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City of Happy Valley

Happy Valley is getting a new park, and you’re 
invited to celebrate its grand opening! 

Located east of 145th Avenue and Scouters Moun-
tain Road, the new neighborhood park will feature an 
all-abilities playground, a mobility charging station, a 
tennis/pickleball court, a picnic shelter, restrooms and 
walking trails. Additionally, there will be a dog park 

for Happy Valley’s furriest residents.
The grand opening for the park will take place on 

Tuesday, Aug. 11, from 10 a.m. until noon at 10478 
S.E. Hornaday Avenue. The City’s Parks and Recre-
ation staff will be on hand with the RecMobile to offer 
fun programming and activities for kids. Mayor Tom 
Ellis, members of the city council and city staff will 
kick off the event with a ribbon-cutting celebration. 

The Scouters Mountain Neighborhood Park, like 

all parks in Happy Valley, will be maintained thanks 
to the Happy Valley Parks Levy. The levy, which is 
voted on by Happy Valley residents every five years, 
supports park maintenance, recreational programming 
and community events within the city. 

All residents are welcome to attend the grand 
opening and enjoy Happy Valley’s newest park! 
Find more information on the City’s website: 
happyvalleyor.gov.

Scouters Mountain Neighborhood Park
You are invited to join us August 11 to celebrate the new all-abilities playground and more

LizBeth Abbott
Oregon Principal Broker
• Residential
• Commercial
• Business Coach
• 32 years of real estate experience

Do you want to know 
your home’s value?

503-757-1869
LizBeth@treecityhomes.com
www.treecityrealestate.com

Do you want to know 

City of Happy Valley

Mark your  ca l -
e n d a r s  f o r 
Thursday, Aug. 
6, as Happy Val-

ley Park hosts National Night 
Out: First Responders Night. 
The evening brings neighbors 
together while celebrating the 
people who help keep our com-
munity safe every day.

This year, the event moves to 
Thursday evening to align with 
Happy Valley’s popular Sum-
mer Concert Series, creating 
an evening filled with commu-
nity spirit, family fun, and live 
entertainment.

Throughout the evening, res-
idents will have the chance 
to meet members of the Hap-
py Valley Police Department, 
Clackamas County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Clackamas Fire Dis-
trict #1, and other community 
organizations. It’s an opportu-
nity to put faces to the people 
who serve our community, ask 
questions, explore emergency 
vehicles, and learn more about 
the programs and resources 

By EMMA DAVIS
For the Happy Valley News

The Happy Valley Farmers Market is 
celebrating a milestone season. Now in 
its 15th year, the market has grown to 
more than 150 vendors on many Satur-
days and recently earned a Best of the 
Rose City 2025 award, highlighting 
its continued growth and community 
support.

As the market reaches the midway 
point of the season, Market Manag-
er Jamie El-Kahl said the momentum 
hasn’t slowed. Continued growth, new 
vendors and upcoming seasonal events 
have made 2026 one of the market’s 
strongest years yet. 

“This is our 15th season, and it’s 
been one of our best yet,” El-Kahl said. 
“Every Saturday the market just keeps 
growing.”

One of the biggest developments this 
season has been the market’s continued 
growth. On many Saturdays, the Happy 
Valley Farmers Market now welcomes 
more than 150 vendors — the largest 
lineup in its 15-year history, giving shop-
pers an even broader selection of local 
farms, food vendors, artisans and special-
ty products. 

“It’s something I’m really proud 
of,” El-Kahl said. “When I started the 

New season, New milestones 
A monumental season has brought new vendors, new recognition and new reasons to visit the Happy Valley Farmers Market

See NNO / A3

See MARKET / A2

Meet officers from the Happy Valley Police Department at this year’s National Night Out event.

CONNECTING THE COMMUNITY 
through National Night Out

The annual event will take place at Happy Valley Park

The market welcomes all patrons and visitors, both new and regulars.

GRAND OPENING!
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market 15 years ago, I nev-
er imagined we’d grow to this 
size.” For El-Kahl, the milestone 
represents more than the num-
ber of vendors at the market. “It 
shows that people truly believe 
in shopping local and that small 
businesses see value in being 
part of our market,” she said.

As the market has expanded, 
organizers have continued add-
ing new experiences designed 
to make each visit more enjoy-
able for shoppers and families 
alike. In addition to an updat-
ed layout, visitors will find 
more seating, live music and a 
growing selection of specialty 
vendors and foods throughout 
the season. 

“ We ’ v e  a l s o  c o n t i n u e d 
improving the layout, adding 
more seating, live music, and 
making the market an even bet-
ter experience for families,” 
El-Kahl said. “We always look 
for ways to make each visit bet-
ter than the last.”

The larger market has also 
created more opportunities for 
visitors to discover something 
new each week. Along with 
returning favorites, this sea-
son’s lineup includes new food 
vendors, local farms, artists and 
specialty food businesses, as well 
as gluten-free, vegan and sug-
ar-free baked goods. “You can 
honestly come every Saturday 
and discover something differ-
ent,” El-Kahl said. “That’s one 
of my favorite things about the 
market. There’s always a reason 
to come back.”

The Happy Valley Farmers 
Market was also recently named 
Best of the Rose City 2025, add-
ing another milestone to its 15th 
season. For El-Kahl, the recog-
nition carried special meaning.

“It was such an honor,” El-
Kahl said. “That award really 
belongs to our vendors, staff 
and our customers. Without all 
of them, none of this would be 

possible.” She said the recogni-
tion was especially meaningful. 
“It reminded us that all the hard 
work over the last 15 years has 
truly made a difference in our 
community, and we’re incredibly 
grateful for that recognition,” 
she said.

Beyond the market’s mile-
stones ,  El -Kahl  sa id  the 
community’s response has been 
equally rewarding. “The support 
has honestly been overwhelming 
in the best way. Every week we 
see familiar faces along with lots 
of first-time visitors,” El-Kahl 
said. “People tell us they love 
the atmosphere, the variety, and 
that it feels more like a commu-
nity gathering than just a place 
to shop. That’s exactly what 
we’ve always hoped to create.”

Although the market is well 
into its season, there’s still 
plenty ahead for visitors before 
the year comes to a close. “We 
still have a lot of great Satur-
days ahead!” El-Kahl said.

The market’s annual sched-
ule extends well beyond its 
regular summer season, with 
s e v e r a l  s i g n a t u r e  e v e n t s 
planned through the fall and 
into the winter.  Organiz-
ers are already preparing for 
the transition from week-
ly Saturday markets to their 
seasonal celebrations, giving 
visitors additional opportuni-
ties to shop local throughout 
the remainder of the year.

After the regular season, the 
market will transition into hol-
iday mode with its various 
and popular markets. “We’ll 
roll right into some of our big-
gest seasonal events,” she said. 
“Including our Halloween Mar-
ket on October 31, our Harvest 
Market on November 21st, and 
our Holiday Market on Decem-
ber 19th and 20th.” 

This year’s Halloween Mar-
ket falls on Halloween itself, 
creating an opportunity for a 
few extra surprises. “Being it’s 

on Halloween, we do have some 
fun things in store and will be 
announced closer to the event.”

The market’s seasonal cal-
endar will conclude with the 
Holiday Market before return-
ing with its Indoor/Outdoor 
Winter Market in early 2027.

With weekly markets con-
tinuing through the season and 
additional events planned into 

the winter, the Happy Valley 
Farmers Market shows no signs 
of slowing down, as it already 
looks ahead to next year.

“If you’ve never been to the 
Happy Valley Farmers Mar-
ket, we’d love to welcome you,” 
El-Kahl said. “Come spend a 
Saturday with us, you’ll quick-
ly see why so many people make 
us part of their weekly routine.”

Market
 ■ From Page A1

PHOTOS BY JAMIE EL-KHAL/CONTRIBUTED
TOP: Since the market’s first season, many vendors have been added to the lineup of 
various goods to share with the community.
ABOVE: The market welcomes all patrons and visitors, both new and regulars.

TOP: Since the market’s first season, many vendors have been added to the lineup of 
various goods to share with the community.
ABOVE: Since the market’s first season, many vendors have been added to the lineup of 
various goods to share with the community.
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City of Happy Valley

The City of Happy Valley has 
taken proactive steps to protect 
City-owned ash trees from the 
emerald ash borer, an invasive 
beetle that kills ash trees. 

While emerald ash borer bee-
tles have not been detected 
within Happy Valley, they have 
been detected in several Oregon 
counties,  including Clacka-
mas. By treating trees before 
they become infested, City staff 
hope to preserve tree health and 
reduce future safety risks. 

Ash trees play an important 
role in Happy Valley’s parks, 
streetscapes and natural areas. 
They provide shade, improve air 
quality, reduce stormwater run-
off and contribute to the beauty 
of our community. Unfortunate-
ly, once emerald ash borer infests 
a tree, it is often fatal. The treat-
ment deployed by City staff 
helps protect the trees from 
future infestations and can sig-
nificantly extend the life of 
healthy trees while minimiz-
ing impacts to the surrounding 
environment. This proactive 
approach is consistent with rec-
ommendations from the Oregon 
Department of Forestry and 
reflects strategies being adopt-
ed by communities across the 
region.

The City also encourages 

residents to help slow the spread 
of emerald ash borer by follow-
ing a few simple practices:

 ■ Don’t move firewood or ash 
wood outside of quarantine areas.

 ■ Learn to recognize ash trees 
and the signs of emerald ash borer 
damage.

 ■ Report suspected infesta-
tions to the Oregon Invasive 
Species Online Hotline by visit-
ing oregoninvasiveshotline.org.

 ■ Consult a certified arbor-
ist if you have ash trees on your 
property and want to discuss 
treatment options.

W h i l e  e m e r a l d  a s h 

borer cannot be eliminated 
once it becomes established, 
taking action now can help pre-
serve healthy trees, maintain 
our urban canopy and reduce 
the long-term costs associated 
with removing dead or hazard-
ous trees. Residents interested 
in learning more about emerald 
ash borer, identifying ash trees, 
or protecting trees on private 
property can visit: oregoninva-
sivespeciescouncil.org

Together, proactive planning 
and community awareness can 
help protect Happy Valley’s 
trees for future generations.

City takes proactive steps to protect 
ash trees from invasive beetle

available to local families.
Families can also take part in a 

special Safety Passport activity. Kids 
who visit each safety booth and complete the interac-
tive activities can have their passport marked at each 
stop. Once their passport is complete, they can return 
it to the City booth to redeem a prize—a fun way to 
encourage exploration while learning valuable safety 
tips along the way.

National Night Out is about more than an evening 
in the park. Strong neighborhoods are built through 
relationships, and getting to know your neighbors and 
local first responders helps create a safer, more connect-
ed community for everyone.

While exploring the event, you can settle in with deli-
cious food and beverages available for purchase from 
local vendors and enjoy live music from Slicker, a high-
energy six-piece country rock band performing country 
favorites and crowd-pleasing hits spanning the decades.

We hope you’ll spend the evening with us as we 
celebrate community, strengthen neighborhood connec-
tions, and enjoy one of the summer’s highlights together.

