in Happy 
Valley Elementary School’s biannual 
Walk & Roll event which serves to 
remind students, teachers, and fami-
lies, the importance of road safety. 

Whether walking, biking, driving, or 
bussing it to class, being cautious and 
focused on the task at hand is key to get-
ting there safely. Thank you to Happy 
Valley Elementary PTO for inviting the 
HVPD to participate in such an import-
ant effort.

Encouraging safe travel to 
school and beyond

Happy Valley Police join Walk & Roll 
event to promote road safety

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
Deputy Matthew Bigoni and HVPD Community Service Officer 
Kimberly Peterson pose for a quick photo with a student.

City of Happy Valley

Dedicated police ser-
vices in Happy Valley are 
provided to residents via a 
partnership between the City 
and the Clackamas County 
Sheriff’s Office (CCSO). As 
a result of this partnership, 
Happy Valley deputies have 
access to an additional set 
of services that can further 
support them in their work.

One invaluable resource 
provided through this part-
nership is the Clackamas 
County Behavioral Health 
Unit. Comprising licensed cli-
nicians trained to respond to 
mental health crises, this unit 
plays a pivotal role in deesca-
lating situations and assessing 
individuals’ mental health 
needs. By accompanying dep-
uties on-scene, clinicians can 
conduct thorough risk assess-
ments, reducing the likelihood 
of unnecessary emergency room 
visits and incarcerations. This 
proactive approach not only 
preserves law enforcement 
resources but also fosters a more 
compassionate and trauma-in-
formed response to community 
members in distress.

Deputies can also utilize the 
Criminal Reconstruction and 
Forensic Technicians Team. 
This team examines and ana-
lyzes roadways following a 
vehicle accident and can recon-
struct crime scenes with some 
of the latest and most advanced 
technology available. Between 
speed analysis, vehicle dynam-
ics, crash-scene mapping, and 
using computer-aided drawing 
programs, deputies can obtain 
the vital information needed to 
identify individuals accountable 

for a collision.
In addition to these resources 

described, the Happy Valley 
Police Department is equipped 
with a variety of additional sup-
port systems to help in a wide 
range of situations.

This includes access to the 
following:
■ Drug Enforcement Task Force
■ Aviation Unit
■ S.W.A.T. Team
■ Property Crimes Unit
■ Homicide & Violent Crimes Unit
■ Adult Sex Crimes Unit
■ Child Abuse Team
■ Domestic Violence Enhanced 
Response Team
■ Forensic Imaging Unit
■ Computer Forensics Unit
■ K9 Unit
■ Traffic Unit
■ Explosive Disposal Unit
■ Hostage/Crisis Negotiation Unit
■ Crisis Intervention Team

■ US Marshals Task Force
■ Livestock/Animal Crimes Unit
■ Search & Rescue

These programs represent just 
some of what the Happy Valley 
Police Department can access to 
support law enforcement efforts.

In Happy Valley, police ser-
vices are funded entirely by 
a Public Safety Levy, which 
is voted on by Happy Valley 
residents every five years. In 
addition to being able to tap 
into experienced units and spe-
cialized teams when needed, this 
funding also covers the City’s 
dedicated 24/7 police patrols, 
crime prevention efforts, pro-
active traffic enforcement, and 
the ability to respond quickly to 
emergencies. Funding remains 
critical for maintaining these 
services. The next Public 
Safety levy renewal will be in 
November 2024.

Through a partnership with the Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office, 
Happy Valley Police can access specialized units to support investigative efforts

HV Police utilize specialized teams for 
enhanced operational effectiveness

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
The City’s partnership with the Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office offers 
dedicated around-the-clock police patrols and specialized law enforcement 
units that can assist with investigations. At National Night Out, residents can 
learn more and even interact with unit representatives. Here, a member of the 
K9 Unit talks to a resident.
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City of Happy Valley

With graduates representing 
several local high schools and a 
variety of colleges and univer-
sities, it is certainly a time to 
celebrate!

We want to take a moment to 
acknowledge and congratulate 
the many students in our com-
munity who are graduating this 
year. Whatever path you choose 
to follow next, be it college, the 
military, or the job market, we are 
rooting for your continued success. 
You are valuable members of this 
community, and you have contrib-
uted to its growth and diversity. 
You are an essential part of this 

community, and you have enriched 
it with your talents and perspec-
tives. No matter where life takes 
you, remember that Happy Valley 
is always your home. Whether you 
visit us occasionally, or you come 
back to start a new family, Happy 
Valley welcomes you.

Graduation truly is one of life’s 
most memorable milestones. It is 
the culmination of the millions of 
moments up to this point that have 
helped shape you, and your hard 
work and determination is to be 
commended.

Together, we wish you our 
congratulations and best wishes. 
Here’s to a new chapter that is just 
beginning.

CHEERS to the class of 2024

TOM 
ELLIS
Mayor
503-783-3800

JOSHUA 
CALLAHAN
Councilor
503-783-3800

DAVID 
GOLOBAY
Councilor
503-807-2979

BRETT 
SHERMAN
Councilor
503-783-3800

DAVID 
EMAMI
Council 
President
503-783-3800

HAPPY VALLEY 
CITY COUNCIL 

Council Meetings are held 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the 
month at 7 p.m. at City Hall

16000 SE Misty Drive 
Happy Valley, OR 97086

(503) 783-3800
www.happyvalleyor.gov

Preserving and 
enhancing the 

safety, livability 
and character of 
our community.

COUNCIL CORNER

City of Happy Valley

The Happy Valley Library 
Board plays an important 
role in establishing policy, 
guiding and reviewing 
programs, and determin-
ing its strategic direction. 
It represents the library’s 
entire service population, 
which includes Happy 
Valley, Damascus, and the 
unincorporated Clackamas/
Sunnyside areas.

Board members collabora-
tively guide the operations of 
the library, working alongside 
the librarians and staff respon-
sible for its daily management, 
program coordination, and 
future planning.

Members of the Board also 
serve in an advisory capac-
ity to City Council to help 
ensure that the library offers 

high-quality services and act as 
a link between the library and 
the wider community.

Library Board Members:
■ Al Matecko, Chair
■ Jennifer Ellis
■ Jerry Dukleth
■ Ray Kato
■ Alan King
■ Sarah Roller – City Liaison
■ Joshua Callahan - Council 
Liaison

Thank you to the Library 
Board for serving our commu-
nity and helping ensure these 
services are a top priority.

If you are interested in shar-
ing your time and talents with 
the City, please visit the Boards 
and Commissions page of Happy 
Valley’s website at www.hv.city/
city-committees and com-
plete a Public Involvement 
Application.

Learn more about the Library 
Board and its important work

Meet your Happy Valley Library Board

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY 
From left to right: Happy Valley Library Director Sarah Roller, Alan King, Ray Kato, Jennifer Ellis, Board Chair Al Matecko, 
Jerry Dukleth, Councilor Joshua Callahan

Congratulations to everyone celebrating graduation.
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE

Just this last month, we 
had our annual Budget 
Committee meeting to 
discuss how city tax dollars 
and other revenues are spent. 
Like many cities, the Happy 
Valley Municipal Code fol-
lows Oregon State Law by 
requiring an annual budget 

to be balanced 
and adopted 
by the City 
Council no 
later than the 
end of June. 
Getting to this 
point involves 
a review of 
prior trends, 
projections for 
the future, and 
analysis. 

Most impor-
tantly, it involves input and 
approval from the Budget 
Committee which includes 
five local residents and the 
City Council members.

I’m pleased to report that 
with careful spending and 
strategic budgeting, the City 

maintains a positive outlook. 
The budget we adopted 
allows us to continue funding 
the basic services that you 
have come to expect such as 

street sweeping, road main-
tenance, park beautification, 
code enforcement, police ser-
vices, growth management, 
business support, library and 

recreation programing, and 
community events.

In addition, the City has 
prioritized funding to keep 
the ball rolling on key capital 

investments, including:
■ Purchasing land for 

parks
■ Designing improve-

ments to 172nd Avenue
■ Completing the 

Superblock project
■ Designing a new 

Community Center
■ Designing a new Public 

Works facility
Getting to this point takes 

a lot of work. From financial 
forecasts, detailed analysis, 
and input from a resident-led 
Budget Committee. Thank 
you to the Budget Commit-
tee, my fellow City Council 
members, and our dedicated 
staff for ensuring we spend 
local resources wisely and in 
a manner that advances our 
community priorities.

2024 Resident Budget 
Committee Members:
■ Mark Aasland
■ Asher Chen
■ Geri Naumcheff
■ Sheila Ritz
■ Glenn Wachter

Tom Ellis

MAYOR 
OF HAPPY 

VALLEY

Design 
Molly Filler
mfiller@
PamplinMedia.com

Advertising 
Assistant
Bren Swogger
bswogger@
pamplinmedia.com

Publisher  
Aaron Breniman
abreniman@
pamplinmedia.com
971-204-7789

Community Writer
Emma Davis
edavis@
pamplinmedia.com

Designers
Tiffany O’Dell, Megan Smith

Creative Services:
Chris Fowler (Manager), 
Dwayne Stowell

City writer 
Stephanie 
Warneke
SWarneke@
happyvalleyor.gov

HAPPY VALLEY NEWS STAFF

Publisher’s Note: Have an idea 
for a story? We are always on the 
search for new people, places, and 
things to write about. If you have 
an idea for an uplifting story that 
would benefit the community, then 
we want to hear from you! 

To submit your idea, please 
head to hvn@pamplinmedia.
com and include as many details 
as possible, so our publication 
team can review your proposal. 
Our best stories highlight the 
spirit and values of the Happy 
Valley community and showcase 
meaningful happenings in the lives 
of residents and local businesses. 
We invite you to include anecdotes 
in your story proposal that are 
funny, astonishing, heartwarming, 
and inspiring. If we think your story 
idea is a good fit, our community 
writer will get in contact with you to 
discuss the possibility of it being 
featured in an upcoming issue. 

This publication is a 
partnership between 
Pamplin Media Group and 
the City of Happy Valley.

hvn@pamplinmedia.com

City of Happy Valley

On May 14, City Hall welcomed the tal-
ented students from Rock Creek Middle 
School’s choirs for a special performance. 
It was not only a fantastic opportunity 
for the students to showcase their skills, 
but also a chance for City staff to connect 
with a local school and support the stu-
dents’ efforts. Even Mayor Ellis stopped 
by to listen to the set.

We’d very much like to thank Rock Creek 
Middle School Choir Director, Sarah Strobel, 
for reaching out to us to coordinate this visit. 
Here at the City, we believe in the impor-
tance of fostering relationships with our area 
schools and teachers and encouraging the tal-
ents of our community’s youth.

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
Choir students from Rock Creek Middle School post for a photo following their performance. Can you spot Mayor Ellis is the back?

Harmonies and high notes
Rock Creek Middle School 
choirs visit City Hall

A closer look at the City’s 
budget and financial forecastBudget season

In May, City Leadership and the Budget Committee engaged in a strategic meeting to discuss the upcoming financial 
forecast and plan for fiscal responsibility.

READY FOR THE SUMMER HEAT?

    SunGlowInc       @SunGlowInc  www.SunGlowInc.com    SunGlowInc       @SunGlowInc  

Keeping your home comfortable since 1972
503-253-7789 SCAN FOR EASY 

SCHEDULING

All Inclusive Venue

503-760-6044 | 16211 SE Foster Rd, Portland, OR 97236

•  Weddings
•  Anniversaries
•  Quinceanera
•  Holiday & Retirement
•  Corporate Events
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■ main story

City of Happy Valley
At the time of print, the 

following events were scheduled. 
Please check www.happyvalleyor.
gov to confirm timing of events 
and instructions on how to 
participate virtually. You can also 
opt in to receive notifications 
about upcoming meetings by 
visiting www.hv.city/notifications.

June 8
■ Dumpster Day: 8 a.m.-noon 
at Happy Valley Park. 
See page 8 for details.

June 11
■ Planning Commission 
Meeting: City Hall, 7 p.m.

June 13
■ Traffic and Public 
Safety Committee Meeting:
City Hall, 6 p.m.

June 18
■ City Council Work Session:
City Hall, 6 p.m
■ City Council Meeting:
City Hall, 7 p.m

June 25, 26, 27
July 2, 3
■ Illegal fireworks turn in 
event: Happy Valley Police 
Department, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
See page 3 for details.

June 26
■ Happy Valley Business 
Alliance: City Hall, 
7:30 a.m.-9 a.m.

July 1
■ Parks Advisory Committee 
Meeting: City Hall, 6 p.m.

July 4
■ 4th of July Family Festival:
1 p.m.-dark, Happy Valley Park, 
See page 11 for details.
■ City Hall and Happy Valley 
Library CLOSED

July 11
■ Concerts in the Valley – 
Rodeo Rose: Happy Valley 
Park, 6:30 p.m. See page 18 
for details.

Scan QR code 
to sign up for 
notifications

Clackamas Fire District #1

According to the Oregon 
Office of State Fire Marshal, 
you can practice the four 
BE’s of safe fireworks use to 
protect you and your family 
from fireworks-related fires 
and injuries.

BE Prepared:
■ Store fireworks out of chil-

dren’s reach.
■ Always read and follow 

label directions.
■ Place pets indoors; they’re 

easily frightened by fireworks.
■ Always have water handy 

(a garden hose or bucket of 
water).

BE Safe:
■ An adult should always 

light fireworks.
■ Keep matches and lighters 

away from children.
■ Only use fireworks 

outdoors.
■ Only light one firework at 

a time and quickly move away.
■ Keep children and pets 

away from fireworks.

■ Remember, do not throw 
fireworks or hold them.

BE Responsible:
■ Soak used fireworks thor-

oughly in a bucket of water.
■ Dispose of used fireworks 

and debris properly.

■ Never re-light “dud” 
fireworks.

BE Aware:
■ Use only legal fireworks 

and in legal places.
■ Fireworks are prohibited 

in all public areas. This includes 
city parks, beaches, state parks, 
and state and federal forest lands.

For more information on 
fireworks safety, please contact 
our Fire Marshal’s Office at 
503.742.2660.

Firework safety on 
the 4th of July

Don’t fool with fireworks

CLACKAMAS FIRE DISTRICT #1
Fireworks are dangerous. Always plan accordingly and handle with caution.

City of Happy Valley

Headed on an extended 
vacation and worried about 
the safety of your home? 

To help ease those wor-
ries, you may request a 
vacation check at your 
residence by submitting a 
Residential Vacation Check 
Form online. If approved, 
Happy Valley’s Community 
Service Officers will patrol, 
when available, the perimeter 
of your residence to investi-
gate if there have been any 
signs of a crime or entry. 

They will check to ensure 
doors and windows are closed 
and locked, and that there are 
no visible signs of access.  

In the event of an emer-
gency or issue at the home, 
you (or a local emergency 
contact as indicated on the 
form) would be contacted 
regarding the nature of the 
issue. Head to www.hv.city/

vacation-check or scan the 
QR code to learn more.

Pro tips before heading out on 
any extended vacation

1. Temporarily suspend 
your mail, paper, and any 
automatic deliveries.

2. Let a trusted neighbor 
know where you will be, how 
long you’ll be gone, and how 

to contact you in case of an 
emergency.

4. Leave a light on and pro-
gram a radio or television on 
a timer to make it look like 
someone is home.

5. Lock your doors and 
windows.

6. Ask a neighbor to put 
away any trash receptacles, 
so they aren’t left at the curb.

Community Service 
Officers contribute 
to the safety of our 
neighborhoods.

Vacation checks offer 
residents peace of mind

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
Keep worries at bay while you’re on vacation. Complete an application online 
to request a Community Service Officer check on the safety of your property.

City of Happy Valley

The City of Happy Valley would like to recognize our 
community’s veterans and active military. To do this, 
Happy Valley News aims to share the story of people in 
our community who have served or are currently serving 
in one of our country’s armed forces each month. Stories 
might focus on your military experience, what you’ve 
learned from your travels, or anything interesting or 
inspiring.

The City is encouraging you to reach out to us directly 
if interested and we additionally welcome nomina-
tions from family and friends. Please contact the City’s 
Communication Specialist, Stephanie Warneke, at 
swarneke@happyvalleyor.gov or our Community Writer, 
Emma Davis at hvn@pamplinmedia.com.

