Identifying Invasive Plants in Happy Valley

To help landowners and homeowners recognize and remove
harmful vegetation, the City of Happy Valley has transformed
our Nuisance Plant List into a visual gallery. While this gallery LEARNIMORE AND

doesn't include every invasive species found in our areq, it GET INVOLVED:

highlights some of the most frequently spotted culprits.
What Are Invasive Plants?

Invasive plants are non-native species that spread aggressively,
causing environmental or economic harm. Some were introduced
intentionally—for erosion control or as ornamental landscaping—
while others arrived by accident, hitching rides on vehicles,
boats, goods shipments, or even on the soles of our shoes.

Why Are They a Problem?

Without their natural predators or environmental checks, invasive
plants can grow unchecked in new environments. They thrive in
disturbed areas where native vegetation has been removed, and
soil is left bare. With recent development and land disturbance
across Happy Valley, these opportunistic species are finding
plenty of room to grow—and spread.

Help Protect Our Ecosystems

Explore our gallery to learn which plants to watch for and remove.
By staying informed and taking action, you can play a vital role in
preserving our local landscapes and biodiversity.

Invasive Plants and Wildfire Risk

In recent years, climate change has brought more frequent and severe
wildfires and drought conditions. Many invasive plant species
contribute to this threat by increasing both the risk and intensity of
wildfires. These plants often form dense thickets and continuous layers
of dry ground fuels, which can allow fires to spread quickly, especially
through forest understories and open spaces.

As part of Happy Valley’s wildfire mitigation strategy, the city is
prioritizing the removal of noxious and invasive vegetation. Targeted
efforts in open spaces are crucial, where these plants often dominate
disturbed areas and pose a significant fire hazard.

By addressing these fire-prone species, we can better protect our
natural landscapes, neighborhoods, and public safety.

City of Happy Valley Nuisance Plant List
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https://www.happyvalleyor.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/LDC-Appendix-A-Happy-Valley-Plant-List-Effective-6.16.22.pdf
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https://www.oregon.gov/oda/weeds/oregon-noxious-weeds/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/weeds/oregon-noxious-weeds/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/weeds/oregon-noxious-weeds/Pages/default.aspx
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