NNO 
 ■ From Page A1

STAY IN THE KNOW
RECEIVE CITY NEWS, IMPORTANT ALERTS, AND OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS BY TEXT OR EMAIL.RECEIVE CITY NEWS, IMPORTANT ALERTS, AND OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS BY TEXT OR EMAIL.

WWW.HV.CITY/NOTIFICATIONS

HV Dance Academy NOW
OPEN!

Ballet • Lyrical • Hip Hop
Contemporary • Acrobatics
• Ballroom • Jazz • Tap

HVDA is a high-quality dance studio dedicated to training
all ages, including adults - where you come as you are, and
do your best! Discover all of our studio’s offerings here

At Happy Valley Dance Academy, we’re offering a wide range of dance classes to meet the
needs of our community. Something you’d like to see added to our list? Submit a request.

“Great dancers are not great because of their technique, they
are great because of their passion.”-Martha Graham

Register now for your free trial class!
14863 SE Oregon Trail Dr. Clackamas, OR 97015

360-909-3945 • www.happyvalleydanceacademy.com

Adult & Pediatric ENT Care 

Hearing Aids & Tests 

Custom Molds & Earplugs 

Allergy Shots 

RhinAer® & VivAer® Procedures

CPAP Supplies 

FREE ONLINE HEARING TEST

We have moved! 10151 S.E. Sunnyside Road, Suite 240, Clackamas, OR 97015

Call us to schedule an appointment 
today 503-233-5548

mtscottent.com

Adult & Pediatric ENT Care 

Hearing Aids & Tests 

Custom Molds & Earplugs 

Allergy Shots 

RhinAer® & VivAer® Procedures

CPAP Supplies 

FREE ONLINE HEARING TEST

We have moved! 10151 S.E. Sunnyside Road, Suite 240, Clackamas, OR 97015

Call us to schedule an appointment 
today 503-233-5548

mtscottent.com

Adult & Pediatric ENT Care 

Hearing Aids & Tests 

Custom Molds & Earplugs 

Allergy Shots 

RhinAer® & VivAer® Procedures

CPAP Supplies 

FREE ONLINE HEARING TEST

We have moved! 10151 S.E. Sunnyside Road, Suite 240, Clackamas, OR 97015

Call us to schedule an appointment 
today 503-233-5548

mtscottent.com

The City’s arborist watches as public works staff prep an ash tree for treatment.

Clackamas Fire will be participating in the National Night Out 
festivities.
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GLENN 
WACHTER
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HAPPY VALLEY 
CITY COUNCIL 

Council Meetings are held 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays 

of the month at 7 p.m. at 
City Hall

16000 SE Misty Drive 
Happy Valley, OR 97086

(503) 783-3800
www.happyvalleyor.gov

Preserving 
and enhancing 

the safety, 
livability and 
character of 

our community

Fabulous Food
prepared

Fresh--to--order
Experience the Culinary Rhythm 

Offering a Full Bar 

Fine Wine List

 Signature House Cocktails

Open Monday thru Saturday
Lunch 11:30am Happy Hour 4-6

Dinner served at 5 Live Music Nightly 7
All ages welcome, all day, every day

Reservations recommended
for best seating: 503-654-9000

16100 SE 82nd DR. Clackamas, OR 97015 
ConwaysJazz.com

BEST of 2025 Clackamas 
Award Winner In the 
Restaurant Category

Massage & Stretching

Book Online Call or Text Visit Our Studio Scan to Book!

NEW! WELCOME

Raspberry Clay Mask
Detoxify. Rebalance. 

Reveal smoother, clearer skin. Tone. Tighten. 
Visibly firmer & smoother neck.

Double Firming 
Neck Cream

FaceltSkin.net 503-809-3005 14679 SE Sunnyside Rd. 
Suite E 

Happy Valley, OR 97086

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

RELAX. RESTORE. REALIGN. 
BECAUSE YOU DESERVE IT.

UNIQUE  
PRODUCTS 

YOU WON'T FIND 
ANYWHERE ELSE!

Advanced Services. Clean Beauty. Clinical Results. 
Now with Massage & Stretching.

AGE DIFFERENTLY.

Microneedling 

Vitamin Injections & NAD 

Botox 

HydraFacial 

Lash Extension & Threading 

Brow Lamination 

Lash Lift 

Massage 

Stretching 

Makeup Applications 

+ more...

City of Happy Valley 

Over the last two months, 
City staff hosted an in-person 
open house and an online survey 
for community members to pro-
vide their feedback on the draft 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) Transition Plan. 

ADA Transition Plans serve 
as a roadmap for identifying and 

removing physical barriers in 
public spaces that do not meet 
ADA standards.  

We received helpful feed-
b a c k  f r o m  H a p p y  Va l l e y 
residents, which will shape rec-
ommendations that reflect our 
community’s needs and experi-
ences. Resident input is critical 
to our success, and we appreci-
ate everyone who took the time 

to attend the open house or fill 
out the survey. 

Accessibility has long been 
a core priority in Happy Val-
ley. Every park managed by the 
City includes an all-abilities 
playground, and ADA-com-
pliant upgrades to places like 
Mt. Scott Creek Trail and Hid-
den Falls Trail have increased 
access for all residents. The ADA 

Transition Plan will build upon 
that ongoing commitment by 
identifying opportunities to fur-
ther enhance accessibility in the 
community.

In the next few months, City 
staff will finalize the draft ADA 
Transition Plan and present 
it to City Council for approv-
al. To follow that process, visit: 
hv.city/council

Thank you for your feedback 
on the ADA Transition Plan

COUNCIL CORNER

City of Happy Valley 

The City of Happy Valley is 
making limited updates to its com-
prehensive plan — the long-term 
guide for how the city grows and 
develops. The plan helps shape 
everyday land use decisions by set-
ting clear goals and policies for the 
community. 

As part of this limited project, 
the City will update and reorga-
nize the plan to include recent and 
existing plans and policies. Exam-
ples include “sub-area plans” for 
specific portions of the City, such 
as Rock Creek, East Happy Valley, 
and Pleasant Valley North Carver. 
The City is also updating the plan 
to comply with required statuto-
ry updates on a variety of topics, 
such as housing and economic 
development.

The City is hosting an informal 
drop-in event where community 
members can learn more about the 
comprehensive plan, hear about 
potential updates, and ask ques-
tions. Stop by anytime between 6-8 
p.m. on Aug. 25, at City Hall, 16000 
S.E. Misty Dr., Happy Valley.

The comprehensive plan helps 

ensure Happy Valley is prepared 
for the next 20 years of projected 
growth. It addresses public facili-
ties and services, housing, economic 
development, parks and open space, 
and transportation systems so the 
City can plan for future needs as 
property owners choose to either 
develop land themselves or, more 
commonly, sell land to developers.

Additionally, the plan provides 

a meaningful opportunity for com-
munity members to help establish a 
shared vision and guide the future 
character and quality of life in their 
community.

It is anticipated that the Hap-
py Valley City Council will adopt 
the plan update in late 2026. You 
can learn more about the compre-
hensive plan on the City’s website: 
hv.city/comprehensive-plan.

Learn about HV’s comprehensive plan update

Join City staff on August 25th to learn more about Happy Valley’s comprehensive plan.

Comprehensive 
Plan Open House
■ Tuesday, August 25

■ 6 - 8 p.m. 

■ Happy Valley City Hall

■ 16000 S.E. Mistry Dr.
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City of Happy Valley

This September, Happy 
Valley residents will have 
the opportunity to chal-
lenge themselves. 

This year marks the 
first partnership between 
Happy Valley Parks and 
Recreation and local orga-
nizers Joel Kastel and 
Andra Fletcher, who cre-
ated the event to raise 
awareness and support 
organizations working to 
end human trafficking and 
help survivors rebuild their 
lives.

The idea for the event 
came after Kastel watched 
the film Sound of Free-
dom, which inspired him to 
take action against an issue 
affecting communities 
across the country. Rather 
than hosting a traditional 
fundraiser, he envisioned 
an obstacle course where 
every challenge repre-
sents the difficult journey 
survivors face as they 
work toward healing and 
freedom.

Participants will take on 
a 5K course featuring 22 
unique obstacles designed 
to test strength, determi-
nation, and perseverance. 
Organizers say the tough-
est challenge on the course 
is “Ascend to Liberation,” a 
towering rope climb that 
comes after runners have 
already conquered walls, 
drags, and water obstacles. 
By the time participants 

reach the rope, they’ll need 
every ounce of grit they 
have left, making it a fit-
ting symbol of overcoming 
adversity and rising above 
life’s toughest obstacles.

While the obstacles 
will certainly leave par-
ticipants with a sense of 
accomplishment, the true 
impact occurs long after 
they cross the finish line. 
Funds raised through the 
event will support Guard-
ian Group, which partners 
with law enforcement to 
investigate trafficking cas-
es and rescue victims, as 
well as Adorned in Grace, 
a local nonprofit providing 
aftercare and restoration 
services for survivors. This 
year’s fundraising goal is 
$50,000, with all proceeds 
going directly toward these 
organizations and their 
important work.

Whether you’re a sea-
soned runner, looking for 
a new fitness challenge, or 
simply want to support an 
important cause, this event 
is for you. Better 
yet, gather your 
family, cowork-
ers, neighbors, or 
sports team and 
sign up together. 
Group discounts 
are available, making it 
a great opportunity to 
encourage one another 
while giving back to the 
community.

Not interested in run-
ning? There are still plenty 

of ways to get involved. 
Volunteers, sponsors, and 
enthusiastic spectators all 
play an important role in 
making the event a success 
and helping raise aware-
ness for this important 
cause. Organizers hope 
to bring hundreds of par-
ticipants and community 
members together, proving 
that when a communi-
ty comes together with a 
shared purpose, it can make 
a meaningful impact.

Happy Valley Parks and 
Recreation is excited to 
welcome the Path to Free-
dom 5K to our community 
and hopes you’ll be part 
of this inspiring inaugu-
ral partnership. Whether 
you conquer every obsta-
cle, volunteer your time, 
or cheer from the sidelines, 
your participation helps 
shine a light on an impor-
tant issue and supports 
organizations working to 
change lives.

Registration is now open. 
To learn more, register, 

or take advantage 
of group discounts, 
visit the Path to 
Freedom 5K Obsta-
cle Run website (hv.
city/path-to-free-
dom-signup). We 

hope you’ll join us on Sept. 
26 at 17980 S.E. Foster 
Rd. in Happy Valley to 
challenge yourself, support 
a meaningful cause, and 
help make a difference one 
obstacle at a time.
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youroregonnews.com
971-204-7886

Designers:
Tiffany O’Dell, 
Megan Smith
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Ashley Hagg
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happyvalleyor.gov

HAPPY VALLEY NEWS STAFF

Publisher’s Note: Have an 
idea for a story? We are always 
on the search for new people, 
places, and things to write 
about. If you have an idea for 
an uplifting story that would 
benefit the community, then 
we want to hear from you!