Highlighting 
our Heroes

The service and sacrifice our military community members make is 
important. With the support of Mayor Tom Ellis and City Council, the City of 
Happy Valley would like to share the stories of those who have served or are 
actively serving. Please contact us so we can highlight our local heroes.

What's Happening in your neighborhood?

This Month’s
featured neighborhood: 

Address  Sq Ft  Beds Baths Status List Date List Price Sold Price

503-765-6693

Victoria Wriglesworth, Broker
503-765-6693

victoria@nwhomesbyvictoria.com
• Harcourts Top Producer for 2018, 2019, 2021, 2023

• PMAR Diamond Platinum Member 2017-2023

•  Victoria has been recognized within Harcourts 
Real Estate Network Group receiving the Top 
Ten sales award seven years in a row; 2017-2023

• RMLS, NWMLS, COAR Listing Services

• OAR, NAR, PMAR 

• Licensed in Oregon #201213293

• Licensed in Washington #129568

CALL ME FOR RECENT SALES IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD!

Altamont
9187 SE Highgate Dr. 4031 3 2.1 ACT 5/6/24 $1,032,000 -

11064 SE Scotts Summit Ct. 4689 4 3.1 ACT 5/2/24 $1,350,000 -

10235 SE Brookmore Ct. 4654 4 3.1 ACT 3/27/24 $1,395,000 -

10065 SE Bristol Loop 1354 2 2 SOLD 10/6/23 $424,700 $429,700 

9365 SE Scott Park Cir. 2400 3 2.1 SOLD 11/22/23 $624,900 $619,900 

9387 SE Hunters Bluff Ave. 2958 4 2.1 SOLD 2/1/24 $808,000 $808,000 

By SHELLEY McFARLAND

When Richard and Camille Tay-

lor were looking for a new dog as a 

family pet, they were having a dif-

ficult time choosing but knew they 

wanted a different breed than what 

each had had in the past. 

“We went on a quest to find a 

dog and were in Mendocino (Cali-

fornia) when we saw a wonderful 

dog in a store and fell in love with 

it. It was a soft-coated Wheaten 

terrier and we started looking, but 

it was a few years before we went 

online to research,” Camille Taylor 

said.
“It was the late ’90s, and we 

learned we had to go to dog shows 

because no breeder would sell a 

Wheaten unless they knew the 

buyer,” she said. “There’s a vetting 

process. Some breeders will even 

come look at your home. 

“We went to a dog show in 

Woodland, and we saw a Wheaten 

and met the owners who intro-

duced us to other Wheaten own-

ers. Every other weekend we were 

going to dog shows, and we found a 

breeder to sell us a puppy, which 

took another year.” 

The Taylors, both former educa-

tors, were told they would have to 

buy a show puppy and they were 

required to show the dog. They 

didn’t intend to enter the show dog 

world. Their intent was to find a 

family dog, but they had made 

friends in the dog show arena and 

decided to try it. 

Bronx Ya Talkin’ to Me, was 

picked up in Philadelphia by the 

Taylors. Later, they also acquired 

Bronx’s daughter, Brooklyn. Bronx 

entered his first show at 7 months 

old and won his age group, then 

won best in breed and finally beat 

his father, all as a pup. The Taylors 

were surprised and pleased Bronx 

had shown so well.

Dog show competitions have 

multiple rounds: age group in 

breed, breed, group (working, toy, 

herding, sporting, hound, non-

sporting and terrier) and best in 

show. The dogs advance as they 

win, ultimately entering Best in 

Show where dogs of all ages, 

breeds and groups compete 

against one another. 

Like most show dog owners, the 

Taylors use a dog handler to show 

the dog. Amy Rutherford will 

By SHELLEY McFARLAND

T
he holidays remind us to be thankful 

and to give to those less fortunate, espe-

cially during the pandemic. Local chari-

ties make a direct impact on the com-

munity and fill the gaps for struggling families. 

Here are local nonprofit philanthropic organiza-

tions and their needs: 

Holiday 
market 
at CHS 
Dec 18

See Page 6
Seeds of 

Peace
See Page 4
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See DOGS / Page 7
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The Happy Valley community gathers for the official lighting of the City Tree. Consider joining us at this year’s Tree Lighting Ceremony on Sunday, Dec. 5 from 4 p.m.-6 p.m. 

Dogs owned by Happy 

Valley’s Richard and 

Camille Taylor make 

mark in show world

Help 
support 

struggling 

members 

of community 

this holiday 

season

Wheaten 

greetin’

INSIDE

There are plenty of opportunities 
to enjoy Happy Valley’s Parks and
Recreation programs this winter.

*All Parks and Recreation classes, camps, and special events are subject to space availability. Most programs require a minimum number of

participants to proceed. If the minimum enrollment requirement is not met, the class or activity may be canceled. In this case, a refund will

be provided, or credit will be given toward another program.

*Classes and events re�ected in this schedule were con�rmed at time of print. Please note that circumstances could change based on

health and safety restrictions. Should this occur, Parks and Recreation staff will notify registered participants of any scheduling changes or

cancelation. The City will also post updates on its website and Facebook pages should a Community Event be postponed or canceled. 

• Weekly Art Enrichment Program
Dec. 4 – Dec. 18,
9:00a.m.-11:00a.m.
Saturday • Ages 4-8
$25/ 2-hour session
Kids aged 4-8yrs can be
dropped off at the studio 
on Saturday between 
the hours of 9:00am and 
11:00am for some fun
structured crafts and art
play! We’ll have several 
projects for them to create 
plus coloring, games, stories, sensory play, and more! Give them 
some time to socialize and play while you take some time for
yourself! Your kiddos will learn important skills such as following 
directions, working together, thinking outside the box, and 
being creative. Plus, this is a great way for them to build self-
con� dence and �ne motor skills!

•  Create and Learn Series – Paper Quilling Ornaments
Dec. 17, 6:00p.m.-7:30p.m.
Friday • Ages 16+
$20/ 1.5-hour session
Open to ages 16+. Join us for a 
night of learning and creating! 
In this session, we are going 
to show you how to do paper 
quilling! Our artist will show 
you how to create one-of-a-kind unique ornaments with easy-
to-understand instruction. Your registration includes 8 cards +
instruction and practice sheets! Wine, beer, hard cider, and lots 
of non-alcoholic beverages are available for purchase. Bring a 
friend and make an evening out of it!

•  Create and Learn Series – DIY Calendar
Jan. 7, 6:00p.m.-7:30p.m.
Friday • Ages 16+
$25/ 1.5-hour session
Open to ages 16+. Join us for a
night of learning and creating! 
In this session, we are going to 
show you how to create your 
very own 2022 calendar! Each 
registration includes a 14 month, 12x12” calendar and lots of 
paper supplies to create a beautiful calendar you’ll want to look 
at all year long! Wine, beer, hard cider, and lots of non-alcoholic 
beverages are available for purchase. Bring a friend and make an 
evening out of it!

Venvino Art Studios
All art classes will be held at Venvino Art Studios
located at 13329 SE Misty Drive.

•  Create and Learn Series – Paper Flowers
Feb. 4, 6:00p.m.-7:30p.m.
Friday • Ages 16+
$25/ 1.5-hour session
Open to ages 16+. Join us for a 
night of learning and creating! 
In this session you will learn
to create paper � owers! We’ll 
show you a couple of different
styles. Each registration comes with one large � ower and two
smaller � owers. Wine, beer, hard cider, and lots of non-alcoholic 
beverages are available for purchase. Bring a friend and make an 
evening out of it!

•  3D Game Design: Kodu Kart Racing 
Feb. 02 – Mar. 09, 3:30p.m.-5:00p.m.
Wednesday
Ages 7-12 • $189
Race to the � nish and create your own
racing game in Microsoft’s Kodu gaming 
environment. From terrain design to 
enemy selection, students are placed 
at the wheel and given full control to 
design their own video game while
exploring the foundations of coding. Kick your creativity in gear 
with Kodu Kart Racing! Students need to have basic knowledge 
of using a laptop, such as using a keyboard and mouse.

Whether it is sports and �tness, exploring your 
creative side, attending a community event, or
getting outdoors with a guided trip, there are 
lots of ways to enjoy the magic of the season. 

Engineering for Kids Afterschool Program
Classes held indoors at Happy
Valley Annex – 12915 SE King Rd. 

Last Chance
FREE leaf 
drop event

Parks and Recreation is holding its � nal 
leaf drop of the season. Residents will get a 
chance to dispose of seasonal yard debris (leaves, woody debris 

and grass clippings) at the Public Works building for FREE. 

The Public Works building is located at 13910 SE Ridgecrest Road,

adjacent to Happy Valley Park. Residents are responsible for 

unloading and de-bagging their drop-off materials on-site.

This is a residential service only which means no commercial landscaping 
or contractor loads will be accepted. 

*Remember to bring proof of residency with you to the event.

Saturday, Dec. 4 • 10am to 3pm

December 2021 – February 2022 Parks and Recreation 
Programming To register for one of these featured programs, 
be sure to check out www.happyvalleyor.gov/services/parks

Food pantries are in need of non-perishable foods this holiday season. 

Camille and Richard Taylor, seen with Hattie and Tripper unexpectedly entered 

the world of show dogs when they fell in love with the Wheaten breed and 

sought one for a family pet. 

TREE LIGHTING 

CEREMONY

Sunday, Dec. 5

4 p.m.–6 p.m.

Happy Valley City Hall

16000 SE Misty Drive

*Event will take place 

in the main parking lot – 

please dress for 

the weather!

— See TREE / Page 2 for more details

Tis’ the season for some 

much needed cheer

WAYS TO

See GIVE / Page 2

16011 SE Happy Valley Town Center Dr., Happy Valley, OR 97086

TERIYAKI

LUNCH SPECIALS 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM
MON-SAT 10:30 AM - 9:00 PM

SUNDAY 2:00 PM - 8:00 PM

DINE-IN or TAKE-OUT or CATERING VALID MONDAY - FRIDAY

VALID ONLY FOR

TERIYAKI,

COMBINATION, 

YAKISOBA,

HOUSE SPECIALS

VALID ONLY AT ICHI 

TERIYAKI NO. 21

(HAPPY VALLEY LOCATION)

Expires 12/31/21

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 

A LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS!

• TERIYAKI • COMBINATION

• YAKISOBA • HOUSE SPECIALS

RIVERMARK

CREDIT UNION
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Local girl Lily Bacon 
� nds way to help other 

children with cancer 
See Page 13

By SHELLEY McFARLAND
When she grew up in Eu-

gene, Sonia Andrus’s parents 
owned retail delis, so it wasn’t 
a surprise when she opened 
her own eatery in 1980 in Glad-
stone called Napoleon’s Deli. 

“One day, a driver from a lo-
cal catering truck stopped by 
and asked if I could make 
sandwiches for her. I made 
five of each of our top sellers 
and she came back the next 
day and asked for more,” An-
drus said. “Everyone she sold 
to loved my sandwiches. They 
were my mother’s creations, 
and the Napoleon was a favor-
ite.”

From there, Andrus would 
sell to other caterers and word 
was out that Andrus’s sand-
wiches were delicious. Busi-
ness started to explode with 

Andrus driving her car packed 
with sandwiches to Swan Is-
land for delivery at 4 a.m. to 
catering trucks stopping by to 
pick up their orders. 

“I was suppling 53 catering 
truck routes and had to buy a 
truck because my station wag-
on wasn’t cutting it,” she 
laughed. “We called that truck 

‘Sherman’ because it drove 
like a tank, and it had a refrig-
eration unit in it. By 1985 I had 
two babies at home and had to 
decide whether to continue 
with catering, retail or whole-
sale.”

Andrus decided on whole-

sale calling it A G Specialty 
Foods Inc., but admits she still 
misses catering. She moved 
into a 1,200-square-foot build-
ing on McLoughlin and be-

A G Specialty Foods Inc. produces fresh grab-and-go foods for businesses

Hungry much? A G Specialty Foods Inc.
15025 S.E. 172nd Ave. Happy Valley, OR 97015503-305-6100

The food business provides fast, fresh meals to various 
distributors who in turn supply to schools,  prisons, 

government agencies, and businesses.
PHOTOS BY: SHELLEY 

MCFARLAND 

“They deserve it, it’s the right thing to do, taking care of our employees. We reward attendance and longevity working for us.” – President/Owner A G Specialty Foods Inc. Sonia Andrus Remarkably, A G Specialty Foods Inc. plans on manufacturing 200,000 

food items weekly by spring 2022. 

By SHELLEY McFARLAND
When he was young, Ben 

Skelton told everyone that 
he was going to join the mil-
itary. But after he graduat-
ed from Reynolds High 
School in 1999, he took a job 
with United Postal Service 
(UPS) and moved into an 
apartment. “I flopped around in college 

for a while,” Skelton explains. 
“I began working for UPS in 
2002 and I realized I was one 
redhead away from becoming 
Al Bundy, (“Married With 
Children”) that guy who peaks 

in high school and who is bit-
ter about everything and 
hasn’t really done anything. 
So, something had to change, 
and I needed to make that 
change. I looked at the Army 
again and saw joining would 
give me money for school, 
training, and the opportunity 
to travel. If there’s one thing 
to be said for serving in the 
United States’ military, it’s not 
boring.” 

Skelton tested in the top 2% 
on the Armed Services Voca-
tional Ability Battery (ASV-
AB) and had each branch of 
military wanting to sign him. 

“I went to the Navy office, 
and they asked if I wanted to 
work on a nuclear sub. Um, no, 
I don’t want to glow in the 
dark in a tin can filled with 
other guys. I went to the Air 
Force, and they said I could 

choose one of five jobs, and 
they might let me do one of 
them. They told me no signing 
bonus and good luck getting 
anywhere fun,” he laughed. 
“The Army told me they’d give 
me a little bit of money, I could 
have any job I want, and you 
can go anywhere in the world 
that job has. I said Army it is.”

On Sept. 10, 2005, Skelton 
signed with the U.S. Army and 
completed basic training in 
the heat at Fort Jackson in 
South Carolina as one of six 
guys over the age of 25. For 
the eight weeks he spent at ba-
sic training, he made lifelong 
friendships with the “older 
guys.” 

After boot camp, Skelton 
was transferred to Fort Eustis 
in Newport News, Virginia for 

Ben Skelton recounts his military career

Veteran survives two tours in the desert

See FOOD / Page 2

See SKELTON / Page 2

Ben Skelton joined the U.S. Army in 2005 and became a Black Hawk maintainer.  PHOTOS SUBMITTED

By SHELLEY McFARLAND

C elebrated by numerous Asian ethnici-

ties, Lunar New Year started Feb. 1, 

2022, and will end Jan. 21, 2023. As 

year of the tiger, it ranks third in the 

12-year Chinese zodiac cycle. Considered 

brave, cruel, forceful, and terrifying, tigers 

are symbolic of power in Chinese culture and 

considered a patron deity for children and 

parents. People born in this year are thought 

to be natural leaders, adventurous, ambitious, 

and maybe a bit impetuous. 
Clackamas High School Asian Pacific Island-

Lunar New Year celebrated around valley

See LUNAR / Page 2

Be Mine? Ways to celebrate in the valley
See Page 7

A display case at Clackamas High School was decorated for Lunar New Year by the school’s Asian Pacific Islander Student Union.

Be Mine? Ways 

16011 SE Happy Valley Town Center Dr., Happy Valley, OR 97086

TERIYAKI

LUNCH SPECIALS 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM

MON-SAT 10:30 AM - 9:00 PM
SUNDAY 2:00 PM - 8:00 PM

DINE-IN or TAKE-OUT or CATERING

VALID MONDAY - FRIDAYVALID ONLY FORTERIYAKI,COMBINATION, YAKISOBA,HOUSE SPECIALSVALID ONLY AT ICHI TERIYAKI NO. 21(HAPPY VALLEY LOCATION)Expires 2/28/22

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
A LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS!

• TERIYAKI • COMBINATION
• YAKISOBA • HOUSE SPECIALS

RIVERMARK
CREDIT UNION

By SHELLEY McFARLAND
When she grew up in Eu-

A G Specialty Foods Inc. produces fresh grab-and-go foods for businesses

Hungry much? 

12-year Chinese zodiac cycle. Considered 

brave, cruel, forceful, and terrifying, tigers 

are symbolic of power in Chinese culture and 

considered a patron deity for children and 

parents. People born in this year are thought 

to be natural leaders, adventurous, ambitious, 

and maybe a bit impetuous. 
Clackamas High School Asian Pacific Island-

‘Bye now, 
all y’all’

See Page 2

City’s Tree Lighting 
Ceremony celebrates 

the holiday season
See Pages 6 and 7
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A
s one of two living 
Chinese American 
WWII veterans, 
Happy 

Valley resident 
Allen Wong was 
asked to speak at 
a presentation 
honoring Chinese 
American WWII 
Veterans from Or-
egon, Idaho, Mon-
tana and Wyoming. 

The Nov. 14 event was held 
at Camp Withycombe, where 
54 Chinese American World 
War II veterans were honored 
with a Congressional Gold 
Medal. 

In his speech,  Wong 
laughed about a cartoon he 
saw years ago with a preg-
nant woman and the caption, 
“She Was Stung by a Sea 
Bee.” At 97 years old, Wong 
still finds this funny, but at 
the time of his service, the se-
vere Chinese Exclusion Act 
was in effect, prohibiting 
Wong’s parents from becom-
ing citizens. 

In 1943, the Magnuson Act 
repealed the Chinese Exclu-
sion Act, but only allowed 105 
Chinese people to become U.S. 
citizens each year. Large-
scale Chinese citizenship did 
not occur until 1965 with the 
passage of the Immigration 

Chinese American veteran Allen Wong 
honored with Congressional Gold Medal

Proudly answering

J
anuary brings a time to re-
flect on the past year and 
look forward to new begin-
nings.  

With the support of City Council, 
community volunteers, and dedicat-
ed staff members, the City has con-
tinued to find ways to improve liva-
bility and create the groundwork 
for future happenings.  In the past 
year, the City successfully carried 
out a variety of projects that are 
worthy of highlighting. These activ-
ities include:

■ Developed plans for a future 
downtown

■ Acquired property for new 

parks
■ Completed the Veterans Me-

morial Park
■ Established a Community Cen-

ter Steering Committee
■ Began designs for an expan-

sion to the library
■ Improved public safety by tran-

sitioning and expanding Code En-
forcement to Community Service 
Officer Program

■ Engaged property owners and 
community members to manage 
growth in the Pleasant Valley / 
North Carver area to align future 

2021 Re� ections & 
2022 Excitement

See MAYOR / Page 2

MAYOR’S 
MESSAGE

TOM ELLIS

Mayor Tom Ellis 
greets Colonel 

Daniel Gepford of 
the Northwest 

Scots Guard at the 
dedication 

ceremony of the 
City’s Veterans 
Memorial Park.

 theCALL   DUTYof

STORY BY 

SHELLEY 
MCFARLAND

See MEDAL / Page 2
Allen Wong shown with his wife Nancy and daughter Angela was recently awarded the Congressional Gold Medal for his wartime service in the Navy during WWII. 
The award was presented to him and more than 50 other veterans at a ceremony at Camp Withycombe. 

By SHELLEY McFARLAND

Dorine Nickerson of 
Echo Ranch brought mini 
horse April and Welsh po-
ny Licorice to an informal 
meet-and-greet event at 
Princeton Village Assist-
ed Living in December 
where seniors were given 
bags of sweet treats and 
spent time with the 
equine duo. 

Assisted by Stephanie 
Miller and JonMarie Purvis, 
the group brought joy on a 
winter night. Echo Ranch, a 
nonprofit horse rescue, 
helps horses and people he-
al by forging deep connec-
tions between the two. 

Echo Ranch brings cheer to seniors

16011 SE Happy Valley Town Center Dr., Happy Valley, OR 97086

TERIYAKI

LUNCH SPECIALS 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM

MON-SAT 10:30 AM - 9:00 PM
SUNDAY 2:00 PM - 8:00 PM

DINE-IN or TAKE-OUT or CATERING

VALID MONDAY - FRIDAY
VALID ONLY FOR
TERIYAKI,
COMBINATION, 
YAKISOBA,
HOUSE SPECIALS
VALID ONLY AT ICHI 
TERIYAKI NO. 21
(HAPPY VALLEY LOCATION)

Expires 1/31/22

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING 
A LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESS!

• TERIYAKI • COMBINATION
• YAKISOBA • HOUSE SPECIALS

RIVERMARK

CREDIT UNION

We are always searching for new people, places, and things to write about 
for our monthly issues. Our best stories highlight and showcase some of the 
great parts of our community and we want to feature all of the meaningful 

happenings going on in Happy Valley.

If you have an article idea, whether that be about a local business you love or 
know someone with a heartwarming or “feel-good” story, please contact 

hvn@pamplinmedia.com to discuss the possibility of it being featured in our 
next issues! 

Help us highlight the spirit 
and values of Happy Valley

Let’s NOT

SECRET!
keep all the good stories

 NOT
keep all the good 
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City of Happy Valley

Are you a student who 
lives in Happy Valley and 
has a handmade craft that 
you would like to sell to the 
public?

During our Thursday night 
summer concerts, the City will 
host a designated spot where 
selected youth can set up a 
table and sell their handmade 
creations. Young entrepre-
neurs will receive an honorary 
business license from the City 
and be encouraged to promote 
their small business to concert 
attendees.

This event is a great way 
for youth to get in front of 
the local community with the 
support of the City and men-
torship of the Happy Valley 
Business Alliance. Whether 
it be bracelets, greeting cards, 

slime, headbands, or any other 
crafty product, the Youth 
Entrepreneur Fair offers the 
perfect opportunity for stu-
dents to showcase their work 
and gain valuable customer 
service experience.

This opportunity was devel-
oped by the City of Happy 
Valley to benefit the com-
munity, foster creativity, and 
assist youth in developing 
entrepreneurial and financial 
literacy in a fun and interac-
tive way.

The City is excited to 
host the first annual Youth 
Entrepreneur Fair and give 
kids a platform to share 
their talents. We believe 
that this event will create a 
positive, motivating, and lead-
ership-driven environment for 
our young community.

Sign up now to participate!
Head to www.hv.city/youth-

fair and complete the online 
form. A City staff member 
will contact you the week of 
the event to provide details on 
what you need to do and how 
to get set up.

For questions about the 
Youth Entrepreneur Fair, con-
tact Katie Coffey, Community 
Engagement Specialist, at 
kcoffey@happyvalleyor.gov.

New event will give 
kids and teens an 
opportunity to sell 
their handmade 
items at the summer 
concert series

Showcase your 
talents at the Youth 
Entrepreneur Fair!

Make sure your inventory is stocked and your marketing is on point! Kids and 
teens are encouraged to sign up to be part of the City’s first Youth Entrepreneur 
Fair.

City of Happy Valley

Fifty-five cars made their way to 
the City’s annual Rx Drug Take Back 
event on Apr. 27, an important drop off 
event that serves to give residents a 
chance to safely dispose of unwanted 
or expired medicine cabinet items. 

The event helps ensure medicines are 
kept out of the hands of teens and other 
vulnerable populations, as well as the local 
water system. In total, nine collection 
boxes were filled, with contents weighing 
nearly 190 lbs. in all. Happy Valley Youth 
Councilors were aided in their efforts 
by Mayor Tom Ellis, Jason Thompson, 
Code Enforcement Supervisor and Steve 
Campbell, Director of Community Services 
& Public Safety. The event demonstrates an 
excellent example of the Youth Council’s 
leadership and determination to increase 
community wellness.

Too often, unused prescriptions or 
over-the-counter medications find their 
way into the wrong hands. This is dan-
gerous and can lead to tragic outcomes. 
Safe disposal protects our water supply 
and keeps drugs out of the hands of 

unauthorized or recreational users.
Missed the event or still have medi-

cines to dispose of?
A permanent prescription drop-

box is located at the Happy Valley 
Police Department for safe disposal of 
unwanted or expired prescriptions and 
medications at 12915 SE King Rd. For 
service hours and additional informa-
tion, head to www.hv.city/rx-drop-box.

A big thank you to our community 
partners for their support and assistance!

Providence Health & Services contin-
ues to support the Youth Council through 
sponsorship so they may continue their 
efforts. Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office, 
Happy Valley Police, Happy Valley Code 
Enforcement, and the DEA offered their 
assistance during the event. We could not 
do it without you all!

Important event helps 
protect the environment 
and safeguard community

Happy Valley Youth Council hosts 
13th annual Rx Drug Take Back

City of Happy Valley

We are inviting all of the Happy 
Valley community to design a City 
sticker that embodies the essence of 
Happy Valley. Whether it’s the beau-
tiful scenery, the vibrant community 
spirit, or the cherished landmarks, 
we want your artistic vision to shine 
through!

Here’s how to participate:
■ Put on your creative hats and help the 

City design a sticker that represents what 
Happy Valley means to you. It needs to be 
a 3 inches by 3 inches (3”x3”) design and 
incorporate the Happy Valley logo.

■ All ages and anyone who resides in 
the Happy Valley community can partic-
ipate. We’ll showcase all the submitted 
designs on our social media pages and the 
public will have the chance to vote for 
their favorite design by liking them. The 
winning design(s) with the most likes on 
social media will be printed and available 
at our City store and community events 
for purchase.  

So, let that creativity flow and show us 
what makes Happy Valley special to you! 

For questions about the contest, 
contact Katie Coffey, Community 
Engagement Specialist, at kcoffey@
happyvalleyor.gov.

Please note: Selected artwork becomes 
the property of City of Happy Valley, 
they will be printed and distributed by 
City staff and available for purchase 
while supplies last.

Contest encourages 
you to unleash your 
creativity and showcase 
what makes our 
city so special

Create a sticker that represents your love for Happy Valley!

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
ABOVE: The annual Rx Drug Take Back event brings 
Youth Councilors, City staff, and community 
partners together in support of community health 
and wellness. 
RIGHT: Along with the DEA, Youth Councilors 
collect bags of prescription medicines that will be 
safely discarded.

YOUTH COUNCIL

Insuring Local Businesses 
Since 1995

Moiz Ali, Principal Broker

Tel: (503) 353-9900
Email: info@tilikuminsurance.com

Expand Your Network, Join Today!

JUNE 2024
for a strong local economy.

Introduce Yourself
to our local business community

8305 SE Monterey Avenue, Suite 104
Happy Valley, OR 97086

yourchamber.com
info@yourchamber.com | 503-654-7777

AM Business Connection 7:30 - 9:00am
June 7 • College Hunks Moving

June 21 • Biscuits Café-Happy Valley
June 28 • RECS Partners LLC

Ambassador 
Meeting 

June 11 • 7:30 AM - 8:30 AM

2024 Annual Golf Scramble 
10:30-6:00 PM

June 14 • Stone Creek Golf Club

2024 Annual Awards 
5:00-8:30 PM

June 27 Gray Gables Estates

Public Policy & 
GA Meeting 

June 3 • Chamber of� ce

Chamber 101 
(Virtual)

June 4 • Noon-1:00 PM

Business After Hours 
5:00 - 7:00pm 

June 5 • Residence Inn Clackamas
June 13 • OsteoStrong

Support these local businesses for a strong community.
8305 SE Monterey Ave., Suite 104, Happy Valley, OR 97086

yourchamber.com  |  info@yourchamber.com  |  503-654-7777

The North Clackamas Chamber of Commerce…

Connecting the Community to Local Businesses

Kaiser Permanente 
Sunnyside Medical Center 

At Kaiser Permanente, everything works
together for one very important cause.

You.

healthy.kaiserpermanente.org

Clackamas Water 
Environment Services

Contact us at 503-742-4567 
or Clackamas.us/wes

Adventist Health 
Women's Clinic -

Clackamas

You’re Made For More

Adventisthealth.org/portland

Willamette View

To Inspire the Art of Living Well

Willametteview.org



8     June 2024  Happy Valley News

City of Happy Valley

The City’s Municipal Code 
requires maintenance and/
or the removal of vegetation 
that poses a hazard to traffic, 
safety, and community health. 

Vegetation that obstructs 
walkways or roadways, for 
example, creates mobility 
challenges for pedestrians 
and vehicles, and brush that 
has been left to overgrow and 
become brittle is at risk of cre-
ating a wildfire. On top of that, 
noxious vegetation that pose 
significant health risks because 
of their poisonous effects can 
make it downright impossible 
for anyone in their proximity to 
enjoy the outdoors.

In Happy Valley, it is the 
property owner’s responsibility 
to ensure noxious vegetation 
such as grass, blackberry bushes, 
ivy, and other plant life do not 
become a problem. With every-
thing in full bloom, we’d like to 
encourage the community to 
check on their yards, parking 
strips, and any other property to 

confirm this type of vegetation 
isn’t posing a concern. Our team 
will work with you to devise a 
plan of action should your prop-
erty be out of compliance, but 
ultimately it is up to property 
owners to take care of any con-
cerns and avoid a formal citation.

Noxious vegetation includes:
■ Weeds more than 10 inches 

high
■ Grass more than 10 inches 

high
■ Trees, bushes, roots, other 

natural growth, soil, or solid 
waste that obstructs public side-
walks or roadways.
■ Dead or decaying trees or 

tree limbs, dead bushes, stumps, 
and any other thing likely to 
cause a fire or that present a 
safety hazard to the public or to 
neighboring property owners.
■ Uncontrolled growth 

of weeds, bush, berry vines, 
poison oak, poison ivy or 
grasses which provides a place 
of refuge for rodents, contrib-
utes noxious pollens to the 
atmosphere, poses a fire hazard 

or unreasonably interferes with 
use and enjoyment of public or 
private property.
■ Trees and bushes on prop-

erty or right of way need to be 
trimmed to at least 7 feet about 
sidewalk area and 11 feet about 
streets or alleys.
■ Hedges, shrubs etc., need 

to be trimmed, allowing a min-
imum of three feet of horizonal 
clearance between the edge of 
pavement and hedges, shrubs, 
or other vegetation.

For more information or 
to review the City’s rules as 
they relate to noxious vegeta-
tion, check out 8.08.290 of the 
Happy Valley Municipal Code 
at www.hv.city/code.

Get a jump start on yard 
maintenance NOW!

To help motivate residents to 
tackle overgrown vegetation, 
there will be an opportunity 
to dispose of extra yard debris 
during the City’s upcoming 

Dumpster Day event. A stand-
alone recycling station at Happy 
Valley Public Works will offer 
a chance for residents to dis-
card their seasonal yard debris, 
courtesy of Happy Valley Parks 
and Recreation. Residents are 
responsible for unloading and 
de-bagging their drop-off mate-
rials on-site. This is a residential 
service only, which means no 
commercial landscaping or con-
tractor loads will be accepted and 
proof of residency is required.

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
Grass that has been left to grow too long is not only an aesthetic eyesore, but it poses a health and safety hazard when 
it lends itself to nesting critters and home to other invasive plant life.

CODE 
CORNER

OFFICER 
DAVID 
COAN

OFFICER 
JASON 

THOMPSON 

OFFICER 
MICHAEL 
BARNES

CODE CORNER

FREE SPRING YARD 
DEBRIS DROP OFF
■ Saturday, June 8

■ 8 a.m.-noon

■ Happy Valley Public Works

■ 13910 SE Ridgecrest Road, 
adjacent to Happy Valley Park. 
Learn more at:
www.hv.city/dumpster-day 
and check out the story below.

NOXIOUS VEGETATION

City of Happy Valley

Dumpster Day returns to Happy 
Valley on Saturday, June 8 from 
8 a.m. to noon, so get your items 
sorted and ready. Residents will 
have the opportunity to dispose of 
junk, donations, paper shredding, 
and tires all in one spot. The event 
will take place at Happy Valley 
Park.