To submit your idea, send 
an email to happyvalleyor.
gov/contact-happy-valley-
news and include as many 
details as possible, so our 
publication team can review 
your story idea. The best 
stories highlight the spirit and 
values of the Happy Valley 
community and showcase 
meaningful happenings in the 
lives of residents and local 
businesses. We invite you to 
include anecdotes in your 
story proposal that are funny, 
astonishing, heartwarming, 
and inspiring. If we think your 
story idea is a good fit, our 
community writer will get in 
contact with you to discuss the 
possibility of it being featured 
in an upcoming issue.

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

City of Happy Valley 

Happy Valley will once again 
participate in National Night 
Out. 

This year’s event is set for 
Thursday, Aug. 6. Cel-
ebrated all across the 
country, National Night 
Out is an opportunity to 
meet and thank the peo-
ple who work diligently 
to keep us safe every day. 
Plus, you can enjoy live 
music, food, and conver-
sations with neighbors. 

The goal of National 
Night Out is to create an 
opportunity for our local 
law enforcement professionals 
to interact with residents and 
share valuable information and 

tips on how to prevent crime 
and enhance safety. Conver-
sations between deputies and 
residents help build a stronger 
and more connected community, 
and it is instances like this that 

help promote positive dia-
logue that builds trust and 
respect. During the event, 
you will see Happy Val-
ley Police and the City’s 
community service offi-
cers engage with residents, 
offer friendly smiles and 
handshakes, and answer 
any questions or concerns 
you may have.

The work that our local 
Happy Valley police and 

community service officers do to 
protect us is vital to our city’s liv-
ability. More than that, these are 

also our neighbors, friends, and 
City partners. We are proud of 
how much they care about Hap-
py Valley, and we look forward to 
celebrating them. 

National Night Out also hon-
ors the efforts of Clackamas 
Fire District #1, the Clacka-
mas County Sheriff ’s Office, 

American Medical Response, the 
National Guard and a variety of 
other health and safety providers. 

National Night Out takes place 
from 6:30 p.m. to dark on Thurs-
day, Aug. 6, at Happy Valley 
Park. Join us in showing our grat-
itude to our first responders. 

National Night Out 
returns, Aug. 6

 Join your friends and neighbors at this year’s National Night Out event.

Happy Valley joins the Path 
to Freedom 5K obstacle run

Joel Kastel and Andra Fletcher, founders of the Path to Freedom 
5K Obstacle Run, are bringing the community together to support 
survivors and raise awareness about human trafficking.

Parks & Recreation partners with local organizers for the 
first time on a one-of-a-kind obstacle course race
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CLACKAMAS FIRE

City of Happy Valley
At the time of print, 

the following events were 
scheduled. Please check 
hv.city to confirm timing of 
events and instructions on 
how to participate virtually. 
You can also opt in to 
receive notifications about 
upcoming meetings by 
visiting hv.city/notifications

Scan QR code 
to sign up for 
notifications

August 11 
■ Planning Commission, 
City Hall: 6 p.m.

August 18
■ City Council Work 
Session, City Hall: 6 p.m. 

■ City Council Meeting, 
City Hall: 7 p.m.

August 24
■ Parks Advisory 
Committee, City Hall: 6 p.m.

August 25
■ Comprehensive Plan Open 
House, City Hall: 6 p.m.

Clackamas Fire District

August is often the hottest 
and driest month of 
the year in Clackamas 
County, making it one 
of the most critical 
times to prepare for 
wildfire. While fire-
fighters are ready to 
respond, the best defense starts 
long before smoke is in the air.

Creating defensible space 
around your home can make a 
significant difference. Mow dry 
grass, remove dead leaves and 
branches, clean your roof and 
gutters, and trim vegetation 
away from your home. Keep 
firewood, propane tanks, and 
other combustible materials 
at least 30 feet from structures 
whenever possible. These sim-
ple projects can help slow the 
spread of fire and provide fire-
fighters with a safer area to 
defend your home.

Wildfire prevention is just as 
important. Most wildfires are 
human-caused and preventable. 
Follow local burn restrictions, 
never park a vehicle on dry 
grass, properly dispose of ciga-
rettes, avoid using equipment 

that can spark during hot, dry, 
or windy conditions, and always 
ensure campfires are complete-

ly extinguished before 
leaving.

Preparation doesn’t 
stop at your proper-
ty. Every household 
should have a wild-
fire action plan before 

an emergency occurs. Know 
more than one way out of your 
neighborhood, sign up for emer-
gency alerts, and keep a “go 
bag” with medications, impor-
tant documents, pet supplies, 
and other essentials ready in 
case you need to leave quickly.

At  Clackamas  Fire ,  we 
encourage everyone to remem-
ber three simple steps: Ready. 
Set. Go! Be ready by preparing 
your home, get set by making 
a family evacuation plan, and 
go early if evacuation becomes 
necessary. Leaving promptly 
helps keep you and your family 
safe while allowing emergency 
responders to do their work.

Three things you can do this 
weekend
■ Clear your home: Remove 

leaves, pine needles, and other 

debris from your roof, gutters, 
decks, and around your home’s 
foundation.
■ Create defensible space: Mow 

dry grass, trim vegetation, and 
move firewood or other combus-
tible materials at least 30 feet 
away from your home whenev-
er possible.
■ Make a plan: Talk with your 

family about where you’ll go if 
asked to evacuate, pack a go bag 
with essentials, and make sure 

you’re signed up to receive emer-
gency alerts.

For more wildfire prepared-
ness information, defensible 
space tips, evacuation plan-
ning resources, and to schedule 
a free Wildfire Home Assess-
ment, visit ClackamasFire.
com. Taking a few simple steps 
today can help protect your 
family, your home, and your 
community throughout wild-
fire season.

Wildfire preparedness starts at home

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Staying hydrated is 
important for everyone, but it 
becomes particularly crucial for 
senior citizens. As we age, our 
bodies undergo changes that 
can make us more vulnerable 
to dehydration. Senior 
citizens have a higher risk of 
dehydration due to factors such 
as a decreased sense of thirst, 
reduced kidney function, and 
medication side e!ects. Senior 
citizens should prioritize proper 
hydration daily.

Staying hydrated helps 
the body function properly. 
Adequate hydration can help 
prevent constipation, reduce the 
risk of urinary tract infections, 
and promote healthy skin. 
Additionally, staying hydrated 
can help boost energy levels 
and cognitive function, which 
can be particularly beneficial for 
seniors who want to maintain 
their independence and quality 
of life.

One common misconception 

about hydration is that it is only 
necessary during hot weather 
or intense physical activity. 
However, seniors need to drink 
fluids regularly, even if they 
do not feel thirsty. Seniors can 
also incorporate other sources 
of fluids such as soups, herbal 
teas, and fruits with high water 
content like watermelon and 
cucumber.

Certain medications can 
increase the risk of dehydration, 
so senior citizens should consult 
their healthcare provider about 
how much fluid they should 
consume. Be mindful of signs of 
dehydration such as dry mouth, 
dark urine, and dizziness, 
and seek medical attention if 
necessary.

If you are noticing several 
signs that your loved may be 
neglecting their health, it might 
be time to discuss transitioning 
to a care community. We are 
here to help! For more info visit 
www.CaringPlaces.com.

The Importance of Hydration for SeniorsExercise and a Healthy Lifestyle
Regular exercise is essential for 
seniors in assisted living and 
memory care, delivering vital 
physical, mental, and emotional 
benefi ts.

Core Benefi ts
Physical Health: Builds 
strength, fl exibility, and mobili-
ty-making daily activities easier 
while lowering the risk of falls. 
It also supports cardiovascular 
health and weight management.

Mental & Emotional Well-Be-
ing: Boosts mood, lowers stress, 
enhances cognitive function, 
and helps alleviate symptoms of 
depression.

Socialization & Confi dence: 
Group activities help seniors 
build friendships, gain confi -
dence, and foster a sense of em-
powerment.

Recommended Activities
The key is fi nding enjoyable, 
safe routines adapted to individ-
ual needs, such as:

Walking and swimming

Yoga and Tai Chi

Gentle strength training

Life Enrichment at Caring 
Places Management
Caring Places Management of-
fers active life enrichment pro-
grams designed to engage minds 
and improve overall well-being. 
Guided by resident feedback 
during council meetings, each 
community offers tailored activ-
ities that promote independence, 
purpose, and social connection 
in a safe environment.

To learn more about fi nd-
ing the right care for you 
or your loved one, visit
www.CaringPlaces.com.

Educate • Advocate • Access
• Navigating your options with clarity.
• Supporting you from application to keys.
• Bilingual service in English and Español.

Reach your home ownership goals.

This is not a commitment to lend or extend credit. Root Mortgage is a division of Root Executives, LLC NMLS 1830982 Oregon License # ML-5796 
Washington License # CL-1830982 www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org Equal Housing Opportunity

Guiding you through 
every step of the 

home loan process.

René Canler
Mortgage Advisor & Educator
Former school principal

Reach your home ownership goals.

Contact Rene Today!

Call/Text: (971) 350-8969
Email: rene@rootmortgage.com
NMLS#2124818

10151 SE Sunnyside Rd, #220, Clackamas, OR 97015 RootMortgage.com 503-208-8220 NMLS 1830982

From the Classroom 
to Your Closing.

Firefighters work to put out a blaze in a dry field.

Follow us on social media for preparedness tips and ways to help keep our community safe. ClackamasFire.com

Safety information, emergency updates, and community resourcesSTAY CONNECTED WITH CLACKAMAS FIRE: 
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By GREGG LEBLANC
HVBA Membership Chair

Many of us head out 
of town during August 
for our last gasp summer 
vacation before fall sets 
in. While you are here, 
consider heading out to 
visit and support your 
local Happy Valley busi-
nesses.  These are a few 
happenings within our 
community.

Ribbon Cuttings: Late in 
July, we were proud to 
welcome Sport Clips 
Haircuts | Happy Valley 
to the Crossroads East 
with their Ribbon 
Cutting. Join us on 
Wed. Aug. 26th at 10 
a.m. to celebrate the 
grand reopening of Snap 
Fitness located in the 
Sunnyside Village plaza. 

Opening the HV Area: Pura 
Skincare recently opened 
its doors in the Christilla 
Commons. A few months 
ago, a reader suggested 
that the area was lacking 
true East Coast boiled 
bagels. Someone was 
listening. Empire State 
Bagels recently opened 
at the Happy Valley 
Farmers Market, offering 
NY-style boiled bagels. 
Let this be your remind-
er to head to the Farmers 
Market and explore all it 
has to offer. 

Additionally, the car 
wash being construct-
ed adjacent to the Fred 
Meyer gas station on 
172nd now has a name: 
To m m y ’ s  E x p r e s s 
Car Wash. With more 
than 275 locations in 

the United States, this 
appears to be the first 
location in Oregon.  

Rumors & Musings: While 
there is no official con-
firmation, there are 
indications that Buffalo 
Wild Wings will be open-
ing at Clackamas Town 
Center. If you hear rum-
blings of any other new 
businesses opening up to 
serve the Happy Valley 
community, be sure to 
drop me a line.

Kudos: During our 
recent HVBA Member 
Meeting, the apprecia-
tion for our local business 
network was fast and 
furious. A big thank you 
and shout out to:  Ryan 
Eckert from Timber and 
Iron Physical Therapy, 
Janis with Surf’s Pup 
Doggie Lounge, Nathan 
Spear with AI Handyman 
Services, Rene Canler 

with Root Mortgage, 
Gregg LeBlanc at NW 
Nest Real Estate, Joe 
Cornelius at Tangent 
Movement, Sah-Hah-
Lee Golf Course, Harry 
Singh at Columbia Bank, 
Steve Anderson with 
Property Tax Avengers, 
The team at The Aerie 
at Eagle Landing, the 
Clackamas County 
Housing Authority, Amy 
Farrara with Chicago 
Title, and Leah Senatra 
with Leah’s Organizing 
& Cleaning Solutions. 
Both local Springs loca-
tions were recognized 
- Linda Temple with The 
Springs at Happy Valley 
and Marina Pittsenbarger 
with The Springs at 
Sunnyside. 

Connections: A prima-
ry goal of the Happy 
Valley Business Alliance 
(HVBA) is to connect 

Happy Valley business 
owners and bring atten-
tion to their businesses. 
We do this each month 
formally and informally. 

 ■ Informally: We will be 
meeting on Wednesday, 
Aug. 12, from 4-6 p.m. 
at WyEast Gardens for 
a Networking Social in a 
relaxed, casual setting.

 ■ Formally: Join us for 
our Monthly Member 
Meeting on Wednesday, 
Aug. 26, at 7:15 a.m. 
This town hall-style 
meeting will feature a 
keynote by Greig Lowell, 
Statewide Consultation 
and Outreach Manager 
for Oregon OSHA, and 
we will also hear updates 
from city, police, fire, and 
school leaders.

Get in Touch: How can the 
Happy Valley Business 
Alliance best serve our 
community? Reach out 

to me directly at Gregg@
NWNestRE.com with 
your ideas, business 

rumors, and suggestions. 
Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to serve!

Behind the Scenes of HV Businesses 
HAPPY VALLEY BUSINESS ALLIANCE

Tommy’s Express Car Wash has begun construction on 172nd Avenue.

Shannon & Joe Tessitore run Empire State Bagels. which recently 
opened at the Happy Valley Farmers Market.

Time:
7:30 - 9:00 AM

NEW
LOCATION

HEAR UPDATES FROM:

Happy Valley Library
Wed. - Aug. 26, 2026

MEMBERS MEETING
BUSINESS ALLIANCE
HAPPY VALLEY

August Keynote Discussion:

HVBA Business Spotlight:

Oregon OSHA
Greig Lowell, Statewide
Consultation & Outreach Manager

Ai Handyman Services
Nathan Spear

HEAR UPDATATA ES FROM:

NEW
LOCATATA ION
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By EMMA DAVIS
For the Happy Valley News

The Happy Valley Garden 
Club has been bringing gar-
deners together for nearly six 
decades, offering members a 
place to learn, connect and 
share a passion for gardening.

Founded in 1968, the club 
has grown to about 55 mem-
bers with interests ranging 
from flowers and vegetables to 
pollinators and environmental 
stewardship. Club President 
Julie Lund said the organiza-
tion is about much more than 
gardening, serving as a place 
where education, friendship 
and community take root. 

“It’s a combination of the 
information learned, but also of 
the relationships formed over 
the shared love of gardening,” 
Lund said. As the club contin-
ues to welcome new members, 
gardeners of all experience lev-
els have a place to belong.

Since its founding, the Hap-
py Valley Garden Club has 
evolved from a small gathering 
of stay-at-home women into 
an organization that embrac-
es science-based gardening 
education, environmental 
topics and hands-on learning 
opportunities. 

“It has transitioned over the 
last few years to be more sci-
ence-oriented and less flower 
arranging,” Lund said. “We try 
to hit all areas of interest.”

The club welcomes gardeners 

of all experience levels, from 
those with expansive backyard 
gardens to members who grow 
flowers and vegetables in pots 
on a balcony. 

“I call myself a garden appre-
ciator. I’m there to learn and 
to admire gardens, but I don’t 
really have a focus or any area 
of expertise,” she said. Lund, 
who joined the club in 2017 
after seeing a meeting listed 
in the local newspaper, said 
the welcoming atmosphere has 
helped the organization contin-
ue to grow.

On the second Tuesday of 
each month, the club gathers 
to learn from guest speakers 
while catching up with fel-
low gardeners over coffee and 
refreshments. Presentations 
vary from month to month, 
covering topics such as f lo-
ral design, bonsai, pollinators, 
ergonomic gardening and 
caring for garden tools. Repre-
sentatives from local businesses 

and environmental organiza-
tions also visit to share their 
expertise, offering presen-
tations on everything from 
houseplants and terrariums to 
local watershed conservation. 

“Every month it’s different,” 
Lund said. “Sometimes they’re 
environmentally focused. Oth-
er times they’re more for the 

ROOTED in COMMUNITY
What started as a 
small gathering has 
grown into a thriving 
community where 
gardeners learn from 
one another and build 
lasting friendships.

www.sunnysidedentistry.com

Providing quality dental care for over 47 years!

Dr. Brooke Hikade-Wya!
Dr. Chad Casebeer

14210 SE Sunnyside Rd. #200
Clackamas, OR 97015 | o"ce@hikadedental.com

503-558-9828 (o"ce) | 503-558-9829 (fax)

sunnysidedentistry.com

Independence
You Love

Reassurance You DeserveReassurance You Deserve

Live independently with the privacy you want and the peace of mind that comes from built-in
safety features and a caring team nearby.

•   Private residences with friendly
neighbors just steps away

•      Secure, thoughtfully designed 
    community spaces

• Maintenance-free living
• Vibrant social calendar and opportunities

for connection

• On-site team members available
around the clock

•     Secure building access and well-lit
common areas

• Wellness checks available when needed
• Safety measures throughout the community

LIMITED-TIME SUMMER SPECIALS!

Call or text Amber at 971-336-1251 to schedule your tour today!

or email info@miramontpointe.com

SENIOR LIVING | ASSISTED CARE | MEMORY CARE | RESPITE CARE

11520 SE Sunnyside Road, Clackamas, OR, 97015 | 503-751-8106 | miramontpointe.com

Happy Valley Garden Club members help maintain and decorate the Blue Star 
Memorial Marker at Camp Withycombe, one of two memorials the club cares for 
in honor of those who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

A speaker from Dennis’ 7 Dees Garden Center shares gardening tips with 
members of the Happy Valley Garden Club during one of the club’s seasonal 
field trips. 

Happy Valley Garden Club members 
explore during a summer outing. 

A Happy Valley Garden Club member 
captures photos of spring blooms 
during a club field trip to the 
Rogerson Clematis Garden.

See GARDEN, 9A
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City of Happy Valley

For more than a decade, the 
City of Happy Valley and the 
Happy Valley Business Alliance 
have worked together to celebrate 
what makes our community so 
special through the annual Hap-
py Valley Magazine. 

Since 2012, the magazine has 
highlighted the people, places, 
businesses, and traditions that 
make Happy Valley feel like home.

Now, we’re inviting you to help 
write the next chapter.

As we begin planning this 
year’s magazine, we’re looking for 
the stories and photos that cap-
ture the heart of our community. 
Whether it’s a favorite neighbor-
hood tradition, a local business 

you can’t imagine living without, 
a hidden gem, a community event, 
a beautiful park, a beloved teach-
er, coach, volunteer, or someone 
who has made a lasting impact on 
your life, we want to hear about it.

Every resident experiences 
Happy Valley a little different-
ly, and those unique perspectives 
are what make our community so 
vibrant. Your story might intro-
duce someone to a new favorite 
restaurant, shine a spotlight on 
an unsung community hero, or 
remind a neighbor why they love 
calling Happy Valley home.

The theme of  this  year’s 
magazine is celebrating the con-
nections, places, and experiences 
that bring our community togeth-
er. We’re looking for stories that 

reflect that spirit and showcase 
the people who make Happy Val-
ley an extraordinary place to live, 
work, and play.

All submissions will be reviewed 
by the City of Happy Valley and 
the Happy Valley Business Alli-
ance. While we won’t be able to 
feature every story or photo, each 
submission helps us tell a more 
authentic and meaningful story 
about our community. The sto-
ries and photos selected will best 
reflect this year’s magazine theme 
and help inspire readers through-
out Happy Valley.

So, dust off those favorite pho-
tos, share that story you’ve been 
meaning to tell, or nominate 
someone who deserves to be rec-
ognized. You might just find your 

story featured in this 
year’s Happy Valley 
Magazine.

Ready to help tell 
Happy Valley’s story?

Visit hv.city/hvba 
to submit your story 
or photos. We can’t 
wait to see Happy 
Valley through your 
eyes.

Help tell Happy Valley’s story
Your contribution could be featured in this year’s magazine

Visit www.hvba.biz for more businesses serving our community or to join the HVBA.

COMMUNITY IS OUR BUSINESS!
Support Our Local

Happy Valley Business Alliance Members!
New Members: 

 Happy Valley Spine Health

HVBA Members Meeting
Wednesday, August 26

7:15-9:00 AM
Happy Valley Library
Community Room

13793 SE Sieben Park Way

Renewing Members:
Antonio Garcia Ojuel Real Estate

Chicago Title
Cornerstone Estate Planning

GetOut Oregon
Happy Valley News/ CMG-Oregon

Kerr Properties, Inc.
Madrona Wealth Management LLC

Nature’s Acres Dog Daycare, Boarding and RV Storage
Otter Orthodontics

Stangier Wealth Management
Princeton Village Assisted Living Residence

Ticor Title
The Springs at Happy Valley

Windermere Happy Valley - Real Estate

HVBA Networking Event
Wednesday, August 12

4:00 - 6:00 PM
WyEast Gardens

23202 SE Hoffmeister Rd, Damascus

home gardener,” she said.
During the summer 

months, members also take 
field trips to local nurser-
ies and gardens, allowing 
them to continue learn-
ing beyond their monthly 
meetings. Past excursions 
have  included Seven 
Dees Garden Center and 
the Rogerson Clematis 
Garden.

T h e  c l u b ’ s  a c t i v i -
t i e s  e x t e n d  b e y o n d 
monthly meetings and 
seasonal outings through 
several community service 
projects. 

“We maintain and deco-
rate two Blue Star Markers 
to honor those wounded 
in military service,” Lund 
said. “One is at Camp 
Withycombe and the oth-
er is at the (Willamette) 
National Cemetery,” Lund 
said. She added that mem-
bers also help maintain the 
Sara Hite Rose Garden in 
Milwaukie, continuing the 
club’s commitment to giv-
ing back to the community.

For many members, 
the friendships formed 
through the Happy Valley 
Garden Club are just as 
meaningful as, if not more 
meaningful than, the gar-
dening advice they take 
home. 

Some of the club’s lon-
gest-standing members 
are in their 90s, bringing 
decades of gardening expe-
rience to each meeting.

“The social aspect is 
what keeps people com-
ing back,” Lund said.  
“These people have just 
a wealth of knowledge,” 
she said. In addition to 
the club’s monthly meet-
ings, members also gather 
for informal coffee chats, 
g iv ing  them another 

opportunity to ask ques-
tions, exchange gardening 
tips and strengthen the 
friendships that continue 
to bring them back month 
after month.