When it comes to the dumpster, 
there are some items that can and 
cannot be accepted:

Items you can drop off:
■ Broken household items

■ Electronics: TVs and computer equipment 
for E-cycling

■ Furniture (box springs, mattresses, 
couches, chairs)

■ BBQs, bicycles, exercise equipment

■ Appliances (non-Freon types) and water 
heaters

■ Passenger car and light truck tires, any 
batteries

What we can’t accept:
■ Hazardous waste, paint, propane tanks

All construction, demolition, or remodeling 
materials:
■ Flooring – vinyl tiles, vinyl sheet, mastic

■ Walls – plaster, decorative plaster

■ Siding – cement siding shingles “Transite”

■ Ceilings – acoustical tiles, “popcorn” and 
spray-on texture

■ Insulation – spray-applied, blown-in, 
vermiculite, pipe, HVAC and lagging

■ Electrical – wire insulation, panel partitions

■ Other – fire doors, fire brick, fire proofing

Household garbage
■ Commercial landscaping debris

■ Residential yard debris – trimmings, sod, 
stumps, rock

■ No refrigerators, freezers or appliances 
containing Freon (coolant fluorocarbons)

■ A shredding truck will also be on hand 
to safely dispose of your old paper files 
and documents. Limit two banker boxes per 
residence.

Yard Debris Drop Off at 
Public Works Building
■ Residents can drop off seasonal 

yard debris at the Public Works 
building for free recycling during 
this event. The Public Works build-
ing is located at 13910 SE Ridgecrest 
Road, adjacent to Happy Valley 
Park. It will NOT be a station along 
the regular Dumpster Day route, 
so make sure you allow some addi-
tional time to visit that location in 
the event you have other items to dis-
card. Residents are responsible for 
unloading and de-bagging their drop-
off materials on-site. No commercial 
landscaping or contractor loads will 
be accepted.

American Flag collection
As a service to the community, 

Happy Valley Parks and Recreation 
is proud to partner with local Troop 
611 to offer you an opportunity to 
drop off American flags that are ready 
for retirement at one of the collec-
tion stations at the Dumpster Day 

event. The Scouts will ensure your 
flag is disposed of in a proper, tradi-
tional ceremony.

To accommodate as many households 
as possible, we must specify:
■ No commercial trailer loads

■ No oversize U-haul loads

■ One trip through per residence

■ Gates will close prior to posted closing 
time if we reach capacity

The City would like to thank the 
following community partners for 
helping make this year’s Dumpster 
Day possible: Waste Management, 
Hoodview Disposal, Recology Waste 
Zero, Goodwill Industries, Metro, 
and Les Schwab Tire Center.
■ Please note: Due to collec-

tion volume and space limitations, 
this event is limited to Happy 
Valleyresidents. (97086 zip code is not 
always within City boundaries. Bring 
I.D. for address verification within 
City boundaries.) For more informa-
tion about this and to confirm your 

address is within City limits, head to 
www.hv.city/address-check.

For more information, check out the 
event webpage at:
www.hv.city/dumpster-day.

Please be patient: While we will do 
what we can to expedite the line and 
volunteers will be available should 
you need help, please support our 
efforts by being ready when it is your 
turn to unload your vehicle and make 
room for the next resident by exiting 
the area once you are finished. Please 
plan accordingly as there may be sig-
nificant wait times to access various 
stations. Your partnership is crucial 
to helping us continue to provide this 
complimentary service to all residents 
of Happy Valley.

Say goodbye to your clutter - June 8

503-698-8911
bristolhospice-oregon.com

Hospice is...About Living

Hospice Focuses on the Person, 
not the Disease

During this time we are STILL admitting residents to hospice 
care, we can STILL offer exceptional care and support through 
virtual methods and we can STILL safely enter your facility to 

provide the care that is necessary.

Do not hesitate to call us with a question or referral,
we are here to help.

Our team’s mission is that all patients and families 
entrusted to our care will be treated with the highest 

level of compassion, respect and quality of care.

Virtual visits can replace in-person visits when necessary.

EXCEPTIONAL HOSPICE CARE
IN YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY

We are prepared to safely
 provide care for your loved one Rediscover 

Your
Radiance

503-513-5533
Follow Us On Instagram @vip.medispa

Hours: Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm • 10001 SE Sunnyside Road, Ste 120, Clackamas, OR • vipmedispa.com

$750 Off
Liposuction With Brazilian

Butt Lift!

Ultherapy 
Lift & Tighten

Now Offering 
Waxing!

Lip Filler

or

• Tirzepatide
• Semaglutide

Buy An Area
Get An Area
FREE!

Purchase Any 
Facial & Receive A

Lip Filler

or
$75 OFF

FREE
Lip Flip

FREE
Lip or Brow Wax

Weight Loss 
Programs

 Rediscover  Rediscover  Rediscover  Rediscover 

Now Offering 

Buy An Area
Get An Area

Purchase Any Purchase Any 
Weight Loss 
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By EMMA DAVIS
Pamplin Media Group

Combining the dedicated 
efforts of Happy Valley’s Parks 
Advisory Committee and the 
City’s Parks and Recreation 
Foundation, Happy Valley’s 
community garden is fur-
thering its efforts in making a 
profound difference in the lives 
of local residents.

Geri Naumcheff, chair-
woman of the Parks Advisory 
Committee, and Michael 
Morrow, a dedicated member 
and founder of the city’s Parks 
Foundation, have been heading 
the cause through their tireless 
efforts. Last year saw over-
whelming demand, however 
only a handful of new families 
gained access. Luckily, coordi-
nated cleanup events brought 
the community together, and 
surplus produce found its way 
to those in need through dona-
tions to the food bank. One 
highlight was the joint event 
with Backyard Birdshop, edu-
cating families on gardening and 
bird care.

This year, thanks to generous 
donations of organic fertilizer, 
seed packets and discounts on 
plants from Portland Nursery, 
other donations from Down to 
Earth, along with a $100 grant 
facilitated by the City of Happy 
Valley’s Parks Foundation, 
Naumcheff and the community 
garden distributed plants and 
resources to five families facing 
financial constraints.

Naumcheff’s dedication, 
along with Morrow and the 
Park Foundation’s support, are 
paving the way for future ini-
tiatives, including educational 
events and expansions, ensuring 
everyone can enjoy the benefits 
of gardening. With their collab-
orative efforts, the foundation 
aims to increase awareness and 

foster community engagement, 
inviting all to join in their noble 
cause.

At the end of last season, 
Naumcheff noticed that there 
were some plots with not a 
lot of plants for their garden 
and looked into why that was 
and she discovered that some 
were unable to get some for 
themselves. It was then that 
she contacted Morrow and the 
Parks Foundation for assistance. 
Morrow, initially starting the 
foundation for scholarships, 
decided to help the community 
in a different way.

“It’s very easy for us to pro-
vide scholarships and things for 
children because they’re at the 
forefront,” Morrow said. “But 
Geri’s idea of doing this was a 
great opportunity to help some 
of our older citizens and adults 
because those people are a little 
bit harder to reach.”

Through all the donations as 
well as the collaboration with 
the Parks Foundation, five com-
munity garden members who 
could not get plants for them-
selves were able to have their 
garden plots filled with various 
kinds of produce and flowers.

“We were able to get plants for 
all five people in the garden that 
wanted plants,” Naumcheff said. 
The recipients were more than 
appreciative for the assistance 
they got from the community 
and the Foundation. “People 
were just so grateful for the help 
and it made me feel really good.”

Members of the community 
garden even offered to donate 
and buy plants for others. “We 

didn’t need them to do that 
because of the great grants we 
received from Mike and his 
group, but it was just nice to 
know that the community was 
willing to step up and help others 
in the garden,” Naumcheff said.

With the success and 
response from the community 
as well as the community garden 
members, Naumcheff looks to 
develop more partnerships with 
organizations as well as con-
tinue the partnership with the 
Parks Foundation. “I’d like to 
continue this collaboration and 
potentially expand it if the need 
arises for some improvements or 
changes,” Naumcheff said.

With the Foundation’s help 
and the great impact this ini-
tiative had on the community 
and its members, Morrow is 
also eager to collaborate with 
the community garden again 
in the coming years. “I foresee 
it being an ongoing program 
we can help sponsor because it 
meets so many needs of people 
to be able to grow their own veg-
gies and plus, it’s something to 
do,” Morrow said.

The heart of this initiative 
is helping those in the com-
munity who need it. From the 
Parks Foundation and the city 
to other community members, 
there is always someone there to 
help. “There are people out there 
willing to help you,” he said. “If 
you know someone who needs 
help, they’re probably not going 
to say anything, so you need to 
say something for them and offer 
help.”

The community garden and 

the parks board are grateful to 
the community for its support 
and assistance and willingness 
to help each other. They are 
also always looking for more 
people to get involved. “We’re 
trying to look at ways to get 
more people involved whether 
that’s plot sharing or maybe 
finding some other temporary 
locations to have plots,” she said. 
“We’re also open for donation 
from the community for items 
for the garden, whether that’s 
pinwheels or other plants or 
flowers. Whatever people would 
like to donate.”

The Parks Foundation is an 
actively growing organization 
that wants to better the com-
munity and assist where it can, 
and the community garden is 
just one part of that. You can 
find more information on the 
Foundation at https://www.
hvprf.org/ And for those who 
want to get on the waiting list 
for the community garden, there 
is always room.

Happy Valley 
community garden 
collaborates with 
the HV Parks 
and Recreation 
Foundation

Community Garden f lo�ishes
with collaboration

PHOTO COURTESY OF GERI NAUMCHEFF
The community garden plots for 2024.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GERI NAUMCHEFF
The fertilizer donated to the garden 
from Portland Nursery.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GERI NAUMCHEFF
Some of the plants donated to one of the recipients.

By City of Happy Valley

H appy Valley Nursery is a fam-
ily-owned business that has 
been serving the community 
for over 25 years. They are 

proud to offer you a large selection of 
plants and trees for your landscaping 
and gardening needs. Whether you are 
looking for flowers, shrubs, fruit trees, 
or succulents, they have something for 
everyone. Don’t let the construction work 
along SE 129th Ave stop you from visiting 
this local gem. Their entrance is still open 
and easy to access.

Despite the 
ongoing 

roadwork, 
this local 
business 
remains 

open and at 
your service

Explore different 
plant varieties 

at Happy Valley 
Nursery

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
Despite road work, the City promotes visits to Happy Valley Nursery for locals 
and tourists.

I M A G I N E

Your  Life
I N  B L O O M

SENIOR LIVING   |   ASSISTED CARE   |   MEMORY CARE

Embrace the season of renewal and discover a vibrant community where every 
day blooms with purpose and possibility. Enjoy peace of mind, exceptional 
amenities, and a welcoming atmosphere.

• Personalized care and services 
from a dedicated team when 
needed

• Month-to-month rentals with 
no “buy-in” fees

• Maintenance-free lifestyle

• 24-hour on-site sta�ng

• Meaningful activities and 
opportunities to learn, connect 
and engage with others

• Restaurant-style dining with 
chef-inspired meals

SPRING INTO YOUR NEW HOME!

Y 11520 SE Sunnyside Rd
Clackamas, OR 97015
503-698-1600
miramontpointe.com

Call or text Amber at 971-336-1251 to schedule your personal tour today!
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PIANO, GUITAR, DRUMS, VOICE & VIOLIN
all at each convenient location!

A Proven Track Record of Excellence Since 2009
When students take lessons with us, they tend to stick around for a long time. Arts Academy has a provent track 
record of offering quality music, guitar, voice, singing, piano, and drum lessons in Happy Valley year-round. Our full-
time mission is teaching music lessons trusted by over 1000 families for over 10 years.

Free Music Recitals Every 6 Months in a Convenient Location
Every parent just wants to know how their child is doing and if they are really progressing. The best way for a parent 
to understand if their investment in lessons is really worth it is to have their child participate in a recital. In June and 
November, many of our students choose to perform in our biannual recitals. These recitals are free, and unlike many 
schools in Portland, we do not charge recital participation fees.

Month to Month Lessons
When you sign up with us, your are not required to sign a contract for a whole term or semester. We offer
month to month agreements because we believe that we have to prove our value to you every month.

We Give Away More Awards & Surprises Than Any Other School
Every month there is an opportunity to earn awards and prizes. Whether it is a coloring contest or guessing how much 
candy is in the jar, students can win gift cards to their favorite yogurt place or another restaurant.

CALL TODAY 503-974-4997
OR VISIT ONLINE AT 

www.ArtsAcademy.com
WILSONVILLE

8261 SW Wilsonville Road,
Wilsonville, OR 97070

WILSONVILLE@ARTSACADEMY.COM

HAPPY VALLEY
14654 SE Sunnyside Road 
Happy Valley, OR 97015

HAPPYVALLEY@ARTSACADEMY.COM

TIGARD
15605 SW 116th Avenue

King City, OR 97224
TIGARD@ARTSACADEMY.COM

($90 value)

Expires June 30, 2024

2 FREE
LESSONS

Experience the 
Arts Academy for FREE

all at each convenient location!

“Super duper music studio. Experienced 
staff that will make sure the students 

progress and enjoy playing and singing 
music. If you want to enjoy your music 

lessons, this is the place for you.”

– Scott Whit� eld ★★★★★

“My kids have been taking lessons for 
about 18 months and they have learned 
so much. The owners are wonderful 
people. The staff is very prompt in 
responding to emails and inquiries. 
Recitals are wellorganized. Everyone is 
just super supportive of each other.”

– Liza Trammell ★★★★★

Piano, Guitar, Drums, Voice & Violin
ALL IN ONE convenient location
This saves our students time and money, as one family can take 
multiple instruments, but we are the only one to offer all of the most 
popular instruments in a hight-quality, convenient environment.

The Largest and Most Qualified 
Teaching Faculty in Oregon
We have an amazing team of music teachers, all with either college 
training or professional performance experience. Our music teachers are 
dedicated to learning about your personal musical goals and helping you 
to achiever them. With fully committed, educated, and inspiring teachers, 
we are confident that we have the right teacher to meet your music 
needs. In addition to their teaching credentials, our teachers have warm 
personalities, are extremely friendly and dedicated to teaching you the 
style of music that you want to learn in your music lesson.

Arts Academy is 
the largest music 
school in the 
state of Oregon!

The Widest Range of 
Music Lesson Times 
Available. We Offer The 
Widest Range of Music 
Lesson Times Available!!

A Proven Track Record of Excellence Since 2009

The Largest and Most Qualified 
Teaching Faculty in Oregon
We have an amazing team of music teachers, all with either college 
training or professional performance experience. Our music teachers are 
dedicated to learning about your personal musical goals and helping you 
to achiever them. With fully committed, educated, and inspiring teachers, 

multiple instruments, but we are the only one to offer all of the most 

Arts Academy is 
the largest music 

SUMMER Music  
Lessons SALE

PIANO, GUITAR, DRUMS, VOICE & VIOLIN
all at each convenient location!all at each convenient location!

PIANO, GUITAR, DRUMS, VOICE & VIOLIN

WHAT MAKES US SO POPULAR

Now 3 locations 
to serve you!

SUMMER Music  
Lessons SALE

SUMMER Music  SUMMER Music  
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Special Thank You
The City would also like 

to extend a special thank 
you to Mary Friesen, owner 
of Happy Valley Preschool 
and Child Care Center, Inc., for so graciously donating 
the space needed to launch our fireworks show. The 
site, which sits adjacent to her family business, allows 
the professionals to bring these breathtaking fireworks 
to life every year. We appreciate her partnership and 
generosity in making this event a success.

Enjoy a full day of 
fun at the Family 
Festival which 
includes a variety 
of activities

 Join the 
Happy Valley 
Hikers for a 

morning hike.

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY PHOTOS
You don’t want to miss the community parade, a great event that encourages everyone to get in the patriotic spirit.

 The day 
wouldn’t be 

complete 
without the 

City’s 
professional 

fireworks 
show.

CELEBRATE

The 4th of July Family Festival is brought to you by Happy Valley Parks and Recreation and is sponsored in partnership by:

Thursday, July 4th
9:30 a.m. – Independence Day Hike

Kick off the day with the Happy 
Valley Hikers for an Independence Day 
hike! They will be meeting at 9:30 a.m. in 
the parking lot on SE 145th by the reten-
tion pond. This will be a 2.6-mile hike, 
relatively easy with minimal elevation. 