The club has continued 
to grow in recent years, 
adding about 10 new mem-
bers during the past year 
alone. Growth continued 
even during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, when the 
club transitioned to Zoom 
meetings to help members 
stay connected. 

“We grew during the 
pandemic, even though 
we weren’t meeting. We 
added members,” she said. 
The virtual meetings also 
opened the door to speak-
ers from beyond the local 
area, allowing members to 
continue learning while 
maintaining the friend-
ships they had built.

Looking ahead, Lund 
hopes the Happy Val-
ley Garden Club remains 
a welcoming place for 
anyone interested in gar-
dening, regardless of their 
experience level. 

“Anyone is welcome to 
join if they have an inter-
est in home gardening and 
the environment and want 
to meet some fellow gar-
deners,” Lund said. While 
tips and tutorials are easi-
er than ever to find online, 
she believes the club offers 
something that can’t be 
replicated on a screen. 

“A lot of this informa-
tion you can get online,” 
she said. “But it’s when 
you come together with a 
group over a shared inter-
est and learn from each 
other.”

More information about 
the Happy Valley Garden 
Club, including meeting 
details and membership 
information, is available 
at happyvalleygardenclub.
org.

GARDEN
Continued from 8A
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City of Happy Valley

That simple phrase perfectly cap-
tured this year’s Fourth of July celebra-
tion in Happy Valley. 

From the Happy Valley Hikers morn-
ing walk to the noon parade and the 
spectacular !reworks display at dusk, 
our community came together to cele-
brate our nation’s independence in the 
best way: side by side.

The Fourth of July Family Festival 
was in full swing at Happy Valley Park, 
with something for everyone to enjoy. 
Families spent the a"ernoon explor-
ing carnival rides, in#atables, live mu-
sic, delicious food, local vendors, the 
splash pad, and a lively beer garden. 
Our talented Youth Entrepreneurs also 
showcased their creativity by o$ering 
handmade goods and sharing their en-
trepreneurial spirit with the commu-
nity. Whether you spent the day with 
family, meeting up with friends, or 
making new memories, it was wonder-
ful to celebrate together. As the sun set, 
thousands gathered for the evening’s 
grand !nale: a spectacular !reworks 
show that lit up the Happy Valley sky.

One of the best parts of Happy Valley 
is the people who continue to show up 
for one another. While the celebration 
ended with !reworks, the community 
spirit continued the very next morning. 
Volunteers from Boys Team Charity, 
Happy Valley League, and the National 
Charity League, Inc. – Sunnyside Chap-
ter returned to Happy Valley Park to 
help clean up a"er the festivities. Their 
willingness to generously give their 
time year a"er year is a reminder that 
community is built not only through 
celebration but through service.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to 
every volunteer, sponsor, community 
partner, vendor, entertainer, and City 
sta$ who helped make this year’s cele-
bration possible. It truly takes an entire 
community to create an event of this 
size, and we are grateful to everyone 

who played a part in making the day so 
memorable.

We would also like to extend a spe-
cial thank you to our generous event 
sponsors:

 ■ Clackamas Water Environment 
Services

 ■ Happy Valley Business Alliance
 ■ Mt. Scott Family Dental
 ■ Sun Glow
 ■ Kona Ice
 ■ Valley Public House
 ■ Root Mortgage
 ■ Papa Murphy’s
 ■ The Springs at Sunnyside
 ■ Castoro Real Estate
 ■ La Salle Catholic College 

Preparatory
Because of your support, thousands 

of residents and visitors came together 
for a day !lled with community, music, 
food, family fun, and an unforgettable 
!reworks show. We know there are 
many ways to invest in the community, 
and we are grateful that you chose to 
partner with the City of Happy Valley. 
Events like this simply would not be the 
same without organizations like yours.

Now that we’ve had a chance to catch 
our breath a"er another amazing 4th of 
July, we simply want to say thank you. 
Thank you to everyone who attended, 
volunteered, performed, sponsored, 
and helped create Happy Valley’s big-
gest celebration of the year.  See you all 
next year!

Happy Valley comes together 
for an incredible Independence Day

Volunteers gathered on Sunday, July 5 to clean up Happy Valley Park.

Mayor Tom Ellis served as Grand Marshal of this year’s family parade.

Happy Valley Youth Councilors were recognized on stage during the festivities.
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City of Happy Valley

Warm weather means more 
time outdoors — barbecues, yard 
work, and late-night gatherings 
with friends. While we love seeing 
neighbors enjoy the summer, 
it’s important to keep noise 
levels reasonable so every-
one can enjoy their home 
peacefully.

As your Community Ser-
vice Officers, we’re here to 
help ensure Happy Valley 
remains a welcoming and 
respectful place to live. This 
time of year, we often see 
a rise in noise complaints. 
Whether it’s music, barking 
dogs, or ongoing construction, 
we’re available to help mediate 
and address concerns before they 
become bigger issues.

Know your quiet hours
In Happy Valley, quiet hours are 

from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. (City Ordi-
nance 8.08.310). During this time, 
loud, repetitive, or amplified nois-
es like loud conversations, power 
tools, or basketball games can car-
ry more easily and may disturb 
your neighbors. If noise continues 
despite a warning, it could result 
in a citation.

Start with a conversation
Often, noise issues can be 

resolved with a simple, respectful 
conversation. Your neighbor may 
not even realize their noise is car-
rying. If you feel comfortable, try 
reaching out directly before filing 
a complaint. But if you’re unable 
to have that conversation or if the 
issue continues, we’re here to help.

When and how to report a noise 
concern

Daytime Complaints (8 a.m. – 6 p.m.): 
These include things like barking 
dogs, construction noise, and loud 
music. Community Service Officers 

respond to these concerns. Submit 
a report online at hv.city/report-a-
concern or call 503-783-3800.

After-Hours Complaints: For noise 
issues during the evening or 
overnight hours, contact Happy 

Valley Police through the 
non-emergency line at 
503-655-8211.

How is noise evaluated? 
We use decibel meters 

to evaluate sound levels. 
When a complaint is made, 
a Community Service 
Officer will measure the 
noise at a nearby public 
location, such as a side-

walk or driveway. If levels exceed 
the allowed limit, a citation may 
be issued.

Please note: If a citation is 
issued, the complainant must 
attend Municipal Court to testify. 
Without the complainant’s partic-
ipation, the case will be dismissed.

Construction noise rules

Construction is only permitted:
Monday through Friday: 7 a.m. 

– 6 p.m. and Saturday–Sunday: 8 
a.m. – 5 p.m.

Construction activity out-
side of these hours is not allowed, 
regardless of whether the work is 
professional or DIY.

What about barking dogs?
An occasional bark is no prob-

lem. But incessant barking that 
disrupts the neighborhood could 
be a violation of the City’s Animal 
Regulation ordinance (6.04.030). 
This applies to barking, whin-
ing, or howling that can be heard 
beyond the owner’s proper-
ty. You can report excessive dog 
noise using our Report a Concern 
form. For more information about 
Happy Valley’s noise rules and 
resources, visit hv.city/noise.

KEEPING NOISE IN CHECK 
in Happy Valley

CODE CORNER

In Happy Valley quiet hours are from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m.

LIFE ONyourTERMS

OFFERING INDEPENDENT SENIOR LIVING

SolistaMilwaukie.com

CALL ABOUT OUR MOVE-IN OFFERS!
(503) 564-0254

4017 SE VINEYARD ROAD, MILWAUKIE, OR 97267

100% Natural Hair Removal
No Ingrown Hair

First Time Guests

ANY SUGARING SERVICE
50% OFFG

et

No Irritation No Burns

USE CODE: 50OREGON

West Linn, OREGON
5656 Hood St, Suite 104
West Linn, OREGON 97068

Happy Valley, OREGON
13180 SE 172nd Avenue, Suite 142
Happy Valley, OREGON 97086

(971) 867-0511

SugaringNYC

(971) 363-5065

SugaringNYC

Healthy Families Start Here
Northwest Primary Care | www.nwpc.com
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City of Happy Valley

In Happy Valley, TriMet is adjust-
ing the route of Line 156-Mather 
Rd to serve Southeast Summers 
Lane between Mather Road and 
Southeast 122nd Avenue. Five bus 
stops currently served by Line 156 
will no longer be served due to low 
ridership.

West of Happy Valley, TriMet will 
combine Line 29 and Line 152, as 
Line 29-International Way.

The MAX Green Line will run 
between the Clackamas Town Center 
and Gateway/NE 99th Ave tran-
sit centers only. Riders will have to 
transfer to the MAX Blue and Red 

lines to continue to stations along 
the Banfield Expressway and in the 
Portland City Center.

Find more information at trimet.
org/servicecuts.

The August service changes are 
one part of TriMet’s multi-year 
strategy to resolve a $158 million 
budget deficit by reducing expens-
es and increasing revenue. These 
changes streamline transit service, 
focusing on areas where people are 
most likely to ride, while reducing 
duplication and eliminating service 
where ridership is very low.

Stay tuned for more information 
about TriMet’s plans for 2027 this 
fall.

Sunrise Water Authority

The water serving our 
community begins in 
the Clackamas River. 
This remarkable watershed 
provides the high-quality 
drinking water that sup-
ports homes, schools, parks, 
and businesses throughout 
Sunrise Water Authority’s 
service area.

During the summer, outdoor irriga-
tion accounts for the largest share of 
residential water use. The good news 
is that one simple change can make a 
meaningful difference.

One simple change, big results
Water your lawn one inch or less per 

week, including rainfall. It’s the single 

most effective action resi-
dents can take to conserve 
water while maintaining 
a healthy landscape. Most 
established lawns require 

no more than about one inch 
of water per week, including 
rainfall, under typical summer 
conditions.

Let the weather guide you
Instead of watering on a 

fixed schedule, use the Regional Water 
Providers Consortium’s Weekly Water-
ing Number to determine how much 
water your landscape actually needs 
based on current weather conditions. 
More information at regionalh2o.org.

Find this week’s water number rec-
ommendation online.

TriMet service changes coming 
to Happy Valley and beyond

Water smarter this summer

Major changes are coming to 
TriMet effective Sunday, Aug. 23

One inch of water per week is all that most lawns need

Tom Leach 
Roofing

45 years roofing
your neighborhood.

www.TomLeachRoofing.net
CCB# 42219

503-238-0303

Help protect the Clackamas River and reduce your water bill www.sunrisewateror.gov
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By GREGG LEBLANC
HVBA Membership Chair

It was only a few years ago 
that the City of Happy Valley 
and the Happy Valley Business 
Alliance partnered to launch 
the Youth Entrepreneur Pro-
gram. The program is designed 
to inspire creativity, build 
confidence, and foster entre-
preneurial spirit among K-12 
students in our community.

This year, a record 30 young 
entrepreneurs signed up to par-
ticipate. After a May launch 
event with business mentors, 
the aspiring entrepreneurs 
hosted booths at the HV 
Fourth of July Family Festi-
val. There was a wide variety of 
offerings, including crocheted 
items, stuffed toys, jewelry, and 
3D-printed toys. 

Preparation
Having met them during the 

mentoring session, I found it 
apparent that they took some 
of the advice to heart. Walk-
ing through the vendor area on 
July 4, it was amazing to see the 
care each of these young busi-
nesspeople put into making 
sure their wares were displayed 
to catch the eye of the browsing 
public. Many of them had print-
ed materials, and several even 
had business cards with links 
to their social media pages. 

Game time
Once the parade ended, 

throngs of prospective cus-
tomers made their way into 
the vendor area. As the saying 
goes, this is when the rubber 
meets the road. Feedback was 
almost immediate. Mila Frum-
kin received compliments about 
the wonderful aroma of her 

hand-crafted candles. 
Two vendors that had cro-

cheted wares each heard similar 
feedback from customers. Grace 
Wooden was told they were 
impressed that she had made 
the items by herself. Cecelia 
Rodriguez made an impression 
with the quality of her items. 

For one of our returning 
young entrepreneurs, the day 
brought a heartwarming les-
son in the value of customer 
loyalty. She was deeply moved 
when a repeat customer shared 
that a small crocheted bee pur-
chased at last year’s festival had 
become her daughter’s absolute 
favorite toy: her inseparable 
“lovie.”

Valuable Learnings
By the end of the day, most 

of our young entrepreneurs 
reported having fully met the 
sales and benchmark goals they 
had set for themselves.

The experience also pro-
vided a masterclass in market 
research. Cohen Pham, who 
was offering 3D-printed toys, 
shared that he learned which 
types of toys people liked and 
that he would be changing the 
items he offers next time. Simi-
larly, Ylan and Mimi Tran, who 
sold custom cards and hand-
made jewelry, decided they 
would focus on making adjust-
able-sized pieces for their next 
public market.

Beyond product  se lec-
tion, the day offered profound 
personal takeaways. Man-
shi Chen was deeply struck 
by how joyful and supportive 

the community atmosphere 
felt, even finding time to swap 
products with a fellow young 
participant. Reflecting on the 
day, Isabella Velzco shared a 
piece of wisdom that even the 
most grizzled business vet-
erans should take to heart: 
“Learn to treat everyone like 
family, because even if they 
don’t buy something, they will 
always remember you for your 
kindness.”

Nominate a “Rock Star” 
D o  y o u  k n o w  a  l o c a l 

employee who goes the extra 
mile? Help us recognize the 
people who make our business 
community tick. Send your 
nominations to Gregg@NWN-
estRE.com.

Behind the scenes of Happy Valley businesses
Youth Entrepreneur 
Program sees a record 
number of enrollees

FINANCIAL FOCUS®

Building your child’s education  
fund, one brick at a time

Every solid house starts with a good blueprint and a strong foundation. Saving 
for a child’s education is very similar.

College costs can seem daunting. In addition to tuition, you’ll need to account 
for housing and food, books and supplies, transportation and other expenses. The 
average annual budget at an in-state public university runs around $30,990 today, 
and a private school is $65,470 according to the College Board. While most families 
won’t pay a college’s list price, you’ll still want to start saving as early as possible to 
be ready when your child is. 

Lay the foundation early. You don’t have to wait until you have the perfect set 
of plans to start building. There are specific accounts designed to save for education 
and some do not require a minimum opening deposit. Setting up automatic recurring 
contributions, even modest ones, lets you build steadily over time without requiring 
constant attention.

As your child ages, look for ways to redirect expenses you no longer have 
towards the build. For example, daycare costs, which can exceed $1,000 a month, 
can be shifted into a college savings account once your child enters school. Tax 
refunds and annual bonuses make excellent additional contributions. And others 
can pitch in – instead of birthday or holiday toys, ask grandparents or relatives to 
contribute directly to a college savings account.

Know the size of the house you’re building. Families saving for community 
college followed by two years at a public university might target around $65,000. 
Those aiming for four years at a public school are looking at roughly $100,000. 
Whatever the goal, plan for education inflation of about 4% annually, which can 
roughly double costs over 18 years.

You don’t have to source all the building materials yourself. Scholarships, grants, 
student loans and income from part-time work are all legitimate ways to help finish 
the structure. 

Don’t let one project consume the whole budget. One risk for parents is 
pouring so much into the college fund that the retirement fund goes neglected. 
Remember, loans and grants exist for college, but not for retirement. Striking the 
right balance may mean targeting a more affordable school, planning to cover only a 
portion of costs or adjusting retirement timelines slightly.

Choose the right building materials. For many families, a 529 plan is the 
right foundation. Earnings grow tax-free, distributions are federally tax-free when 
used for qualified education expenses, and many states offer additional income tax 
deductions for contributions. Even better, anyone – such as grandparents or friends – 
can contribute.

Additionally, qualified expenses for a 529 plan go beyond tuition and cover 
books, computers, internet access, room and board, and more. Vocational and trade 
schools often qualify, too, opening the door to careers in skilled trades, healthcare 
and technology. 

No contractor builds alone. A knowledgeable financial advisor can help you draw 
up a realistic blueprint and make sure the college project doesn’t crowd out the 
rest of your financial future. The earlier you break ground on that conversation, the 
stronger the structure will be.

This content was provided by Edward Jones for use by Bart Lancellotti, your Edward Jones 
financial advisor at (503) 498-6608. Happy Valley Town Center Branch. 
Member SIPC.

Gl! WithGl! With
C#fidenceC#fidence

www.vipmedispa.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5pm
10001 SE Sunnyside Road, Suite 120, Clackamas, OR vipmedispa.com

503-513-5533
Follow Us On Instagram @vip.medispa

IV THERAPY
30% OFF

Package Of 4

$100 OFF
First Month

LIP FILLER
$100 OFF

BUY MORE 
SAVE MORE
Buy Ultherapy or 

Thermage Get 
Sculptra FREE!
*restrictions apply*

RESTORATION
TRIO 

(3) Face & Neck 
Microneedling 

(3) Boosters
 SAVE $300!

Young entrepreneurs welcomed 
shoppers to their booths during 
the Happy Valley 4th of July Family 
Festival, gaining real-world business 
experience through the City’s Youth 
Entrepreneur Program.
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EXCURSIONS

Guided outdoor adventures
AWL Community Trips are designed to 
be inclusive and accessible. Youth under 
age 18 must be accompanied by an adult. All gear is provided and 
transportation is available.

Community Kayak: Timothy Lake
 y Aug. 2: Sunday; 8:45 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.; Ages 6+; $85

Community Paddleboard: Estacada Lake
 y Aug. 9: Sunday; 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.; Ages 6+; $85

Upcoming Hike
All hiking trips will depart from 
Happy Valley City Hall.

PCT Hike
 y Sept. 13: Sunday; 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Happy Valley City Hall; Trip 

details to follow online at: www.happyvalleyor.gov/parks; FREE, 
Happy Valley Residents Only

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Red Cross 

Red Cross Blood Drive
 y Aug. 27: Thursday; 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.;  

Happy Valley City Hall; Register online:  
www.redcrossblood.org; Sponsor Code: HappyVall

Yoga Classes

Chair Yoga Series
 y July 23 – Sept. 24 : Thursday; 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.; Ages 18+; 

$40; Happy Valley Library

Hatha Yoga Series
 y Aug. 25 - Oct. 13: Tuesday; 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.; Ages 18+; 

$40; Happy Valley Library

Barre Class in the Park

Barre3 Community Class
 y Aug. 15: Saturday; 9 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.; 

FREE; Happy Valley Park; Register in the Barre3 studio app or online 
at barre3.com

Providence’s Basecamp  
Prevention+ Wellness
Classes are held virtually.

How we move
Helping you live your best, healthiest life. 
Free Virtual classes. Explore the classes, 
programs, and resources supporting you 
through movement, nutrition, wellbeing, and 
heart health education.

SPORTS

Portland Ultimate
All classes are held at Happy Valley Park

Ultimate Frisbee Camps
 y Aug. 17 – 21: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.; 

Ages 8 – 11; Happy Valley Park

Skyhawks Sports Camps
All camps are held at Happy Valley 
Park

Mini-Hawk Camp
 y Aug. 10 – 14: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – noon; Ages 4-6; $175

Tennis Camp
 y Aug. 10 – 14: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – noon; Ages 6-12; $175

Basketball Camp
 y Aug. 17 – 21: Monday – Friday: HALF DAY; 9 a.m. – noon;  

Ages 6-12; $175
 y Aug. 17 – 21: Monday – Friday: FULL DAY; 9 a.m. – 3 p.m;  

Ages 6-12; $245

Volleyball Camp
 y Aug. 3 – 7: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – noon; Ages 8-14; $175

Flag Football Camp
 y Aug. 3 – 7: Monday – Friday: HALF DAY; 9 a.m. – noon;  

Ages 6-12; $175
 y Aug. 3 – 7: Monday – Friday: FULL DAY; 9 a.m – 3 p.m.;  

Ages 6-12; $245

Soccer Shots Clinics
All classes are held at Happy Valley Park

Soccer-Mini
 y June 13 – Aug. 22: Saturdays; 4:45 – 5:15 p.m.; Ages 2-3; $225
 y June 15 – Aug. 17: Mondays; 3:45 – 4:15 p.m.; Ages 2-3; $225

Soccer-Classic
 y June 13 – Aug. 22: Saturdays; 3:55 – 4:30 p.m.; Ages 3-4; $235
 y June 15 – Aug. 17: Mondays; 4:30 – 5:05 p.m.; Ages 3-4; $235
 y June 13 – Aug. 22: Saturdays; 3 – 3:40 p.m.; Ages 4-5; $235
 y June 15 – Aug. 17: Mondays; 5:20 – 6 p.m.; Ages 4-5; $235

Soccer-Premier
 y June 13 – Aug. 22: Saturdays; 2 – 2:45 p.m.; Ages 5-7; $245
 y June 15 – Aug. 17: Mondays; 6:15 – 7 p.m.; Ages 5-7; $245

Kidokinetics
Please check listing for camp 
locations.

Sportsplay Clinic
 y June 20 – Aug. 15: Saturdays; 10:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.; Ages 3-6; 

$89/month, or $178 total

Hit the Court: Volleyball, Basketball, Hockey
 y Aug. 3 – 7: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – noon; Ages 5-10; $225

Intro to Racquet Sports Camp
 y Aug. 17 – 19: Monday – Wednesday; 9 a.m. – noon; Ages 3-7; $150

Rock Haven Climbing Gym
Location: Rock Haven Bouldering Gym

Kids’ Bouldering Class
 y Aug. 3, 5, & 7: Monday/Wednesday/Friday; 10 – 10:50 a.m.; Ages 

5-7; $59 – resident / $64.90 – non-resident
 y Aug. 3, 5, & 7: Monday/Wednesday/Friday; 11 – 11:50 a.m.; Ages 

8-12; $59 – resident / $64.90 – non-resident

Jordan Kent Summer Camps
See registration pages for program 
locations.