Noon – Family Parade
Be sure to grab a spot along the 

parade route as community members, 
local businesses, and even vintage cars 
fill the street in what has been dubbed 
the “longest shortest parade this side of 
the Missisippi.” Anyone can participate. 
S.E. 145th Ave. between S.E. Ridgecrest 

Rd. and S.E. King Rd. will be off limits 
starting at 11 a.m. as parade participants 
line up for the event. The procession 
makes its way up S.E. Ridgecrest Rd., 
with entrants completing the route at 
the Park’s Gazebo. Spectators can watch 
the parade from the sidewalk along SE 
Ridgecrest Rd. between S.E. 145th and 
the Happy Valley Park main entrance.

1 p.m. – Family Festival
Happy Valley Park becomes the place 

to be as a variety of activities, vendors, 
and entertainment provides the backdrop 
to your 4th of July fireworks count-
down. The Mayor and City Council will 
officially kick off the festivities, but then 
the Park is your playground as you check 

out the sights, snacks, and sounds. Rock 
out to live music and check out carnival 
inspired games and attractions.

At dark – Fireworks Show
When the sun sets that means it is 

time to hunker down and look upward as 
a beautiful show of color and light illu-
minate the sky. A professional fireworks 
show will commemorate the day’s events 
as the holiday wraps.

For more information about this 
event, parade map, and to see a 
current list of food and beverage 
vendors, check out our 4th of July 
Family Festival event page at 
www.hv.city/4th-of-july.  A variety of 

activities are 
planned 

throughout the 
day, including 

live musical 
entertainment.

4TH OF JULY HV PARK SAFETY REMINDERS

■ No Personal Alcohol
■ No Personal Fireworks
■ All Dogs Must Be On Leash
■ No BBQ's, Grills, or Briquettes
■ No Smoking or Vaping

HAPPY VALLEY BUSINESS ALLIANCE

Visit www.hvba.biz for more businesses serving your community or to join the HVBA.

COMMUNITY IS OUR BUSINESS!
Support these local Alliance members!

Join us for the next meeting, Wednesday June 26, at 7:30AM
at Happy Valley City Hall  (16000 SE Misty Drive Happy Valley, OR 97086)

Do you want your business 
to be featured here, for FREE? 

JOIN THE HVBA TODAY AT HVBA.BIZ

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1997
Full Service Licensed Residential Management

www.priorityoneproperties.com
Julie Gutwig 503-723-7700

OFFICE : 10790 SE HWY 212, Clackamas, OR 97015

We Take Care Of Your Home  
As If It Were Our Own!

“Enriching lives in and out of the gym”

16703 SE McLoughlin Blvd., Milwaukie, OR 97267

503.557.5151
HarmonyRoadOregon.com

Music For Everyone

Tots through Adults
MUS I C  C EN T ER

www.sunnysidefarmersmarkets.com

May 4th - 
October 26th 

9AM-2PM

13231 SE Sunnyside Road Clackamas, Oregon 97015 
503.504.8615

Enjoy local fruits and vegetables, hot foods, 
baked goods and over 100 weekly Vendors. Happy Valley 

Farmers Market

New Members:
Euro Comfort LLC

Baurer Construction & Flooring
J. Galt

KOIN 6 News
Lady Secrets- Quince, Prom & Bridal

Renewing:
Sunnyside Dentistry for Children

The Wall
Ace Hardware Happy Valley
MEDITERRANEAN GRILL LLC

Chick-�l-A Clackamas Promenade
Sunnyside Foursquare Church
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By EMMA DAVIS
Pamplin Media Group

W ith his own expe-
rience overseas, 
Korean Defense 
veteran David 

Penaflor is passionate about 
the vital role that veterans’ 
resources play in healing. As a 
member of the Happy Valley 
Veterans group, which pro-
vides a space of compassion and 
acceptance for veterans of all 
branches, Penaflor has a devo-
tion to bringing recognition and 
resources to these groups and 
veterans, ensuring that every 
veteran feels valued, supported, 
and heard.

As a veteran, Penaflor 
understands what comes with 
serving in the military. “One 
day, two friends of mine and 
I were walking downtown in 
our neighborhood, and we saw 
a recruiting station—Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marines, and 
Coast Guard—and I thought, 
what would it be like to be in 
the military with Vietnam going 
on or coming to an end?” he said. 
“So, we walked inside and all of 
us signed our names to enlist.” 
Penaflor recalls that the whole 
decision was sudden. Without 
much thought, he enlisted in 
the Army.

“I was Army and the other 
two went different, but it was 
spontaneous, no discussion. It 
happened that fast,” he said. “I 
enlisted for three years during 
the draft, and after I swore in, 
I said to myself, what did I get 
myself into?”

Penaflor did two tours in 
Korea in the Second Division 
Infantry Division. “That first 
tour went pretty fast, then 
I came back and thought I 
would get out of the service, so 
I enlisted a second time,” he said. 
“I went to Korea again, this time 
on the DMZ.”

His most memorable moment 
was on August 18, 1976, when 

he experienced thoughts during 
a potential attack that left him 
and his comrades fearful. “I’m 
thinking, oh my gosh, am I going 
to live through this?” he said. 
“It didn’t happen, that was the 
good part. [But] these were my 
thoughts that I experienced and 
everyone else too.”

After Penaflor served, he 
worked for the U.S. Postal ser-
vice for 34 years. Once retired, 
he joined the Korean War 
Veterans Association, where 
he has served as Second Vice 
President, First Vice President, 
and now as President and the 
lead of a project with the KWVA 
as a tribute to Oregon’s Korean 
War Veterans. “The Oregon 
Korean Interpretive Center is to 
honor our Korean War Veterans 
and educate the public about the 
Korean War and the lessons 
learned,” he said.

This last year, he joined the 

Happy Valley Veterans group 
after David Bergman, a member 
of the group who served on the 
DMZ like Penaflor, encour-
aged him to attend. There, he 
connected with veterans from 
different branches and time 
served, sparking an involvement 
that has since underscored the 
therapeutic power of shared 
experiences and community 
support.

At his first time going to one 
of their weekly meetings, he felt 
welcomed and humbled right 
away. “I felt accepted,” he said. 
“What I saw was something 
that was healing for me and for 
them. I feel like this crew comes 
together to heal each other and 
it’s comforting to know

that the guy next to you 
will listen to you and share his 
story and comfort you with your 
story.”

Being a new member of the 

group has further emphasized 
how important it is that these 
groups get the recognition they 
deserve as a resource for veter-
ans who understand each other 
and a place where they can come 
together as one. “It’s not about 
the individual. It’s about our 
community,” he said. “No one’s 
going to stand out because of 
their titles, that has nothing to 
do with it. The blood is the same, 
the heart is the same, and the 
service is the same.”

Asserting the community 
recognition of the veterans 
and their experiences in war 
is remarkably important to 
Penaflor. As a veteran himself, 

he can understand what they 
are feeling on the inside. “You 
cannot see what they’re going 
through... everybody has their 
most memorable moment,” he 
said. “That’s what those little 
things, kindness, love, generos-
ity compassion and caring, mean 
so much.”

Penaflor’s involvement in 
several veteran groups and 
interactions with fellow vets, 
young and old, has further 
increased his determination 
to bring awareness. “Vietnam, 
Afghanistan, Iraqi veterans, all 
of these groups need support,” 
he said. “Don’t miss the oppor-
tunity to thank them.”

Korean Vet Advocates for 
Veteran Support & Recognition

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DAVID PENAFLOR
Sergeant David Penaflor in Korea.

Active duty and Veterans sharing their stories with students at Sunset High School.

Penaflor in his class A uniform after graduating basic training at Fort Ord Ca.

David Penaflor (lower row, center) and company headquarters’ personnel for 
Charlie Co 2/9th Infantry Camp Greaves Korea on the DMZ 1976.

Korean Defense Veteran David Penaflor recalls his service and how he now advocates for the recognition of veterans

Providing quality dental care for over 45 years!

Dr. Dick Hikade
Dr. Brooke Hikade-Wyatt

Dr. Chad Casebeer

SUNNYSIDE DENTISTRY

14210 SE Sunnyside Rd.  #200
Clackamas, OR  97015 | o�  ce@hikadedental.com

503-558-9828 (o�  ce) | 503-558-9829 (fax)

sunnysidedentistry.com

14
93

72
42

Coverage for the things 
you care about
Call 503-344-6513 today!
Moss Insurance Agency
Your local Happy Valley agency
12550 SE 93RD Ave Ste 230, Clackamas, OR 97015
jmoss2@farmersagent.com

Jaret Moss & Joe Moss
Agency Producer and Agency Owner
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By EMMA DAVIS
Pamplin Media Group

I n March of this year, The 
Hive Athletic Arts made 
its official debut, offering 
classes of aerial and acro-

batic arts aimed at inspiring 
active movement for youth. 
Both experienced aerial art-
ists and coaches themselves, 
co-owners Jen Livengood and 
Bethany Foran opened The 
Hive to provide a bigger space 
for students, both experienced 
and newcomers alike, to prac-
tice their aerial skills.

“Jen was teaching [classes] in 
her barn, so we kind of started 
chatting and she was like ‘I 
think I’m filling up the barn too 
much, maybe we should open 
up a studio further south,’” 
Foran said. “Around November 
or December of last year, she 
found a space and from there 
we were signing the lease and 
had it ready by March 3rd.”

The Hive primarily focuses 
on aerial arts, practices like 
that of Cirque du Soleil, such 
as trapeze, fabrics, hoop, and 
more. They also do a little bit 
of ground acrobatics, including 
tumbling. However, a big thing 
that The Hive puts emphasis on 
is providing a place for kids to 
enjoy a healthy and active life-
style, but in a fun and unique 
way.

“It takes a lot of strength, 
but it’s very inclusive and it’s 
a lot more building and a lot 
less competition compared to 
some other sports,” Foran said. 
“It allows kids to kind of find 
something that works for them 
no matter what size they are.” 
The Hive and its coaches work 
to ensure that every student 
feels comfortable participating, 
regardless of age or experience 
level.

There are several classes 
offered at the studio, including 
introductory classes for begin-
ners, level 1, level 2, level 3, and 
more. There is even a class that 
adults can take too. The studio 
also provides a venue for birth-
day parties, a summer camp, 
movie nights, and more.

In addition, The Hive Athletic 

Arts also has a competition team 
and is one of the only studios, 
if not the only one, that works 
with the Aerialympics compe-
tition circuit. Aerialympics is 
specifically designed for aerial 
arts where students from across 
the country and even interna-
tionally compete. Currently, 
The Hive has two students who 
participate on its team, one of 
which being Happy Valley res-
ident, Annie Wilson, 14. Wilson 
has been involved with aerial 
sports for three years, begin-
ning coaching with Livengood 
in her barn, well before the Hive 
opened.

Prior to aerial, Wilson was a 
former gymnast, but disliking 
the team competitive aspect 
that gymnastics brings, she 
decided she wanted to try some-
thing different. “My friend had 
aerial being offered at her dance 
studio and so I started taking 
classes there, which got me 
into it,” Wilson said. “I decided 
I wanted to keep moving for-
ward with it, and that’s where I 
met Jen.” From then on, Wilson 
was partaking in private lessons 
with Livengood and once The 
Hive opened, she began classes 
there and started competing.

This season, there are four 
regional competitions around 
the country leading up to 
nationals. “We went to Eugene 
and Florida, and you don’t actu-
ally have to go in person, so we 
did that for Wisconsin, and we 

also did a Texas one,” Wilson 
said. “To compete to the next 
round for nationals, you have 
to score over a certain number 
of points and nationals this year 
is in Missouri so we’re going to 
that in June.”

For Wilson, although very 
excited about qualifying for the 
national competition in June, 
aerial is more than just com-
peting. “I just love going out 
there and practicing,” she said. 
“It’s just fun to go to The Hive 
and just practice and learn more 
stuff and getting the technique 
down and everything.”

Along with competing, 
Wilson participated in The 
Hive’s first ever showcase. This 
event held at the studio allowed 
students to show off what 
they’d learned in their classes 
to their peers and families.

The Hive Athletic Arts is 
more than just a studio. It’s a 
place of inclusivity where kids 
and adults alike have a space to 
exercise and have fun. With a 
variety of classes, events, and 
a competitive team, The Hive 
offers something for everyone 
and as Annie Wilson’s journey 
shows, it is also a place where 
passion and practice come 
together, helping students 
achieve their goals while having 
fun. With Bethany and Jen in 
the lead, The Hive continues to 
evolve, with plans to expand its 
class offerings and outreach in 
the coming months.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE HIVE ATHLETIC ARTS
Coach and The Hive co-owner Jen Livengood (center) with Annie Wilson (right) 
and the other aerial competitor from The Hive at one of the Aerialympics 
competitions.
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The Hive Athletic Arts 
provides youth and 
adults with a fun and 

inclusive place to 
exercise.

UPLIFTING Youth Through 
Aerial & Acrobatic Arts

 Annie Wilson
PHOTO COURTESY OF 
WENDY WILSON

W A class being 
taught at The Hive 
Athletic Arts studio.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE 

HIVE ATHLETIC ARTS

16011 SE Happy Valley Town Center Dr., 
Happy Valley, OR 97086

TERIYAKI

LUNCH SPECIALS 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM

MON-SAT 10:30 AM - 9:00 PM

DINE-IN or TAKE-OUT or CATERING

16011 SE Happy Valley Town Center Dr., 

VALID MONDAY - FRIDAY
VALID ONLY FOR
TERIYAKI PLATE, COMBINATION, 
YAKISOBA, HOUSE SPECIALS
VALID ONLY AT ICHI TERIYAKI NO. 21
(HAPPY VALLEY LOCATION)

Expires 06/30/24

THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING A 

LOCALLY OWNED 
BUSINESS!

• TERIYAKI PLATE • COMBINATION
• YAKISOBA • HOUSE SPECIALS

LUNCH SPECIALS 

RIVERMARK

CREDIT UNION

2023

5 YEARS IN A ROW!

10%

OPEN HOURS

12014 SE Sunnyside Road | Clackamas | 503-698-6900
In Sunnyside Marketplace | www.Sunnysideortho.com

Specializing in Children and Adults 
• Complimentary Exams

• Braces    •

Dr. Michael Brown, DMD, PC
Dr. Jonathan Yih, DMD, MS

Make a splash this summer 
with straight teeth! 

Free Rental Analysis at  
www.kerrpropertiesinc.com/

clackamas-property-management

Let us manage your single family homes, 
condominiums and small multiplexes

13255 SE 130th Ave. Ste. #700 
Happy Valley, OR. 97015.

503.388.5431

Clackamas 
Property 

Management Management Management 

What we do
• Marketing
• Screening

• Rental Collection
• Maintenance

• Financial
• Evictions
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A s the saying goes, “one man’s 
trash, is another man’s trea-
sure!” You’ll have plenty of 
opportunity to score treasures 

during the annual Happy Valley Garage 
Sale. Just imagine what you may find! Be 
sure to mark your calendars now so you 
don’t miss it!

Visit the Happy Valley Garage Sale 
page on Facebook for more event 
info! https://www.facebook.com/
HappyValleyGarageSale

Annual event held the last 
Friday-Sunday of June

Happy Valley 
Garage Sale 
June 28-30

DREAMSTIME

By JAMES KENNETH PRESLEY
For Pamplin Media Group

On a cold, damp Tuesday 
afternoon in May, 
Happy Valley Mayor 
Tom Ellis alongside 

community stakeholders dedi-
cated a long-awaited sculpture 
at Veteran’s Park. The sculpture, 
meant to honor those who have 
served our country, takes the form 
of a bronze eagle, standing over 
10-feet-tall with a wingspan of 
over 12-feet-tall. And while the 
weather was of inconvenience, it 
did not stop a crowd of about 100 
guests and invitees from attending 
its grand reveal.

“As a Coast Guard veteran I 
couldn’t be more thrilled than to 
have this in our city,” said Mayor 
Ellis, addressing a crowd made 
up of local veterans, members of 
the Parks Advisory Committee, 
Public Art Committee members, 
and others. “This is a testament 
to Happy Valley. We are honored 
to unveil this to all the men and 
women who have served our 
country.”