Just Kids Skills – Multi-Sport Camp
 y Aug. 17 – 20: Monday – Thursday: HALF DAY; 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Ages 

6-12; $209.99
 y Aug. 17 – 20: Monday – Thursday: FULL DAY; 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Ages 

6-12; $249.99

PLAY.FIT.FUN Summer Camps
All camps are held at Happy 
Valley Park

Kids Summer Action Camp
 y Aug. 3 – 7: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Ages 6-12; $400

ENRICHMENT CLASSES AND ACTIVITIES

Gardening Classes
Location: Happy Valley Library

Creating Resilient PNW 
Landscapes with Native Plants 

 y Aug. 5: Wednesday; 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.; All Ages; Free

Astronomy Classes
Location: Happy Valley Parks and 
Recreation Annex

Astronomy l: The Planets
 y Sept. 21 - Nov. 9: Monday; 7 p.m. – 8 p.m.; Ages 18+; $110

Healthy U Nutrition 
Location: Happy Valley Library

Eating Well Through Menopause
 y Sept. 15: Tuesday; 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.; Ages 18+; Free

Journey to STEAM
Location: Happy Valley Library

SUMMER CAMPS

LEGO Mechanical Engineers
 y Aug. 3 – 7: Monday-Friday; 9 a.m. – noon; Ages 6 – 10; $275

Robot Ready with mBot2
 y Aug. 3 – 7: Monday-Friday; 12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.;  

Ages 7 – 12; $275

FALL AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

Super Mario Game Makers: Coding & Design
 y Sept. 15 - Nov. 3: Tuesday; 4:15 p.m. - 5.15 p.m.; Grades 2-5; 

$299; VIP Full Year Membership: $240

Engineering For Kids 
“Location: Happy Valley Parks and  
Recreation Annex

 y Full Day Hours: 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
(noon-12:30 p.m. is supervised lunchtime for Full Day Students)

 y 5-day camps – Half Day Tuition: $289, Full Day Tuition: $449”

WEEK 8:

Engineering Olympiad
 y Aug. 3 – 7: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – noon; Ages 7-12

Survival on the Red Planet: Mission to Mars
 y Aug. 3 – 7: Monday – Friday; 12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.; Ages 7-12

WEEK 9:

Summertime Splash
 y Aug. 10 – 14: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – noon; Ages 4-7

Jr Aerospace Engineering: Sky Riders
 y Aug. 10 – 14: Monday – Friday; 12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.; Ages 4-7

WEEK 10

Junior Mechanical: Let’s Make Toys 
 y Aug. 17 – 21: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – noon; Ages 4-7

Junior Robotics: Wild Animals
 y Aug. 17 – 21: Monday – Friday; 12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.; Ages 4-7

Fall After School Program
 y Electrical Engineering: High Voltage Hijinks
 y Sept. 24 - Oct. 29: Thursday; 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.; Ages 7-12; $252

The Y
Location: Sunnyside Grange

3D Printing Camp
 y Aug. 3 – 7: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Ages 6-12; $209

Young Picasso Camp
 y Aug. 10 – 14: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Ages 6-12; $209

Little Artists Camp
 y Aug. 10 – 14: Monday – Friday; 9 a.m. – noon; Ages 4-6; $139

FINE ARTS

Ballroom Dance Classes
Location: The Springs at Happy Valley

Ballroom Basics 
 y Aug. 5 - 26: Wednesday; 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.;  

Ages 18+; $20/single class; $70/series

Tippi Toes Dance Classes

Candyland Dance Camp
 y Aug. 11 – 13: Tuesday – Thursday; 9 a.m. – 

noon; Ages 3-7; $155; Happy Valley Library

Baby Ballet
 y Mondays: 5 – 5:45 p.m.; Ages 2-4; $70/mo; Happy Valley Parks 

and Recreation Annex
 y Mondays: 5:55 – 6:40 p.m.; Ages 2-4; $70/mo; Happy Valley Parks 

and Recreation Annex
 y Mondays: 5 – 5:45 p.m.; Ages 2-4; $70/mo; Happy Valley Library

Ballet, Tap & Jazz
 y Tuesdays: 5 – 5:45 p.m.; Ages 3-5; $70/mo; Happy Valley Library
 y Tuesdays: 5:55 – 6:40 p.m.; Ages 6-8; $70/mo; Happy Valley 

Library
 y Tuesdays: 5:30 – 6:15 p.m.; Ages 3-5; $70/mo;  

Sunnyside Grange
 y Wednesdays: 5:55 – 6:40 p.m.; Ages 3-5; $70/mo;  

Sunnyside Grange

Toddler and Me
 y Wednesdays: 5 – 5:45 p.m.; Ages 1.5-3; $70/mo;  

Sunnyside Grange

Tippi Pro-Intermediate Ballet
 y Thursdays: 5 – 5:45 p.m.; Ages 7-11; $70/mo; Happy Valley Parks 

and Recreation Annex

Hip Hop and Jazz 
 y Thursdays: 5:55 – 6:40 p.m.; Ages 7-11; $70/mo; Happy Valley 

Parks and Recreation Annex

Sweet Lomy Art Workshops
Location: Happy Valley Library 

Fused Glass Flower Fields
 y Aug. 1: Saturday; 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Ages 10+; $65

Bridge Nine Candle Co. Workshops
Location: Cup of Tea

Fall Scent Workshop
 y Sept. 19: Saturday; 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.;  

Ages 10+; $85

The Clayhouse Potters
All classes will be held at The Clayhouse Potters 
Workshop

Pottery Series – Wheel Work or 
Hand-Building

 y Aug. 5 – 19: Wednesdays; 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.; Ages 18+; $180
 y Aug. 8 – 29: Saturdays; 10 a.m. – 12 p.m; Ages 18+; $180

Friday Night Two-Fers
 y Aug. 14: Friday; 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.; Ages 18+;  

$50 individual / $90 per pair
 y Aug. 28: Friday; 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.; Ages 18+;  

$50 individual / $90 per pair

Pair discount is valid only when both participants are registered 
under the same ActiveNet account. It will automatically be applied 
at check out.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Northwest Fly Fishing Out!tters Classes
See program descriptions for locations.

Intro to Fly Fishing
 y On River – Aug. 29 / In Class – Aug. 26: 

Ages 18+; $100 – includes 1 in class and 1 on river session, waders, 
boots, reels & fly rods

AUGUST 2026 HAPPY VALLEY PARKS AND RECREATION
To register for any of these featured programs,  
check out hv.city/parks, or scan the QR code.

Event Locations

Cup of Tea
10117 SE Sunnyside Rd. Suite J
Happy Valley, OR 97086

Happy Valley City Hall
16000 SE Misty Dr.
Happy Valley, OR 97086

Happy Valley  
Elementary School
13865 SE King Rd A,
Happy Valley, OR 97086

Happy Valley Library 
13793 SE Sieben Park Way
Happy Valley, OR 97086

Happy Valley Park
13770 SE Ridgecrest Rd
Happy Valley, OR 97086

Happy Valley Parks and 
Recreation Annex
12915 SE King Rd.
Happy Valley, OR 97086

New Seasons Market
15861 SE Happy Valley Town 
Center Dr.
Happy Valley, OR 97086

Pleasant Valley  
Villages Park
12254 SE Falling Rain Wy.
Happy Valley, OR 97086

Rock Haven 
Bouldering Gym
355 NE 223rd Ave.
Gresham, OR 97030

Scouter’s Mountain 
Elementary School
10811 SE 172nd Ave,
Happy Valley, OR 97086

Spring Mountain 
Elementary School
11645 SE Masa Ln,
Happy Valley, OR 97086

Sunnyside Grange
13130 SE Sunnyside Rd
Happy Valley, OR 97086

The Clayhouse  
Potters Workshop
19860 SE Borges Road
Damascus, OR 97222

The Springs  
at Happy Valley
13160 SE 172nd Ave.
Happy Valley, OR 97086

Valley View Church 
Gymnasium
11501 SE Sunnyside Rd.
Clackamas, OR 97015

Venvino Art Studios
13329 SE Misty Drive.
Happy Valley, OR 97086

Village Green Park
13745 SE Sieben Pkwy
Happy Valley, OR 97086
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All Ages Programs
All Together Now programs are designed as intergenerational programs with people 
of all ages coming together to create and play.

Chess Meet Up
Saturday, Aug. 1 & Sep. 5, 10:15-11:45 am
Meeting Room

Calling chess enthusiasts of all ages and levels, it’s a morning of 
chess playing fun at this friendly meet up! Some boards available.

Let’s Build
Tuesdays, Aug. 4-18, 2:00-3:30 pm
Community Rooms A & B

Drop in for some free building fun with LEGO and Duplo blocks.

Adult Programs
RSVP for programs at go.lincc.org/hvRSVP

English Classes
Community Room B
Intermediate: Mondays, 10:15 am
Advanced: Mondays, 1:00 pm

All are welcome to drop in to this weekly class. Each student will 
receive a free textbook to use in the classes. 

Mah Jongg
Fridays, 12:30-3:30 pm
Community Room A

Those who enjoy playing American and/or Chinese Mah Jongg are 
invited to join our fun and friendly group! For those playing American 
Mah Jongg, be sure to bring your current National Mah Jongg League 
cards. Contact the library if you would like to learn to play.  

Crochet Club
Sunday, Aug. 16, 2:00-3:00 pm
Community Room A

All levels are invited to bring your crochet project for a social sit and 
stitch! You bring your supplies and the Library will provide hot water, 

tea, and a cozy atmosphere. RSVP available. 

Puzzle Exchange
Sunday, Aug. 30, 2:00-4:00 pm
Community Room A & B

Do you love jigsaw puzzles? Come to our puzzle exchange to get 
some new-to-you puzzles! Bring and take as many puzzles as you like. 
You’ll find a wide variety of puzzles on the 
tables -- all sizes, piece counts, shapes, 
styles, and degrees of difficulty. No puzzles 
with missing pieces please!

Happy Valley Book Group
Thursday, Sept. 3, 6:00-7:30 pm
Community Room B

Read The Bandit Queens by Parini Shroff 
and discuss it with other readers. Did you 
like it or not? Did something surprise you 
or make you think twice? Come share your 
thoughts!

Youth Programs
No Storytimes in the summer, we have Summer Reading instead!

Playtime
Tuesdays, Aug. 4-18, 10:15-11:45 am
Community Room A 

For 0-5 year olds and their caregivers. We’ll bring out Duplo and toys 
for lots of indoor playtime fun.

Field Days: Village Green Park
Wednesdays, Aug. 5-19, 10:00 am-12:00 pm
Village Green Park

For ages 3-11. Drop in for crafts and games at Village Green Park 
with the Library and Happy Valley Parks & Recreation.

Music Morning: Jessa Campbell
Saturday, Aug. 8, 11:00 am
Community Rooms A & B

Jessa Campbell and her band bring their fun songs about nature for 
a special Saturday morning concert. 
RSVP available.

Paradise of Samoa
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 4:00 pm
Community Rooms A & B

Take of a tour of the Pacific 
Islands through music and dance 
from the group Paradise of Samoa. 
RSVP available.

Tweens & Teens
For teens in grades 6-12.

Tween & Teen Hangout
Thursdays, Aug. 6-20, 3:00-4:30 pm
Community Room A

Board games, video games, puzzles and crafts, just for tweens and 
teens, ages 10+.

HAPPY VALLEY LIBRARY
13793 S.E. SIEBEN PARK WAY, HAPPY VALLEY, OR  97015 | 503-783-3456 | WWW.HAPPYVALLEYOR.GOV/LIBRARY

Each month you can 
enjoy a story along the 
path in Happy Valley 
Park. 

Walk along and read 
the story School’s First 
Day of School by Adam 
Rex starting at the All 
Abilities playground 
now through the end of 
the month. 

This project is made 
possible through the sup-
port of the State Library 
of Oregon and Friends of 
Happy Valley Library.

Yes, it’s still summer, but it’s nev-
er too early to get ready for school! 
Add your Library to your back-
to-school to-do list. Whether you 
have littles headed off to preschool 
and kindergarten, or big kids ready 
to step up their school game, the 
Happy Valley Library has got you 
covered.

Library Cards: Kids ages 5 and up are 
eligible for their own library card. 
And with the LINCC Library app, 
you can manage all the cards in your 
household in one easy place. Visit 
our front desk to get started.

Lucky Day Books: Due to high demand, 
the Library purchased lots of copies 
of books just right for helping new 
preschoolers and kindergartners get 
ready for school. You can find a full 
selection upstairs on display.

Study Rooms: Need a quiet space for 
a few hours? Our Study Rooms can 
be booked up to 7 days in advance for 2 hours at a time. Find out more and book your room 
at go.lincc.org/hvrooms.

Pronunciator: Up your language game with our free language learning tool Pronunciator. With 
over 150 languages to choose from, plus courses for every level (even littles!), you can create 
a free account with your library card and start learning. Find out more at: go.lincc.org/hvpn

STORY WALK: 
School’s First Day of School

Get school ready @ your library!

PROGRAMS

AUGUST 2026 LIBRARY EVENTS
Library Hours: Open seven days a week from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Visit go.lincc.org/hvupdates.

Come see this wonderful 
performance by Paradise of Samoa 
here at the Happy Valley Library.

Kids and teens can turn in their reading logs 
anytime in August for a free book! Just bring 
your completed log to the front desk to get your 
prize.

Haven’t picked up a reading log yet? It’s not 
too late to get started! Kids and teens need to 
pick up a reading record before August 8th to 
finish before the end of the month.

Adults participating in Summer Book BIN-
GO have until August 31st to turn in their 
entry forms and BINGO cards. Final draw-
ings will be on September 1st. Haven’t gotten 
a BINGO card yet? Adults can pick up a BIN-
GO packet at the library and read for a chance 
to win prizes.

Find out more at go.lincc.org/
hvsummerreading

Back for a fourth summer, the Happy 
Valley Library is excited to continue 
our partnership with the Happy Val-
ley Hikers. Led by Brett Sherman, 
this group has an extensive weekly 
rotation of walks. During the summer, 
they add 2 walks a month that start 
from Village Green Park, across from 
the Library. The hikes are moderate-
ly-paced and OK for kids, dogs, and 
strollers. Hiking shoes recommended 
as some trails are gravel. Look for the 
full schedule at go.lincc.org/hvhike.

UPCOMING HIKES:

Wednesday, Aug. 5 –  
Stroll the South Side 2 p.m.

“HV Library-Stroll on the South 
Side” is a casual walk from the library, 
south along a number of “hidden 
trails” and back through the food carts. 
Moderate hike with a couple of mod-
est hills, some a little longer, 2.3 miles.

Saturday, Aug. 22 –  
Pioneer Park 9 a.m.

“HV Library-Pioneer Park” is a 
casual walk from the library, making 
our way over to Pioneer Park. Easy 
hike with minor elevation changes, 2.0 
miles. Should be fine for all abilities.

The Happy Valley Library is hosting its 11th annual “Concerts 
in the Park” series, sponsored by Friends of Happy Valley Library. 
Once again, these free concerts will be held on Fridays, 6:30-8:30 pm, 
in Village Green Park across the street from the library. Bring a pic-
nic, a blanket or chair, and join us for a music-filled evening!

August 7: Tanner Cundy Trio
August 14: Sherry Summerville
August 21: Pa’lante

Your library 
card is  your 
pass to explor-
ing near and 
far!  You can 
now check out 
a parking per-
m i t  f o r  t h e 
Oregon State 
Parks at  the 
Happy Valley 
Library. There 
are two physical passes at the front desk that can be checked out for 
a maximum of three days. These are available on a first-come basis, 
so there are no renewals and no holds, and must be returned to the 
Happy Valley Library. Check out a pass for your next adventure! 

SUMMER READING 
PRIZE TIME!

Let’s hike!

Friday Concerts in the Park

Oregon State Parks Pass

Just in time for Back to School, read the funny story 
School’s First Day of School as you enjoy walking 
outside at Happy Valley Park.

Be sure to turn in your reading logs this month for prizes.

Whether your kid is headed off to preschool or Kindergarten, there’s a 
great selection of titles ready to be checked out.

Pack a picnic for the Library’s weekly Friday Concerts in the Park, sponsored by Friends of 
Happy Valley Library.

Family  
Movie Time!
Location: Community  
Rooms A & B

Zootopia 2
Saturday, Aug. 15, 1:30 pm
Community Rooms A & B

It’s a return to 
Zootopia with a rabbit 
cop and her friend fox 
teaming up to crack a 
new case. Check out this new release on the big 

screen at the Library’s Saturday matinee.



16     August 2026 Happy Valley News

www.clackamasproviders.org
Working together to protect and conserve our drinking water.

ON THE RUN
IRRIGATIONDONE!

Doing my part to keep water
in the Clackamas River.

www.clackamasproviders.org

By KAREN LYTLE BLAHA
For the Happy Valley News

Some people fear catastro-
phe around every corner. Take 
heart: the Oregon National 
Guard is constantly preparing.

Happy Valley’s own Chris-
topher Markesino is a prime 
example of that preparation. 
The U.S. Army Lieutenant 
Colonel recently returned to 
Happy Valley after spending a 
year in Washington, D.C., at the 
College of International Secu-
rity Affairs (CISA), National 
Defense University (NDU). 
Markesino said it’s the Penta-
gon’s version of the university 
system for senior officers and 
civilian officials, and that it’s a 
rigorous program requiring con-
centrated focus and demanding 
levels of homework.

“CISA is focused on coun-
terterrorism, irregular warfare, 
and international security 
cooperation,” Markesino said. 
“Students come from dozens 
of countries and from across 
U.S. federal agencies — not just 
the military. So, it’s really an 
interagency and international 
classroom, not a typical ‘mili-
tary’ school.”

CISA is the Department of 
Defense’s flagship institution 
for education and for building 
partner capacity to combat ter-
rorism, irregular warfare, and 
integrated deterrence at the 
strategic level.

“It educates joint warf-
ighters,  civil ian national 

security leaders, and partner 
nation counterparts,” Markesi-
no said. “The goal is to develop 
critical thinking skills to 
inform national strategy and 
operations, specifically focus-
ing on hybrid, gray zone, and 
asymmetric threats.”

He added that his graduat-
ing class of approximately 60 
students was diverse, which 
“really enriched the learn-
ing environment.” His class 
included military officers, 
interagency civilians and 
international partners. As a 
CISA graduate, he is prepared 
for roles in strategic plan-
ning, policy development and 
leadership.

“The best part about it was 
that 33 different countries were 
represented,” Markesino said. 
“It was fascinating because 
when you’re reading papers 
about the Russia-Ukraine war, 
well, let’s just ask the Ukrai-
nian who’s sitting right here 
with us. Between all the dif-
ferent countries and our own 
civilian and government agen-
cies, the depth and breadth of 
the discussions was incredi-
ble. It made me raise my own 

standard, raise my own bar.”
The discussions were all in 

English, requiring the partici-
pants to be fluent in reading, 
writing and speaking English.

Markesino likened his time 
in D.C. to any other deploy-
ment. He had been deployed 
to Afghanistan,  Iraq and 
Egypt. He estimates he’s been 
deployed to a total of 20 coun-
tries, dismissing that number 
as not large compared to some 
of his active-duty friends. 

The mission
The Oregon Army National 

Guard is Markesino’s full-time 
job as a government employee, 
and he is a drilling member of 
the Guard. The Oregon Army 
National Guard has a two-fold 
mission: one that is state and 
one that is federal.

According to Markesino, 
under the governor’s com-
mand, the state mission for 
the Guard is to protect life and 
property and preserve peace, 
order, and public safety. This 
includes emergency relief dur-
ing natural disasters (such as 
floods, earthquakes, and for-
est fires), search and rescue, 

and support for civil defense 
authorities.

Under the President’s com-
mand, the Guard’s federal 
mission includes maintaining 
well-trained, well-equipped 
units available for prompt 
mobilization during war and 
providing assistance during 
national emergencies.

Markesino points out that 
there are distinct limits on 
the National Guard’s mis-
sion, depending on whether it 
is acting in its state or federal 
capacity.

State Status: The Guard oper-
ates under the authority of the 
state governor. Jurisdiction 
and missions are limited to 
state needs, such as local 
disaster response, civil distur-
bance or specific state-directed 
initiatives.

Federal Status: The Guard oper-
ates under the authority of the 
President of the United States. 
In this capacity, they can be 
deployed overseas for combat 
operations or used for national 
defense initiatives. They are 
constrained by federal law and 
military regulations during 
these times. 

Education: costs and 
opportunities

Markesino grew up in the 
Sellwood neighborhood of Port-
land and attended LaSalle High 
School in Milwaukie, near Hap-
py Valley. Higher education led 
him to Southern Oregon Uni-
versity in Ashland, along with 
related staggering expenses.

As he was about to start his 
second year, he noticed a poster 
on the wall that proclaimed the 
Oregon National Guard would 
give tuition assistance.

“So, I went down to the 
recruiter and said, ‘Sign me 
up, and the payment is due 
next month,’ and they paid it.” 
Markesino calls it “one of the 
best decisions in my life because 
they not only paid for my bach-
elor’s and my first master’s and 
my second master’s, I also had 
leftover credit that allowed my 
spouse to get her master’s as well. 
You can transfer your (unused) 
benefits to your kids or spouse.”

To today’s youth, Markesi-
no says, “Keep your eyes open! 
There are so many different paths 
out there. And government ser-
vice isn’t just one thing; it’s 
everything from engineering and 
medical fields to strategic policy. 
Focus on building strong critical 
thinking skills and finding a mis-
sion you believe in.”

When Markesino was 18, he 
admits he had no idea where he 
was going. But for those who do 
have a passion, he advises: Go for 
it!

And he also recommends that 
young people check out the Ore-
gon National Guard. There are so 
many opportunities available just 
in Oregon. He’s quick to encour-
age both young men and young 
women to take a look, noting 
that his boss is a woman and a 
one-star general.

National Guard takes Happy Valley resident 
to an international classroom

Christopher 
Markesino talks about 
his recent experience 
at the National 
Defense University

Happy Valley resident Chris Markesino recently graduated with his Masters of Arts in Strategic Security Studies from the 
National Defense University in Washington, D.C.