Ellis credits former Happy 
Valley Mayor and congresswoman 
Lori Chavez-DeRemer for the 
Veterans Park’s initial progress 
years ago and, with a recent 
grant from the Oregon Parks 
and Recreation Department in 
2022, the city has finally be able 
to complete the memorial with 
a sculpture that represents the 
honor, strength, and integrity of 
those who risked their lives for 
our freedom.

The sculpture itself is made up 
of many recognizable features of 
war, from artillery to machine 
guns to Navy tools to helmets. 
There’s even sand from Iwo Jima 
in the sculpture’s base. In fact, the 
sculpture’s artist, Travis Pond, 
was even able to include his 
grandfather’s shovel from World 
War II.

“I am overjoyed to be a perma-
nent part of this city,” Pond said. 
“I am honored to have won this 
opportunity to make a sculpture 
to embody and pay tribute to all 
American Veterans. It has been a 
lifelong standing dream of mine.”

The community stood in awe 
as the sculpture was revealed, 
stripping away its black curtain 
to reveal a magnificent piece of art 
that is as inspiring as it is heart-
breaking, almost giving those 
present a moment of unasked 
silence to reflect on all the sac-
rifices these wonderful veterans 
have made, hearing nothing but 
the sound of rain hitting their 
umbrellas.

“Happy Valley has done a great 
job setting up this park here,” says 
Chris Markesino, a Lieutenant 
Colonel for the Oregon National 
Guard. “I encourage anyone from 
the community or even outside 
to come take a walk here at the 
Veteran’s Park and see what good 
work has been done over these last 
few years.”

From the flags to the benches 
to this brand-new sculpture, all 
are encouraged to visit the park 
— now with an ADA-accessible 
ramp — to come to pay reverence 
and take in this beautiful sculp-
ture that will likely have you 
taking some time to marinate in 
all of its detailed intricacies.

“Here you’ll see some parts of 
a machine gun as well as some 
pulleys from lifting equipment,” 
says Pond. “The whole thing is 
tied down like you would see on a 
military boat. They all have pick-
and-pull points. You can even spot 
a canteen cup on the neck of the 
eagle. The process altogether took 
about nine months.”

Pond credits the assistance in 
acquiring these parts from the 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord and 
the National Guard, as well as his 
collection and donations from 
others.

A fitting poignant metaphor 
came from former Lake Oswego 
Mayor Jack Hoffman, who offered 
the following.

“What Travis (Pond) did is took 
individual pieces and melded them 
together into an operational unit 
that’s recognized and respected,” 
says Hoffman. “That’s what the 
military does. A group of thou-
sands of individuals that serve in 
different units but meld together 
to accomplish a singular purpose.”

Veterans Park is located at 
Happy Valley City Hall and open 
from dawn to dusk each day.

Art installation 
unveiling puts 
finishing touches on 
Veterans Park, many 
years in the making

Veteran’s Memorial Sculpture: 
“The Eagle Has Landed”

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY PHOTO
Local veterans admire the new sculpture up close, reflecting on shared history.

PMG PHOTO
Sculpture artist Travis Pond, Mayor Ellis, city councilors and veterans at the dedication of the Veterans Park dedication

nwpc.com   |   503.659.4988

WE’RE GROWING! 
New West Linn location

NOW OPEN!

We’re here for 
every member 
of your family.

Virginia Getz
Realtor

Managing Principal Broker
Licensed in OR #201208303 & WA #106313

I am a seasoned Real Estate Broker with over 10 years of experience, bringing a wealth of 
expertise to Buyers and Sellers in Clackamas, Multnomah, and Washington County areas, along 
with the surrounding neighborhoods. Specializing as both a Listing and Buyer’s Agent, as well as, 
working with fi rst time home buyers, VA buyers, relocation buyers, investors and others. 

Windermere Happy Valley
13255 SE 130th Ave. #400 , Happy Valley, OR 97015

Cell # 503-504-7476 • Offi ce # 503-658-2030
VirginiaGetzpdx@gmail.com

AGENTS?
Need A Change?
 Call Us Today!
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By EMMA DAVIS
Pamplin Media Group

H appy Valley Middle 
School’s Steve 
Oliver is more than 
just a teacher; he’s 

someone who is guiding young 
minds through the exciting 
ideas of media and technol-
ogy. With nearly two decades 
of experience, Oliver’s jour-
ney began at Round Middle 
School, eventually finding his 
home at Happy Valley Middle 
in 2009. Initially working as a 
social studies teacher, Oliver’s 
path moved toward innovation 
when he discovered his passion 
for incorporating technology 
into the classroom.

From piloting SMART boards 
to producing captivating class 
movies, his knack for blend-
ing education with creativity 
became apparent. This blend led 
to the beginning of the media 
arts classes at HVMS, where 
students explore videography, 
yearbook design, and even tech 
skills from an early age.

Oliver’s dedication goes 
beyond the curriculum; he cre-
ates community, empowering 
students to showcase their tal-
ents through the school’s weekly 
news show and annual year-
book. His classroom isn’t just a 

space for learning, but a place 
for inspiration, where students 
thrive under his teaching, trans-
forming into confident creators.

Oliver didn’t originally teach 
the media arts classes at HVMS; 
he started as a social studies 
teacher and had no professional 
background in photography. But 
one day in 2010, he picked up a 
DSLR camera and fell in love 
with the art medium.

Oliver wanted to experiment 
with technology in those classes 
with videos and the SMART 
board, adding creativity to 
social studies. “My assistant 
principal asked me if I wanted 
to pilot the SMART board and I 
enjoyed doing that,” Oliver said. 
“I made a movie about my class 
to show at the end of the year 
and a friend of mine in the build-
ing was teaching the media arts 
class at the time and I just had 
a ton of ideas.” He then helped 
design the introductory tech 
class for 6th graders and media 

arts for 7th and 8th graders.
After a little bit of time, the 

principal at the time had a 
vision that instead of a loud-
speaker announcement, there 
would be a video, mimicking a 
news show. “At first, it was just 
a teacher and a couple of kids 
would help out and they would 
do a minute and a half of reading 
announcements that teachers 
could access and show the kids 
every once in a while,” he said. 
“They had those kids make the 
new show and they didn’t have 
much instruction around it and 
then they made it a class.”

After the class’s original 
teacher retired, the following 
year Oliver ended up taking over 
the position. Ten years later, the 
show has moved from selective 
showings of the announcements 
to a schoolwide event. “At the 
beginning of the year, I help 
them out quite a bit and we do 
a lot of groups, but by now, the 
kids pretty much for the whole 

show,” he said. Five years ago, he 
added another class to his repo-
toire and became the yearbook 
advisor for the school. “It was a 
natural fit because I already had 
the cameras for the video

classes,” he said. Along with 
the news show, he records school 
concerts, sporting events and 
other events as well.

Although he finds joy in what 
he teaches, what is most reward-
ing to him is how these classes 
impact his students. “I enjoy 
that [the class] is kind of a bright 
spot in a lot of kids’ days,” Oliver 
said. “Being able to connect the 
subject that they really enjoy, 
it’s nice.”

As Oliver reflects on his 
journey, he finds fulfillment in 
witnessing his students’ growth, 
knowing that he’s making a 
lasting impact on their lives 
and even his own. “It’s pretty 
rewarding to have an audience 
every week for what you put 
together and it’s great to use 
that as a motivational kid,” he 
said. “They know that 1200 kids 
are going to watch the show on 
Monday, they take it seriously 
and produce something they can 
stand behind and they’re really 
proud of what they’ve done.”

With each project, each 
broadcast and each milestone 
reached, Oliver continues to 
shape the future of Happy Valley 
Middle School, teaching kids 
that they have a safe space to 
go where they can make things 
that they can look back on for 
years to come. “It’s probably 
why I keep doing it; because it’s 
a class community relationship 
based and I think it makes it all 
worthwhile.”

Diving into the 
world of student 
media classes with 
HVMS educator, 
Steve Oliver

Shaping Creative Minds
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Steve Oliver, behind the lens, picked up his love for photography in 2010
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Steve Oliver’s media class.
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This spring, more than 70 people attended an in-per-
son open house and more than 300 people shared their 
thoughts online about proposed goals for the Sunrise 
Corridor Community Visioning project. Community 
members also shared challenges and suggested ideas for 
improvements they would like to see in specific areas of 
the community. Project 
committees and technical 
staff will use the input to 
help identify actions and 
investments for the future 
of the Sunrise Corridor 
Community. Ideas include 
river access, housing, 
sidewalks, and other 
transportation infrastruc-
ture, as well as policies to support current residents and 
businesses.

The Sunrise Corridor Community is home to 7600 residents 
and over 14,000 employees working at hundreds of businesses 
in the area from I-205 east to SE 172nd between the Clackamas 
River and low hills of Happy Valley (along OR 212). Clackamas 
County, along with partners ODOT, Metro, Happy Valley, 
and community members are creating a shared vision for the 
future – for everyone in the area to thrive.

Visit the webpage to sign up for our email and learn more 
about upcoming meetings and events. www.clackamas.us/
sunrise

Hundreds of community 
members weigh in on goals

Sunrise Corridor 
Community 
Visioning

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
Sign up online by heading to www.clackamas.us/sunrise to learn more 
about this project.

HV Dance Academy NOW
OPEN!

Register now for your free trial class!

At Happy Valley Dance Academy, we’re offering a wide range of dance classes to meet the 
needs of our community. Something you’d like to see added to our list? Submit a request.

“Great dancers are not great because of their technique, they 
are great because of their passion.”- Martha Graham

14863 SE Oregon Trail Dr. Clackamas, OR 97015
360-909-3945 • www.happyvalleydanceacademy.com

Ballet • Lyrical • Hip Hop
Contemporary • Acrobatics 

• Ballroom • Jazz • Tap

HVDA is a high-quality dance studio dedicated to training 
all ages, including adults - where you come as you are, and 

do your best! Discover all of our studio’s offerings here

Call for initial
consultation
Happy Valley
office location 
Teleconferencing
available

tel: (503) 616 3113

10121 SE Sunnyside Rd, #329

Happy Valley, OR 97015

www.confluencelawcenter.com

TRUSTS, WILLS, 
PROBATE

ESTATE PLANS 

CUSTOMIZED TO YOU.

Confluence
Law Center

FREE
Benjamin Moore 8 oz. Color Sample

20% OFF
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Clackamas
High School

Adrienne C. 
Nelson HS

Scan for Easy Scheduling!

Now 
Plumbing 

Too!

Congrats, Olivia! Go Cavs!

Senior first baseman Olivia Wiggins went 
8/10 this week, with 7 RBI’s. An .800 
average, OPS 2.646, slg%: 1.800. She 
hit one single, five doubles, one triple and 
one homerun in this week alone. She hit 
the triple in the Beaverton game to put us 
up by one in the 7th inning. Her homerun 

put us back in the game against Hillsboro. Olivia is also an amazing 
teammate and incredibly coachable kid. 

Olivia Wiggins, 
Senior
Varsity Softball

Way to go, Noah! Go Hawks!

Noah has been a leader for us on 
and off the field. He is hitting .550 
at the plate and has been dominant 
on the mound for the Hawks with 
a 1.34 Era with a .138 batting 
average against him.

Noah Boria, 
Sophomore
Varsity Baseball
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comfortable since 1972

503-253-7789
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Congrats, Luke! Go Cavs!

Junior boys golfer Luke Clarizio birdied the 
18th hole at Rose City golf course to card 
a one-over-par 73 to win medalist honors 
in the Mt. Hood conference tournament 
hosted by Nelson High. Luke’s +1 round 
is his tournament low for his high school 
career so far. He is currently ranked #40 
in boys golf in the entire state. We are 

thrilled to see Luke’s progress as a golfer and more so as a young man. 

Luke Clarizio, 
Junior
Boys Golf

Way to go, Kai! Go Hawks!

Kai broke the 1500 M school record 
last week with a time of 4:13.89

Kai Miles, 
Senior
Varsity Boys Track & Field
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Congrats, Jessi! Go Cavs!

Jessi Tantog, a freshmen golfer, is the athlete of 
the week from Clackamas High School. She has 
been the individual medalist for every golf match 
so far this season, and easily leads the Mt. Hood 
Conference heading into the last week of matches, 
and then the district tournament next week. Last 
week she shot a 75 which was 14 strokes better 
than the second place competitor on a tough 
Columbia Edgewater course. She has quickly 
become a team leader both on and off the golf 

course, and has represented the golf program at school athletic meetings throughout this 
school year. Congratulations Jessi Tantog for being named Athlete of the Week!

Jessi Tantog, 
Freshman
Varsity Girls Golf
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Abby Nesmith is the Cavs Sunglow 
Athlete of the Week. She qualifi ed for the 
state meet by fi nishing second in the 300 
meter hurdles at the Mt. Hood District 
Track and Field Meet. She also fi nished 
seventh in the 100 meter hurdles and ran 
the fastest split on the team’s 4x400 meter 

relay. Abby has improved mightily in her fi rst ever hurdles season and 
established herself as one of the premier athletes in our conference. 

Abigail Nesmith,
Sophomore
Girls Track & Field

Congrats to Abby! Go Cavs!Clackamas
High School

Adrienne C. 
Nelson HS
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Go
hawks!

Freshman girls tennis player Emily Hoang 
is the Clackamas High SunGlow Athlete 
of the Week. Emily has played number 
one or two all year, and has lost just two 
matches against many of the best teams in 
the state. She is mature beyond her years, 
and has the team looking up to her. 

Emily Hoang,
Freshman
Girls Tennis

Congrats to Emily! Go Cavs!Clackamas
High School

Adrienne C. 
Nelson HS
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ATHLETES OF THE WEEK
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Go
hawks!

Clackamas sophomore Kruz Mogel is the 
Cav’s SunGlow Athlete of the Week. Kruz 
led Clackamas in its league meet against 
Reynolds and Adrienne Nelson, winning both 
the 400 and 4x400 meter relay en route to 
helping the Cavaliers secure an undefeated 
7-0 regular season record. He then placed 

second out of 33 runners in the 800 meters at the prestigious Dean Nice 
Invitational, which brings together some of the state’s best athletes. He also 
competed in the 4x4 relay, which fi nished second place out of 16 teams. 

Kruz Mogel
Sophomore
Boys Track

Congrats to Kruz! Go Cavs!
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Congrats, Luke! Go Cavs!

Junior boys golfer Luke Clarizio birdied the 
18th hole at Rose City golf course to card 
a one-over-par 73 to win medalist honors 
in the Mt. Hood conference tournament 
hosted by Nelson High. Luke’s +1 round 
is his tournament low for his high school 
career so far. He is currently ranked #40 
in boys golf in the entire state. We are 

thrilled to see Luke’s progress as a golfer and more so as a young man. 
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Congrats, Jessi! Go Cavs!

Jessi Tantog, a freshmen golfer, is the athlete of 
the week from Clackamas High School. She has 
been the individual medalist for every golf match 
so far this season, and easily leads the Mt. Hood 
Conference heading into the last week of matches, 
and then the district tournament next week. Last 
week she shot a 75 which was 14 strokes better 
than the second place competitor on a tough 
Columbia Edgewater course. She has quickly 
become a team leader both on and off the golf 

course, and has represented the golf program at school athletic meetings throughout this 
school year. Congratulations Jessi Tantog for being named Athlete of the Week!

Jessi Tantog, 
Freshman
Varsity Girls Golf
Jessi Tantog, a freshmen golfer, is the athlete of 
the week from Clackamas High School. She has 
been the individual medalist for every golf match 
so far this season, and easily leads the Mt. Hood 
Conference heading into the last week of matches, 
and then the district tournament next week. Last 
week she shot a 75 which was 14 strokes better 
than the second place competitor on a tough 
Columbia Edgewater course. She has quickly 

Jessi Tantog, 
Freshman
Varsity Girls Golf

--- Proudly Sponsored & locally 
owned by David & Dawn Golobay --- 

--- Proudly Sponsored & locally 
owned by David & Dawn Golobay --- 

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Proudly owned by Happy Valley residents David & Dawn Golobay

Go
hawks!

As a freshman, he has led our team in 
scoring average all season, he tied for 
7th place at districts, and earned 2nd 
Team All-League for the Mt. Hood Con-
ference. In addition, he has a 3.89 GPA.

Abraham Liu,
Freshman
Varsity Boys Golf

Congrats to Abraham! Go Hawks!Clackamas
High School

Adrienne C. 
Nelson HS
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Congrats, Olivia! Go Cavs!

Senior first baseman Olivia Wiggins went 
8/10 this week, with 7 RBI’s. An .800 
average, OPS 2.646, slg%: 1.800. She 
hit one single, five doubles, one triple and 
one homerun in this week alone. She hit 
the triple in the Beaverton game to put us 
up by one in the 7th inning. Her homerun 

put us back in the game against Hillsboro. Olivia is also an amazing 
teammate and incredibly coachable kid. 
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Go
hawks!

Anika Long shot a 9 hole 44 to lead the 
Hawks to a District Tournament Champi-
onship which solidifi ed Nelson as the Mt 
Hood Conference Champions. Anika was 
recognized as a 1st Team All-Conference 
golfer for the 2024 season.

Anika Long,
Senior
Varsity Girls Golf
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Go
hawks!

At the Panther Invitational, he placed 2nd 
in both the shot put and discus, earning 
16 points for the team. Riley is currently 
ranked 3rd in the shot; 46’5 and 4th in 
the discus; 148’2

Riley Le, 
Senior
Varsity Boys Track & Field

Congrats to Riley! Go Hawks!
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E very dad deserves to feel 
important on Father’s 
Day, so why not treat 
him to a day out on 

the town with some of Happy 
Valley’s best places. Here’s a 
guide to some of the best things 
to do and gifts to get.

Sah-Hah-Lee Golf Course
For golf enthusiasts, Sah-

Hah-Lee Golf Course is a 
must-visit. Known for its beau-
tiful, tree-lined fairways and 
challenging holes, this course 
offers a serene golfing experi-
ence. It’s a great place to spend a 
sunny afternoon with friends or 
family. The pro shop also offers 
a variety of golfing gear, making 
it an excellent spot to pick up a 
gift for the golf lover in your life.

Aerie at Eagle Landing
Another fantastic golfing 

destination is Aerie at Eagle 
Landing. This executive course 
features well-maintained greens 
and stunning views. It’s perfect 
for both beginners and expe-
rienced players looking for a 
quick round. The on-site club-
house offers stylish golf apparel 
and accessories, ideal for gift 
shopping.

Good Eats
Take a trip to The Wild 

West Smokehouse for the grill 
master kind of dad, located off 
Sunnyside at the Talbert Center 
next to Fuji’s. This brand-new 
smokehouse and grocery honor 
the exciting flavors of the Pacific 
Northwest while embracing the 
rich culinary traditions of the 

Slavic community; this isn’t 
your typical Texas or Carolina 
BBQ joint. Instead, it offers a 
unique culinary adventure that 
introduces the people of Happy 
Valley to a world of diverse and 
exciting flavors.

Shopping and Gifts
For nature-loving fathers, the 

Backyard Bird Shop offers a 
unique selection of bird feeders, 
birdhouses, and nature-themed 
gifts that can transform any 
backyard into a serene retreat. 
Additionally, local businesses 
such as Happy Valley Ace 
Hardware provide an array of 
tools and DIY kits perfect for 
the handyman dad, while the 
Happy Valley Farmers Market 
features artisanal goods and 
gourmet treats for the foodie 
father.

Clackamas River & 
Carver Adventure

Take dad out for the day to 
enjoy a plethora of options just 
down the road to while explor-
ing Carver and the Clackamas 
River, where there’s much to 
do just down the road! Fish, 
let the dogs have a swim or 
just sit and soak in the peace of 
the river at Carver Park. Enjoy 
breakfast at the Carver Cafe, 
celebrated site of filming for the 
movie Twilight. Build your own 
bloody mary at Shelly’s Echo 
Inn Bloody Mary Bar. Dive 
into a massive nacho on cooked 
a pizza pan bigger than your 
spare tire at the Carver Hangar. 
Grab a pint at the Rock Garden 
Tavern just on the south side of 
the bridge on your way up to 
Stone Cliff Inn for a steak or a 
rack of ribs for dad.

Carver is a great stop on the 
way out to or back in from rec-
reation along the Clackamas 
River Recreation corridor for 
activities such as kayaking or 
canoeing or fishing at North 
Fork Reservoir, hiking along 
the Clackamas River or a round 
of Disc Golf at Milo McIver 
State Park

Happy Valley offers a blend 

of outdoor activities, deli-
cious dining options, and fun 
experiences. Whether you’re 
a local resident or a visitor, 
there’s always something new 
to explore and enjoy. From golf-
ing at Sah-Hah-Lee and Aerie 
to discovering hidden treasures 
within Carver, there is plenty 
of things to make dad’s day 
special.

A guide to some of the best things to do and gifts to grab for the father figure in your life.

The beautiful sights of the Clackamas River.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BACKYARD BIRD SHOPBackyard Bird Shop

Indulge in a 
great 
breakfast 
at the 
Carver 
Cafe.

PHOTO 
COURTESY OF 
CARVER CAFE

PHOTO COURTESY OF SAH-HAH-LEE
The scenery at Sah-Hah-Lee Golf Course is a beautiful place to take dad for 
Father’s Day!

PHOTO COURTESY OF AERIE AT EAGLE LANDING
Enjoy a round of golf or mini golf Aerie at Eagle Landing.

C� ebrate
IN HAPPY VALLEY

City of Happy Valley

O n May 16, staff from the City of 
Happy Valley once again met 
with principals from the area’s 
schools as part of ongoing efforts 

to build relationships and discuss relevant 
happenings. For the past several years, the 
City has made it a priority to gather every 
few months during the school year to simply 

check in with local principals and share 
information. The hope is that through these 
meetings, both entities can help support one 
another and find ways to work efficiently and 
in the best interest of the City’s students.

Topics discussed often include school 
related traffic concerns, resources avail-
able through City departments, and 
ways to engage youth at a local level. 
Representatives from law enforcement, 
the Happy Valley Library, Happy Valley 
Parks and Recreation and other disciplines 
are also invited to share pertinent infor-
mation. Any principal from a school that 
serves students in the City of Happy Valley 
is invited and very much encouraged to 
attend.

City staff and principals talk 
about upcoming projects and 
partnership opportunities

City connects with local school principals

Principals from 
the City’s local 

schools met 
with 

representatives 
from the City to 

discuss topics 
like traffic 

safety and youth 
engagement.

CITY OF HAPPY 
VALLEY

City of Happy Valley

O n May 18, residents partici-
pated in the 45th Annual Fun 
Run, benefiting Happy Valley 
Elementary School. Over 400 

participants convened at Happy Valley 
Elementary to kick off three timed events 
– a kid’s dash, a 5K race, and a 10K race.

Coordinated by the Happy Valley 
Elementary PTO, this event helps raise 
funds for grade enrichment and educa-
tional programs, classroom stipends, 
general school needs and necessities, 
learning center needs, and everyday learn-
ing materials necessary for educational 
success.

Participants got a chance to run 
alongside neighbors and friends, and 
connect with staff and leaders from the 
City, Happy Valley Police Department, 
Clackamas Fire District #1, North 
Clackamas School District, and Happy 
Valley Parks and Recreation.

Community comes 
together to support local 
students

Fun Run raises funds and spirits for Happy Valley Elementary

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
The team from Happy Valley Parks & Recreation was at 
the ready with water and cheers as race participants 
passed the coveted hydration station.

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
And they’re off! Participants in the Happy Valley Fun Run take to the course.

City of Happy Valley

On Apr. 27, drivers 
throughout Happy Valley 
participated in the annual 
Car Care Clinic, pre-
sented by Happy Valley 
Parks and Recreation. The 
event aimed at empower-
ing drivers with essential 
maintenance skills and road 
safety tips was attended by 

a group of 20 individuals of 
all ages from new drivers to 
those looking to enhance 
their car care capabilities. A 
raffle giveaway also gifted 
one lucky teen driver an 
ArmorAll Ultimate Care 
Care Kit courtesy of our 
local AutoZone.

Partnering with industry 
experts, the clinic offered 

a comprehensive array of 
informative stations. From 
tire pressure and tread depth 
assessments, to decoding 
dashboard warning lights 
and learning to change a tire, 

drivers got an opportunity to 
foster valuable skills. Happy 
Valley Police additionally 
shared indispensable road 
safety tips and answered driv-
ers’ questions.

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the 2024 Car 
Care Clinic. Special thanks 
to our partners from Les 
Schwab Tire Centers, AAA, 
and the Happy Valley Police 

Department who helped 
make the Clinic a success by 
equipping members of the com-
munity with vital maintenance 
skills and fostering a culture of 
safety-conscious driving!

The annual event, 
organized by Parks 
and Recreation, 
helps drivers improve 
their confidence

Car Care Clinic equips drivers with essential maintenance and safety skills

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY PHOTOS
AAA assisted individuals in learning the essentials of vehicle upkeep.

Tire health is paramount to getting where you need to go. Les Schwab helped 
drivers assess treads and overall tire condition.
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Traveling the world can 
be an ambitious task that 
requires time, financial 
commitment, and organiza-
tion. If it weren’t for these 
daunting tasks then perhaps 
everybody would hop on a 
plane and travel to see some 
of the world’s most mesmer-
izing features. Luckily for us 
Happy Valley locals, there 
are plenty of small worldly 
flavors and experiences that 
are safely tucked in the nooks 
and crannies of our town . . . 
you just have to know where 
to look.

Mediterranean Grill, sand-
wiched in between Pete’s Coffee 
and Noodle Man, has been a 
Happy Valley staple for thirteen 
years, offering a special kind of 
menu that doesn’t come across 
your dining table very often. 
From tasty falafels to succulent 
kabobs to even creative pizzas, 
Mediterranean Grill is a labor 
of love that translates from an 
experienced as well as passion-
ate kitchen to the dining tables 
that await its glorious efforts, 
and it’s all thanks to owner Fadi 
Arnaout.

“They call me ‘Grandma’,” 
says Arnaout. “I am everybody 
here, from the cook to the waiter. 
It’s just me and my sister (Rose) 
who work here right now, aver-
aging about 115 to 120 hours a 
week.”

When you walk into 
Mediterranean Grill you are 
first greeted by two impres-
sive murals on both sides of the 
restaurant, one of Syria and the 
other of Greece, perhaps a nod 
to the variety of flavors from 

the Middle East that Arnaout 
is committed to sharing with his 
customers. However, his time in 
America is not lost on Arnaout, 
as he also offers delicious home-
made donuts on the weekend.

“I used to be a baker at 
Dunkin’ Donuts in the 90s,” 
says Arnaout. “All other recipes 
I learned from my mother.”

Arnaout then gave us a little 
bit of his own backstory, shar-
ing how he, while Lebanese, 
was actually born in Kuwait 
and was studying to be a com-
mercial pilot before issues in 
the East halted his progress. 
From there, Arnaout sought 

out the American dream, open-
ing Mediterranean Grill on 
September 11, 2011, after years 
at Dunkin’ Donuts.

“It’s been crazy from day one,” 
says Arnaout. “I have had over 
fifty-five employees in my time 
here but now it’s just my sister 
and I. She moved from Kuwait 
with her son seven years ago and 
since COVID we haven’t had 
any other employees besides us.”

Arnaout went on to dis-
cuss the restaurant, sharing 
how 70 percent of their busi-
ness is from take-out. Equally, 
Mediterranean Grill does quite 
a bit of catering, both in-house 

and away for different cele-
brations, from graduations to 
holiday parties to weddings.

“These are all handmade 
and homemade recipes,” says 
Arnaout. “I make all my own 
bread, all the meat is trimmed 
to perfection, everything is 
seasoned top notch. Food has 
a different philosophy for me. 
It represents a saying from my 
late father who always said ‘It 
doesn’t matter how rich you are 
or how poor . . . we’re all going 
to die one day. The only thing 
you’re going to take with you is 
whatever you ate and drank that 
day so always eat good food!’.”

After sharing a laugh, Arnaout 
delved into his menu a bit more.

“It has a Kuwaiti infusion to 
popular Middle Eastern food,” 
says Arnaout. “The falafel I 
make is different from any 
other falafel you’ll find. It’s 
the size of a baseball. Our sha-
warma, or gyro as some call it, 
is a foot long and weighs in at a 
pound. We also have a specialty 
pizza that has over 25 different 
spices. It’s a heavy pizza but 
delicious.”

Arnaout was even kind 
enough to bring out a sample 
of some of his most popular 
desserts, including a scoop of 

pistachio ice cream and a dark 
chocolate date cookie, both 
offering just enough sweetness 
to satisfy the craving for des-
sert without being too heavy to 
ruin the meal. The date cookie 
features, you guessed it, dates 
mixed with olive oil, walnuts, 
pistachio, and pure dark choc-
olate, both sugar-free and 
gluten-free.

However, with all of these 
wonderful and unique desserts, 
Arnaout credits the addition of 
the homemade donuts with why 
they’re still in business today.

“Once we added the donuts 
it changed the business and 
brought more attention to us,” 
says Arnaout. “We actually have 
a donut dedicated to the Happy 
Valley Moms with our special 
goat cheese filling and it’s one 
of our best sellers. The Happy 
Valley Dads actually got mad 
that we didn’t have a donut 
named after them, so of course 
we added one for them as well.”

Arnaout, in a surprise 
announcement, also shared 
with us some exclusive infor-
mation that he is in the final 
editing stages of his autobiog-
raphy, titled “The Power of His 
Bread: The Life Story of Fadi 
Arnaout,” expected to hit over 
30,000 bookstores across the 
nation in a few short months. 
Make sure to check it out! 
We got a sneak peek at some 
of his stories and let’s just say 
they’re as fascinating as they 
are personal.

Mediterranean Grill is open 
seven days a week, closing at 
8:00 p.m. on all nights but 
Tuesday, when the Grill closes 
at 4:00. Arnaout does recom-
mend that orders for larger 
parties please be phoned in 
ahead of time to help with the 
operations and to ensure that 
you’re not waiting too long for 
fresh, delicious food.

Get to know 
Mediterranean Grill

Mediterranean Grill: Feast in the Middle East

JAMES KENNETH PRESLEY
Owner Fadi Arnaout: Standing next to artwork created by his daughter

JAMES KENNETH PRESLEY
Inside Mediterranean Grill: Feast in the Middle East

By JAMES KENNETH PRESLEY 
For Pamplin Media Group

A long, boring drive can 
often be a defeating task, as 
we sit there in the still traffic 
during busy hours attempting 
to find the right 
song or podcast 
to get us through 
this four-wheeled 
burden. However, 
if your route 
includes a drive-by 
of the Happy 
Valley Community 
Church, located 
at the corner of 
129th and King 
Road, then you’ve 
likely seen their unique reader 
board sign, offering you more 
to ponder than just what your 
future lunch order will be.

Happy Valley Community 
Church, located across the street 
from the Happy Valley Firehouse, 
first planted its flag in Happy 
Valley well over 100 years ago, 
offering generations of patrons 
words and teachings of kindness 
and love since the moment they 
first opened their doors. That 
being said, the church itself can 
only comfortably fit around 120 
guests, which is perhaps why one 
specific stakeholder felt inspired 
to see just how far the good word 
could reach in the community 
from their modest church.

“I had a secretary, Stephanie 
Frentress, who was here for 
a long time,” says Pastor Jim 
Steele, who spent some time with 
us to discuss the importance of 
their reader board sign. “She 
had the knack to use her words 
in such a kind way to communi-
cate hope and love. She was also 
responsible for the reader board. 
For her it was a ministry, wanting 
to communicate both God’s love 
and hope . . . with the occasional 
joke.”

Pastor Jim, who has served as 
the Pastor for the Happy Valley 
Community Church for over 
twenty years, spent some time 
disclosing the responsibility of 
overseeing the reader board since 
Frentress’s departure a year ago.

“Stephanie did such a great 
job of updating the reader board 
weekly to reflect not only mes-
sages but also events and things, 
such as birth announcements, 
that I knew once she left that I 
needed to build a resource for 
different messages,” says Pastor 
Jim. “I started to pull things from 
books, online, publications that 
go back to the 70s, really anything 
that pops out I keep in my notes 
for applicable times and holidays. 
We’re just communicating things 
that are already out there in the 

world.”
Pastor Jim highlights how the 

readerboard typically changes 
every Tuesday but is fluid to cer-
tain current events or surprise 
announcements, giving those 
taking the backroads home 

from work, those 
picking up their 
children from 
school, and, yes, 
those stuck in the 
non-stop construc-
tion on King road 
a chance to take in 
that week’s partic-
ular message.

“It’s been a 
fantastic tool to 
communicate to 

the community hope, humor, and 
truth in love,” says Pastor Jim.

As fate would have it, right 
in the middle of our interview 
with Pastor Jim, a friend of the 
church, Laura Ice, who recently 
moved to Happy Valley a couple 
of years ago from Hawaii offered 
her services to Pastor Jim to help 
change both sides of the sign 
every Tuesday.

“I think it cheers people up and 
lifts their spirits,” says Ice. “It’s 
important, but I know Pastor Jim 
is busy so I wanted to help in any 
way I could.”

That being said, the power of 
the reader board and its clever 
messages have noticeably reached 
others in the community beyond 
those who attend Sunday mass.

“I just recently got in the mail 
a card from someone in the com-
munity and in that card they 
wrote a letter that was a pleas-
ant surprise,” says Pastor Jim. “It 
read, while this person wasn’t a 
churchgoer, how the readerboard 
inspires him and often ‘makes my 
day’.”

The card also featured a sur-
prisingly generous contribution 
to the church.

Equally as surprising, Pastor 
Jim notes how he received a call 
last October from a woman who 
asked what the previous message 
was on the sign before it had 
been taken down. Turns out, this 
woman has friends in Germany 
and she translates these weekly 
messages into German and sends 
these messages to them as they 
too spread these inspirational 
phrases in their community.

“We’ve gone international,” 
jokes Pastor Jim. “I thought that 
was so cool!”

While these inspirational 
messages are the point of much 
positive conversation in the com-
munity, Pastor Jim did note how 
there has been, albeit very rare, 
the odd occasion where the sign 
stirs a bit of chaos, specifically a 
message from years back that read 

“Honk if you love Jesus!”
“Half the people can’t read the 

message because it’s only on one 
side,” says Pastor Jim. “The other 
half don’t know why they’re being 
honked at and given that it’s at 
a three-way stop it caused some 
problems, so we ultimately took 
it down early.”

Now, one thing Pastor Jim 
hopes to avoid amidst all this 
construction work is having to 
temporarily take down the sign 

in full, given that it’s already 
standing on just a ledge thanks 
to a large digging project. That 
being said, there are contin-
gency plans should there be a 
short pause, as Pastor Jim says 
that there is another sign in the 
basement that can even light up 
so people can get inspired during 
the night.

It’s amazing what advice this 
community can offer you . . . even 
when you aren’t looking for it.

Happy Valley Community Church 
brings inspiration to those driving by

Community Church Inspires Passing Neighbors

“It’s been a 
fantastic tool to 
communicate to 
the community 
hope, humor, and 
truth in love.” 

—  Pastor Jim

PHOTOS BY: JAMES KENNETH PRESLEY
In all its glory: This readerboard sign changes every Tuesday

Happy Valley Community Church: A cherished relic of the city

CITY OF HAPPY VALLEY
The countdown is on to the 2024 Happy Valley summer happenings! Summer 
Concerts will be here before you know it.

City of Happy Valley

Get ready to celebrate another season of fun in the 
sun, right here, in Happy Valley!

4th of July Family Festival
Thursday, July 4
Check out page 11 for all the details!

The day-long festival starts with a morning hike by the 
Happy Valley Hikers, followed by a community parade. At 
Happy Valley Park, visitors can enjoy live music, carnival 
games, inflatables, food vendors, and a beer garden. The 
event concludes with a top-notch fireworks display. Entry 
and most activities are free.

Concerts in the Valley
Thursday nights, July 11-Aug. 22

Enjoy free, festival-style concerts at Happy Valley Park. 
Bring a blanket or lawn chairs and relax near the Gazebo, 
with a splash pad and play area nearby. Food, beer, and wine 
are available for purchase. 

Kids can have fun in the Happy Zone with crafts, games, 
and activities.

National Night Out Extravaganza
Activities begin Monday, Aug. 5

National Night Out celebrates our city, residents, and first 
responders with a multi-day event featuring neighborhood 
block parties, a park concert, and family activities focused on 
safety and community connections. 

Meet local law enforcement and learn more about dedi-
cated policing services in Happy Valley and the Public Safety 
Levy!

Summer events are coordinated by Happy Valley Parks 
and Recreation. Be sure to follow then on Facebook and 
head to happyvalleyor.gov/parks for all the latest when it 
comes to event information and concert schedules.

Make plans now to attend 
these highly anticipated 

community events

Get ready for 
summer fun
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Let’s Hike! 
Join the Happy Valley 

Hikers for a casual walk, 
meeting at Village Green 
Park. Registration is not 
required, but RSVP at go.lincc.org/hvRSVP to get an email 
reminder and let us know you’ll be there! 

HAPPY VALLEY LIBRARY
13793 S.E. SIEBEN PARK WAY, HAPPY VALLEY, OR  97015 | 503-783-3456 | WWW.HAPPYVALLEYOR.GOV/LIBRARY

JUNE 2024 LIBRARY EVENTS
Due to construction impacts, storytimes, Mah Jongg, and regular monthly programs will be on break until the fall.

Programs 
 Due to construction impacts, storytimes, Mah Jongg, and regular monthly 

programs will be on break until the fall. Be sure to check out other fun programs 
happening in Village Green Park, Damascus Centennial Park, and Happy Valley 
Park, provided by your library. 

All Ages Programs 

Taralon 
Wednesday, June 12, 2 p.m. 

HV Library-Taralon is a casual walk from the library, over to Taralon and through 
Sieben Park. Easy hike with minor elevation changes, 2.0 miles. Should be fine 
for all abilities, moderately paced and OK for kids, dogs and strollers. Hiking 
shoes recommended, as some trails are gravel.  

South Side 
Saturday, June 29, 9 a.m. 

HV Library-Stroll on the South Side is a casual walk from the library, south  
along a number of “hidden trails” and back through the food carts. Moderate hike 
with a couple of modest hills, some a little longer, 2.3 miles. 

Tie Dye Fun! 
Saturday, June 22 
For Adults, 10:30 a.m.    
For Tweens/Teens (ages 10-18), 1 p.m. 
Get ready to tie dye in the park! 
The library will provide a choice of 
items to tie dye. Participants are also 
welcome to bring an additional item 
(natural white materials work best) to 
dye. Space is limited so registration is 
required (go.lincc.org/hvregister). 

LIBRARY CALENDAR

The Happy Valley Library 
invites all ages (babies, kids, 
teens, and adults!) to partic-
ipate in the Summer Reading 
Program. Come into the 
library to pick up a reading log 
to start tracking your reading. 

Kids and teens read for at least 
20 minutes a day on 24 separate 
days. Audiobooks count! And 
so does being read or sung to if 
you’re age five or younger. Turn 
in your reading record in August 

for a free book. 
The popular Book BINGO 

is returning for adults! Read 
different types of books to get 
a BINGO for a chance to win 
prizes. Sign up to get a BINGO 
card on your next visit to the 
library. Book BINGO will also be 
available in Spanish.  

Stay tuned for summer pro-
gramming including crafts and 
games for kids and teens in area 
parks, concerts, and hikes. 

Find out more at go.lincc.
org/hvsummerreading.  

Teen Read for a Cause 
Teen Read for a Cause contin-

ues for a third summer, thanks to 
the generosity of The Friends of 
the Library and the hard work 
of the Library Teen Advisory 
Board! The Friends of Happy 
Valley Library are donating $5 
for every teen summer reading 
finisher up to $1000. The Teen 

Advisory Board researched and 
selected two charities to consider 
for support: Ant Farm, a local 
program supporting at-risk 
teens, and the North Clackamas 
Family Support Center, provid-
ing food and clothing pantries to 
area families. When teens finish 
their reading record, they will 
get to vote for which charity 
they would like their reading to 
support.  Get reading teens – it’s 
for a good cause! 

Summer Reading is happening now at the Library! 

Let’s go! Join the Happy Valley Hikers for two casual walk events, departing 
from the Library.

Dive into a 
book, or two, 
or three! 
Participate in 
the Summer 
Reading 
program and 
earn some 
great prizes. 

Sign up for one of our tie dye events later this 
month and add a splash of color to your day!

Over 400 entries were sub-
mitted in this 
year’s annual 
Library 
Bookmark 
Contest. 

Staff care-
fully reviewed 
them and 
selected 34 
favorites to 
print, from toddler to senior 
artists. 

You can see a full gallery 
of the entries at go.lincc.org/
hvbookmarks. Stop by the 
Happy Valley Library to pre-
view the winners and pick up a 
printed copy of your favorite.

Looking for some-
thing good to read this 
summer? 

Whether relaxing 
by the pool or on your 
comfiest couch, check 
out these reads for 
the ultimate summer 
experience.  

You can find 
more summer read-
ing suggestions on 
the library web-
site: go.lincc.org/
hvsummerbooks. 

Bookmark contest a hit! 

SUMMER READING 
Be sure to pick up one of this year’s winning bookmarks the next time you visit the Happy Valley Library. 

Having trouble finding the perfect summer read? Check out some suggestions by our librarians!

The main doors to the library closed beginning 
Monday, June 3 and continue to remain off limits 
throughout the summer. 

During this time, library patrons will need to use the 
alternate entrance that leads to the current community 
room. Patrons can find this entrance located near the 
roundabout on Oregon Trail Dr. This space will serve 
as the library’s temporary lobby, where you will find 
self-check outs, a return box, and front desk staff ready 
to assist. 

These temporary changes to where you can enter and 
exit the building are necessary during the next phase 

of construction for the library’s major makeover. The 
expansion project will add more space and features for 
our community to enjoy, including study rooms and a 
300-person community room. Regrettably, this interim 
arrangement won’t allow this area to be used for pro-
grams or studying while the main entrance is shut. 

The Happy Valley Library team recognizes this 
change may be inconvenient for some visitors to 
the library, but rest assured, library staff aim to help 
keep things running as smoothly as possible and are 
very much looking forward to welcoming you to the 
expanded library this coming fall. 

(Temporary) Entrance Update! 
The library’s 
main 
entrance to 
shift 
temporarily 
during the 
next phase of 
construction.

Drywall installation is underway in 
the new addition’s basement, while 
mechanical, electrical, plumbing, and 
fire sprinkler setups are progressing on 
both floors. The stairs are framed, and 
openings into the existing library building 
have been demolished.

Additionally, the Roof Top Unit, a type 
of HVAC system, has been replaced on 
the existing library building, and an Air 
Handling Unit has been installed in the 
basement. Crews are also continuing to 
drywall the first floor and have begun 
installing window frames.

The library will continue to remain 
open throughout the construction process, 
though some interruptions and/or tem-
porary closures or reduced hours may be 
necessary from time to time. Most notably 
the library’s main entrance will temporarily 
shift to the side door. Completion of the 
library expansion project is anticipated in 
Fall 2024. Be sure to check out the cover 
page of this issue to learn more about how 
you can be part of helping bring this project 
to fruition. You can also learn more about 
the expansion project online at  or by scan-
ning the QR code with your smart device.

 Things are starting to shape 
up as drywall is installed.

Crews work to prep and install mechanical and plumbing setups.

Library expansion construction UPDATE Construction for the library’s 
expansion project continues.
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City of Happy Valley

The final phase of the Superblock project includes the addition of curbs, sidewalks, and 
street improvements such as streetlights between Regina Ct. and 132nd. Work will also include 
undergrounding power, construction of a stormwater detention facility, and improvements to 
the Mt. Scott Creek Bridge. 

In February, residents likely noticed crews from NW Natural on site as they worked to relocate 
the gas line. Preparatory work fully commences this month as crews tend to general utility work 
and begin construction of the stormwater system on King Road. Mt. Scott Bridge improvements 
and construction of the stormwater detention facility will take place in conjunction with the 
stormwater system installation. 

Undergrounding of utilities is anticipated to take place late spring/summer 2024, followed by 
paving and creating the final segment connections. Project is anticipated to be fully completed 
in winter of 2024. Two-way traffic on King Road will be maintained throughout the course of 
the project, though some minor delays are anticipated.

Learn 
more about 
Superblock 
Phase 3 efforts 
on King Rd.

Road construction progress report

 Superblock construction continues.

By JACKSON NAUGLE
Pamplin Media Group

Sophomore Kinsley 
Juliano was crowned the 
first track and field state 
champion in Adrienne C. 
Nelson school history at 
Hayward Field on Friday, 
May 17, vaulting 12 feet, 4 
½ inches to steal the 6A girls 
pole vault title.

“It’s crazy. I did not expect it, 
honestly,” Juliano said. “I was 
honestly hoping to finish in the 
top three. I mean, this is my first 
year vaulting at state and my 
second year at state.”

Juliano battled B Genduso 
of Century up to 11-05.25, but 
Genduso failed to clear 11-08 
while the Nelson sophomore 
cleared three more heights to 
top her personal best by nearly 
a foot.

“Just lots of practice,” Juliano 
said of her swift ascension. 
“Staying late after everyone 
else has left just to get my reps 
and work done.”

It was a mild upset for Juliano 
on Friday, who entered the field 
as the No. 2 seed behind only 
Genduso, whose season best 
stood seven inches taller than 

Juliano’s until the tides turned 
at Hayward Field.

“I was on a lot bigger poles 
than I normally am,” Juliano 
said. “Just trying new ones. It 
was really fun.”

With the victory, Juliano 
picked up 10 team points for 
the Hawks, who finished sixth 
as a group on the girls side.

“It’s been great,” Juliano 
said. “Being concerned last 
year, I didn’t even want to do 
track when I started, but my 
mom was like ‘I signed you up, 
you’re doing it,’ and now I love 
it so much.”

Alongside the history-etch-
ing performance of Juliano, 
fellow sophomore Simone 
Sideris finished fourth in the 
300 meter hurdles with a time 
of 45.08 seconds, while sopho-
more Molly Harrison took sixth 
in the 400, running 57.33.

Meanwhile, freshman Ava-
Lane Floyd finished fifth in 
the long jump with a leap of 
17-07, while Juliano also took 
sixth in the triple jump, travel-
ing 36-3.50 to add three more 
points for the Hawks.

On the boys side, senior Riley 
Le took eighth in the discus 
throw with a toss of 139-10.

Juliano vaulted 12 feet, 4 1/2 inches 
to take the 6A girls crown on Friday

Sophomore pole vaulter Kinsley Juliano 
brings home Nelson’s first track and field title

PMG PHOTO: RALEIGH EMERSON
Nelson sophomore Kinsley Juliano celebrates after completing a pole vault during the 2024 OSAA Track and Field State Championship at Hayward Field on Friday, 
May 17.

Keep FOG Out  
of Your Pipes!
Fats, oils and grease (FOG) are found in everyday foods 
and food ingredients such as meat, fish, butter, cooking oil, 
mayonnaise, milk, gravies, sauces and food scraps. If poured 
down the sink drain or into your garbage disposal, FOG can 
build up over time by sticking to the insides of sewer pipes. 
This could eventually cause an expensive sewer backup into 
your home or the public wastewater system. You can help 
prevent sewer backups by following these simple steps:
� Pour cooled fats, oils and grease into a covered, disposable 

container and toss it into the trash instead of down sink drains.

� Soak up remaining FOG with paper towels and place it in the trash.

� Scrape food scraps into your compost or trash before washing dishes 
or loading the dishwasher.

� Use sink strainers to catch any remaining food waste while 
washing dishes.

Clackamas Water Environment Services produces clean water, protects water 
quality and recovers renewable resources. We do this by providing wastewater 
services, stormwater management, and environmental education. It’s our job to 
protect public health and support the vitality of our communities, natural 
environment, and economy.

Learn more at clackamas.us/wes/education




